AND THE 


| End of 1 ines 


Two DiGourſs; : 
The firſt about Redemption of 


Tine; The ſecond about Conſidera- ; 
tion of 0 our latter End. | 


'D y fobn Fox. 


Pal. 90.12. Soteach us to number onr daies, 
that we may apply our hearts to wiſdom, 

Lam. I. 9. Her filthineſs is in her ſkirts, 
 ſheremembreth not her laſt end. therefore 
ſhe came down wonderfully. 


Non'pudet te reliquias vitz tibi reſervare,et id fo- 
lum Tempus bonz ment] deſtinate,quod i in nv[- 
Jam rem conferri poſſir! Quam ſerum eſt, 1unc 
vivere incipere, cum definendum eft ? Sen, de 
brev, vit, 
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Eph. Js 16. 5; > 


 Redeeming the time, becauſe the dayes are 
evil. | 


N the beginning of this Chapter .the 
Apoſile exhorts Chriſtians to holy- 
nels in general, by ſetting before 

| thema perfe& pattern, Be ye follow- 
ers of God as dear Children, aud walk in 

love. The favourites of Heaven mult imi- 
tate their Father,and like Gzdeons brethren, 
reſemble the children of a King 3 The 
precept_is, Be ye boly, be ye pefed, as your 
he Fatber is perfect; Then he goes 
on co prels this great duty , more particu» 
larly upon all in their ſeveral, Relations, 
which he urgeth by many arguments, 
And in the Text he ſeemerh to poine out 
the opportunity, to put thoſe and all other 
Chriſtian duties into practiſe. See that you 
walk circumſpedly , not as fools , but as 
wiſe, redeeming the time; | 

Explication of the Words. 

Time is taken under a xe52©- Tempus - 
double notion : There fpatium, tempo- 
Is the ſpace of time, and ris, agigge eft, + 
there is the opportunity opportunitas. 
of time ; Tempus longums, EET 
A2 and- 
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i -. 
and Tempus commodam , Time and oppor- 
tunity differ ,time is-the duration , or ſuc- 
cellton of fo many minutes, hours , daies 
or years, one aſter the other,” from the be- 
ginning of a mans life to the end thereof, 
Fob..7.1,14,15. Ts there not an appointed 
#ime for may whþou Earth £ Opportunity *#1s 
the time apted and fitted in order to this 
or that work or buſineſs, viz. a meetingof 
time and means together, to effect the ery. 
This is called che ſeaſon or tempeſtivity 'of 
time, when time, tide, and wind, meetand 
claſp together, 'Eccleſe 3. 1. To everything 
'#here is a ſeaſon or opportunity of doing: Tims 
may be continued when the ſeaſon of time 
15 ended 3 the fails of time may be aloft, 
when the gale of. opportumity is loſt. Eve. 
Ty time is not a ſpring tiine ,*a ſeed time 
a gaining time, Matina'was not-to be'had 
but in themorning. | The beauty of time, 
15 the opportunity of time, Eccleſ. 3.11. 
"Ne hath made every thing beautiful in 
his time, this part of time we are tore- 
deems. Redeeming denotes the excellent 
worth and entcioafbels of time 3. a com- 


modify to be*valued. above 'the Gold-.of | 
Ophir. Solomon bids us Þuy the truth , 
'Prov. 23.23. Ourdear Lord counſclled 
a iniſerabl: Church to by Gold and white 
Raymext, Rev, 2.18. And Paxlexhorts 
Eres Jn © 
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us to [xy the time, a Jewel of. chat price; 
which muſt be.redeemed/ at any rate. Baſe 
vile things .are not/,wont .to. be. redeem- 
ed, but"things of worth ,. namely., mens 
Liberties, Eſtates, Lives, &c. SS our.pre> - 
cious tim2. Redeeming the time, becauſe the 
daies are evil... > | x 


The words contain two general Parts. 
I. An Exhortation-to a-duty, Redeem the 


2, The Reaſon of it, becauſe the daics-are- * 
CDT LL ah DOC DUM ISNT OB _ 


From the words we may- obſerye this 
Do&rine, which (halTbe the ſubje& of my 
enſuing Diſcourſe. ., * Neb 

DoR. The belt of Saints, or the redeemed 
of- God bave need- to redeem the time: This 


Epiſtle! was . written .to a , very , famous 


flouriſhing Church in che, pureſt times of 
the Goſpel, amongſt whom there were rate 
and ſingular Chriſtians, they were called 
Saints, and faithful in Chriſt Feſus, Chap. 
I. I. and choſen of God in Chriſt,” before the 
fonndation of. the World, verſe 4. and really 
converted; 'and brought into a Rate of .life; 
Moreover, they had learncd..the duty:.0 
Mortification , .one of 'the hardeſt leflogs 
n Chriſtianity, Chap. 4. 22.*And;were als 
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fo ſfaled unto the day of Redemption, Chap. 
I. 13. 4. 30. and had the earneſt of their hea- 
venly Inberitance: And yet they, whole at- 
rainments were ſo high, muſt redeem the 
time. The ſame thing 1s preſt in diffe- 


© vent terms, Eceleſc 9. 10. It's called a work- 


| Ingwhile it is a day, Fo. 9.4. In the hand- 
ling of this propoſition, I ſhall ſhew you, 

I. When time maybe ſaid to be redeem- 

' ed. ; 
2. What time muſt be redeemed. 
'3. How time mult be redeemed. 
4. Why time malt be redeemed. 
5. Motives aud Dirc@ions t0 belp you 


Firſt, When 3s time redeemad. 
Anſw. When time and duty , like thoſe 
two twins, Facob and Eſas, tzke hold one 
of another, or as two loving yoak: fellows, 
go hand in hand; When duty attends 
time, as the ſhadow tie body, or as the 

Maiden her Miſtels, | 
This is to fall up time wi.h duty, and 
ta take opportunity by the fore-lock , or 
in Scripture phraſe, to do the work of 
the day in the day. And to this end op- 
portunities or ſcaſons are to be defired, as 
they offer an occalion of fervice, and of 
doing our duty. This we may ſee in Holy 
Da» 


. "Th 
David, Pſal. 122. 1. I was glad when they 
id nnto me, come, let us go uf tothe houſe of . 
the Lord, When there was a way open to . 
worſhip God in the beauty of Holinels, 
David rejoyced to ſee the true Worſhip. 
pers improve their opportunity , to go to' 
that City, the name of which was Febovah 
Shammab, the Lord is there, Ezek. 48. 38, 
And the Prophet Zechariah brings in the 
Saints of God rcjoycing in the ſame things 
Zech. 8. 20, 21,22. Letws go ſpeedily to 
pray before the Lord , and ſeek the Lord of 
Hoſts in Jeruſalem: T will goalſo. The 
Saints of old were wont to rejoyce when 
the Sabbath came, becauſe of the holy and 
heavenly duties of that day : opportuni- 
ties and duty are alwaies to be joyned, 
Gal. 6,10. This is to live according to 
the will of God, 1 Pet. 4.2, and to walk 
circumſpecaly, redecmiog the time, Fpb. 

15, 17: . 

: 2, When we are truly careful to make 
up former negligence with double dili- 
gence, redeeming the time, we recover our. 
loſs. Time ,' according to this phraſe 

ſeemeth to be taken Cap- ©: 
tive, and we muſt redeem Luicquid etatis- 
it. Redemptions are made  ?*t79 ef, mors te--. 
by purchaſe, to redeem a nel, Sen.in Epiſt. 
thing, is to buy it for a price; the price. 
| A 4 We... 
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we redecm it with hisl:bour, fravel.faith- 
ful apd {erious diligence, and greater. aQi- 
vity and,vigour in "the proſecutions of our 
duty. 7 When what of time' or ſcriouſnels 
hith been wanting in one day or duty, -1s 

madeup ,, and ſupplycd in the next this 
3s the way to repair our ſad ſoul-damages. 
For the time paſt of our lives may ſuffice. us 
30 bate wrought the. will of the, Geunler, -1 
Pet, 4. 3. Chriſtians, our tins have been. 
many and mighty, bit our (ſervices few 2nd 
. mean, thercetore put the beſt leg before, 
Be not as the ſluggard , like the door up- 
on-the hinges, but. as the Sun in the 
Heavens, that rejoyceth to run-his race, 
The hand of the diligent makgth rich, Prov. 
10. 4 I heard of one who buing a Pri- 
ſoncr in a dark dungeon , when the 
light was brought to him for a little time 
to cat his diet, would pull out his Bible 
and read a Chapter, ſaying, he could find 
his mouth in the. dark, but not read in 
the dark. An Argument that he made 
Coalcience of redeeming his time. Sirs, 
to be watchſul, diligent, laborious in the 
faithſul improvement of all your time, 

falcnts; gifts, Praces, 1s the thing here 1 in- 
tended. The precept is tor labour', Luke 
13. 24, 2- Pcts 1.10, Ard the di 1 igent in 


duty hath the promiſe of Glory, Heb, 11.6.. 
To 
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To them who by patient cominuauce.,m well 


doing, ſeek, for Glary, .and Hqzour, and gms 
mortality, and eternal life,; Rom. 2.7. 
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2. What time-muſ beredecmeds $2c, 
Anſw. All times ._ ! 
; Time is ſo: precious, that: not any of 1 
muſt be loſt. The: whole time of:our life 
- muſt be imployed either about our ſouls in- 
the ſcrvice of- God or in the works! of our. 
callings, or in. order; thexcunto. !,:Partis - 
_— - S | 
.. The time of youth, | 
24 The time of health aud frength. 1 
: 3. The time «of affliciion, vT 
4. The time of the Goſpel... 
5- The time of the Sobbath; or the Lads | 
. day in ſpecial muſt he redeemed,'; . 1c 0 
Firſt, The time of youth uſt | be!) res 
deemed. : The great God fiands much 
upon priority, to have the firlt and beſt 
:The firſt ripe fruits , the. firſt that oP 
eth the womb. O then'offcr the. [ſage of 
thy youth , the ſpring. and flower: of 
thy.age to God, and: ſjay.not untill; the 
| evil day, Begin firſt - with him from 
, | whom thou haſt thy being, go about: the 
| grandaffair and work of thy dear ard ne» 
ver Fra Soul, before thou fol 'ngult thy 
| {elf 
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ſelf in.the carcs of this World: Rcfolve 
to prefent the firſt ripe fruits to that good 
and gracious God, who defireth the firſt 
ripe fruits. In the bright morning of thy 
life match thy foul co the King of Glory, 
and become his-Bride before thou art de- 
floured, and defiled, by fin and the World. 
If the Coeleſtial feeds of Grace be ſown 
in the morning, the pleaſant and ſweet 
flowers ſpringing out of thoſe ſeeds , will 
| Invite the Lord Jeſus to come and walk in 
his Garden, Cant. 5. 1. If thou would'fi 
be the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, let him 
that made the houſe, be the ficft and chick 
Inhabitant, and ſaffer not thy. heart to be a 
habitation for Dragons and Devils , which 
will be thine undoing to all eternity. 
| Youyoung men, and young women , 
know, that the infiaitely gracious God 
holds out the golden Seeprer, and inviteth 
you to come unto him. The ruddy Da- 
vid, the child Samxel, the young Timothy, 
God calls, 1 Sam. 1.11, 12.1 Sam. 3+ 10. 
1 Tim. 4. 12. and the ſooner you come, the 
better it will be, Say then , this inſtant, 
behold we come 3 thine we are, thine we 
will bez; come now and take thine own , 
. God will accept you, and take it kindly , 
his arms and boſom are open to you, Fer. 
2. 2,3. I remember the kindneſs of thy 
youth, 
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youth, tbe love of thine Eſpouſals z whin the” 
firſt fruits was bolineſs to the Lord. It 
you would have the reſpeR and kindneſs. 
of a God, offer unto him the firſilings of * 
the Flock , Gen. 4+ 4. viz. thy youthful 
daies, If a company of aged feeble per®- 
ſons, or cripples, were tendred to the 
King for ſervice, he would not accept 
them, 1 Sam. 14. 52, Mal. 1.8,13, 14. 
David from his youth, and Fofiah while he - 
was young began to ſeek the Lord,Pſal.71. 
17.2 Chron. 34.3. Young men, if you re-- 
ceive the ſeed of Grace in the morning . 
of your age, it will take the deeper root 
and imprel{ijon upon your hearts,and cauſe - 
you to bring forth fruit in old age. Cloth. 
will keep colour beſt that's dyed in the 
woo!l, and the Veſſel willj(cent longeſt of. 
that liquor, with which it is firſt ſeaſoned... 
O then Remember thy Creator 
in the dates of thy youth, Eccleſ, Prov. 22. 6 
2. 8 

2. Thetime. of health and: firength: is to- 
be improved : You that are now. ftrong- 
and lively , muſi not expeR-+ to be. foal-- 
waies : Youas well as others, muſt count 
upon. diſeaſes, ſickneſs, weakneſs, which 
will confine you to your Houſes, Cham». 
bers, and Beds : Now then , while-your: 
firength and health of Body , and natu« 

rat 
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ral vigour 'is continued, be mindful:of 
= .your- work and time.. 
Euke 13:24... ;, The great duties and 
94 36: difficulties in Heavcns: 
FTim «12: way are fet.forth by fij- 
| ving, wreliling, fighting, 
tunning, which requires the beſt of our 
time, - and moſt of our. firength. Can a 
ſick and «weak manron:ſo as-to obtain , ” 
or fo iriveand conflict as to overcome , 
judge Jen Ring Sawl- choſe the ſtrong 
and valiznt for hns Service, *Tis the ſtrong 
muſt run the race. Pſul. 19.4. and the 
m—_ muſtovercome the evil one, 1: Fob. 
2,.14, If a man'had a buſineſs of great 
concernmentzor-a matter of lite ar:d dcath, 
that required time, ftrengrh, and diligence 
for the doing of it, and ſhcu:d omit it un» 
eill he were fxricken in years, or untill fick- 
neſs and weaknels invade him, every one 
would be ready to charge him with. fol- 
ly. 
f If a Carricr amongft many ſtout, ſirong 
 Hurſes, had one poor, lame, fick Horſe,and 
ſhould lay the burden of the ercatcſt 
weight ard worth upon that poor , weak 
jade 3 we ſhould conclude that either he 
was Crucl , or that he wanted the under- 
ſtanding of- a man, This 1s our cafe, the 
ercar! aff.ir of Immortal Sculs requireth 
time 
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time, firength, diligence , and Ill . lite 
tle enough.: And: ſhall' we: chargeiithe: 
« whole ſtreſs. of our everlaſting ſtate, up= 
on a few daics fickneſs., and weakneſs 
before our death, God forbid , Eecleſc 12; 
) 4. : 7 

: 3» The time of affliciion muſt be redeem«: 
ed, Chriſtians,. 3# the'day of adverſity we' 
muſt conſider , *Ecclels 7, 14, It was the. 
time of Facobs trouble, when the Apoſle 
exhorted Believers to redetm the time 3; 
God ſpeaks by his rod , as well as by his 
word, to both which, we muſt have anear;3 
Cod ſometimes teaches his:',.- as: Gideom' 
the men of Swccoth, Fudge. 8. 16. with 
thorns and bryars of the wilderneſs. Let 
the affliction be of what | | 
kind or degree {oever, el-  $;hola crucis eft 
ther upon our. Perſons, | Schola licis. Tuthe 
Names, Eflates, Families, | ® fal. 94.12» {AG 
Church+:or - Kingdoms. FE-5 | 
yea, and of long continuance ».i'we are to: 
look upon it as from:God , and . for our © 
good.. For every afflition ſpeaks to us 
in the language of - Ehud to  Eglon, 1 
have a meſſage. unto thee: from. God:z . And. 
God will reckon with us :for-the rods-he 
laies upon us. I ſhall ſpeak more to this 
11 anothzr.place, | 4 466 
4+ The 
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4. The time of the Goſpel muſt be re- 
deemed. Golpel-time 1s our ſpiritual 
harveſt , and it is notorious folly to ſleep 
or loyter in Harveſi. The 

Mar: 4. 6. _ time of the Goſpel is a 
2 Tim. 1.10 qjme indeed, viz. a time 


_ ; cz of light, a time of love, 
Ifa. Gr. 1. a time of life, a time of 
John 6. 16, liberty. Now the Trum- 


| pet of Jubile ſoundeth, 
and all debts and Mprigagts may be ta- 
ken up and releaſed; . Here's liberty for 
tbe poor Captives , and the opening of the 
priſon to them that are bound. *Tis now an 
accepted time, a day of ſalvation, 2 Cor. 
6, 2. atime to accept, Ora time to be ac- 
cepted, a golden and glorious time in- 
| deed. Bchold,now there 

Tempus Accepium , js a broad and clear way 
reli =g-. Foy «xd to the Mercy-ſcat, the 
flaming (word is gone, 


the particion wall is down, all Bars and ' 


Gates are removed, an AQ of Indemnity 
is proclaim'd, and there is a free admiſſion 


for all to come and be ſaved ; pardons are | 


ready. Eſay. 55-6, 7. Iſa. 45. 
Sinners, your dear Lord Jcſus, the great 


Peace- maker, is now an important Suitor 
unto your periſhing ſouls, namely an 1in- | 
viting;. 
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viting, knocking, wait- 

ing, promiſing Chriſt , 20d offertuv grati» 
Prov. Is 22.9. 4. Iſa. 65. © gra4tia Dil off 
2. Mat. 11. 28. Kev. 3» $96. 
20. Cantte 52. Foh. 6.36. menta, ut oblatam 
The treaſures of Grace occeftonym arripia- 
are opened, and offered 

to fale upon eafie terms, : 
without money, and withont price, Iſa. 55. 
I, Rev. 3.17. O make ſpeed and come, 
make the purchaſe, buy the pearl of price 
that's better than Rubies, and you ſhall 
havea treaſure in Heaven. The favour 
of God, precious blood, white rayment, 
tryed Gold, and the eternal life of your 
never dying ſouls is worth the having. 
conſider alſo.,that now the holy Ghoſi calls, 
and offers his aſſiſtance to cloſe the bar- 
eain, to tyethe marriage knot between 
Chriſt and Souls, Heb. 3. If you loſe this. 
opportunity you may never have the like. 
The Spirit and the Bride faith come, Revs 
lt. 17. 

5. The time of the Sabbath or Lords dyy 
muſt be redeemed; We muſt have a 


ſpecial care of ſanRifying that day , it be- 


ing the -Sabbath of the Lord our God, 
This golden day from morning to night 


21 muſt be ſpent in the ſervice and worſhip of 


| cref, 


C14(. 
cret duties, and not part of it mult be loſt; , 
Fake nd. "wy upon that day' for frothy, ; $i 
vain , and SS | 
The youth that diſcourſe, or Recreations 


lately was hanged | 
for murdering his OI TO ride, buy, fcll; or 


Fellew. Servant , work, This dreadty), 1 


confeſſed that his: God-provoking fin of : 
Sabbath breaking Sabbath- breaking, is a fi in. 
- made way for all ;, falhion, hundreds in. 
his other prodigt- < 
469" 200g this Nation ſerve the 

Dcvil more upon the. 


Eords day than on other daies. Then | 


rea are at leiſure, to fexve-the Devil , and 


ſatisfie their loſs ,' to go to the Ale-houſe, - | 


or to exerciſe themſclves in ſports: and 
paſtimcs- O that Magiltrates, Miniſters, 
Maſters of Families, and Parcnts, weuld 
look to it, Neh. 13.17. The Lord of the 
Sabbath commandeth thee, that thou, axd | 


| 
: 
: 
| 
: 


thy Son, thy, Daughter, thy man« ſervant , | 


and all within by gate R keep that "oy bor 
] 

” The Sabbath is called a holy COnVOCA» 
tion, Ler...23;.2.' and the Lord of the day 
is an, infinitely. holy ,:juſt, .and jealous 
God, The. Sabbath heretofore was cal- 
led Regina idierum-,, the Queen of dais, 


in the New Teſtament it is called the Lords | 
_ day, Rev. 1, 10. a day in which we ccms- | 
memorate the greateſt mercy , viz- the | 
glorious 
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glorious Reſurrection; of | our crucified 
Lord, and that which.the purck Chriſtians 
in the pureli times did carefully obſerye. 75 
In the Primitive times, a ſerious-and. 
fixi& obſervation of the Lords day , was 
a tryal or badge of Chriſtianity. When 
the queſtion was propounded, Scrvaſtz Do* 
minicum ? haſt thou kept the Lords day _ 
the ahſwer was turn'd , Chriftzanus; ſum, . 
intermittcre nou poſſum. Tam a Chriſtian, 


and carnot intermit it. It was a ſayings . : 
of an Eminent Divine, that he ,wonld * 


judge of a- mans Religion accordipg to 
the Reverence and care he had of keeping 
the Sabbath. Chriſtzans you are to TR 
your Lords reſt, and perform the holy 
dutiesof his worſhip chearfully, reverents; -. 
ly, ſpiritually, Foh. 4. 24. If ever you 
think to celebrate an eternal Sabbath with. 
God in Glory, be carcful.of this duty. Toy 
eplorce it, ads rn 

1, How ſttiAly the Holy God impo=- 
ſcthit, and to what end it is : Remember. 
the Sabbath day to keep it boly , Exodus. 
20. 86, This bleſſed day for communion 
with God, is to be 'premeditated upon be=; 
fore it cometh 3 therefore in the. evening, 
before the Sabbath , let all your neceſſary, 
occaſions be done up, that you may have. 
nothing but what becometh the "—_— 
enat 
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that day. Be like Davids good man, Zſal. 
112, 5. ordering your affairs with diſcretion, | 


eſpecially your ſpiritual affaits. It you ex- 


pected the company of ſome worthy 


friend, would you be found in a luttiſh 


poſture, 'or (weeping, and cleanſing your | 
houſes on that day, and all out of order? | 


On the Lords day you ſhould vehemently 

expect the approach and preſence of the 

King of Glory , therefore make all ready 

to entertain him. 

2, Remember the excellent Epithetes , 
and Titles of this bleſſed day, it is called 


ir" of day,. 8 Holy day, the @ 6 of the 
Lord, Honoxrable, Iſa. 58.13. Th 


baths. 


3. Conſider the bleſſings and ſoul-bene- 


fits of that day, if it be rightly obſerved, 
It is your Lords Market-day, in the which 
yon have the precious Oyl, the golden 
Mines, and Treaſures of Grace opened 


_ that day. There are ſpiritual dainties for | 
your hungry ſouls , to which you are by | 
Chriſt invited that day, Tſo. 54- 1. The | 
Holy Ghoſt doth breath and blow that | 
day, by the ſecret and ſweet gales where- | 
of, Saints mount up toward Heaven. The 


great God comes down , and gracious 


{ouls aſcend that day, Rev. 1, 10 And the | 
| Eunuchs | 


erefore: : 
let it be redeemed, loſe no more Sab- | 
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Eunuchs that keep Gods Sabbaths , have 
; the promiſe of a name in his houſe for 


ever, Eſay. 56. 4, 5. I might add, the ſevere 
threatnings, and Gods ſignal judgments 
upon the prophaners of the Sabbath, or 
Lords-day. The man that was found ga- 
chering ſticks upon the Sabbath, by an im- 
mediate command from God was fioned 
to death, Numb. 15+ 32, 34, 35,36» 


LI 


How Time muſt be Redeemed. 


I, By taking and improving all opportunities 
for the glorifying of God. 
2. By laying hold on the preſent time , and 


now day of Grace for ſetling and ſecuring 


your everlaſting ſtate. 

3. By improving tbe preſent means of Grace 
for your ſpeedy growth in Graee. 

4+ By doing all the good you can 10 others 
while you may. 

5+ By labouring to keep up conſtant communi= 
on with God in holy duties. 

6. By improving every providence aud outward 
croſs for inward and ſpiritual advan- 
tages. 

7+ By caſting up your acconnts every day, that 
you may make even with God. | 

| s. By 
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8. By labouring to order every days. work, in | 
-reference to your laſt day That having, | 


. . finiſhed your work, you mays be fi ta leave | 
tbis World. 


[1 
£ 


f, By coking and improving all occaſions | 

for the glovifyivg of God ; Dear Chriſtians, | 

* this is your + x batineſs, and. the | 

great Errand for which you had your bes | 
Ing. 

—You were born, and-new born, to ſerve | 

| the intereſt of the holy 

Tempus non poteſt ind bleſſed God in the | 


Deo conſecrari, niſp 4 
quammodo redenp- World; this is that glos | 


4m, Calvin in los,” Fious end), | for which | 
.you ſhould ſpend your 
firergth and time, and lay out your ſclves 
to the very utmoſt, That 'which is the ! 
chief end of your life, viz, to diſplay + 
and propagate -Gods Glory in the, World, 
| muſt not be neglected ,; other things are | 
infinitely inferiour , and muſt be ſubordi- 
nated unto this. For the thoughts and | 
defigns. of ſerving the' intereſt of. your | 
Lord, is that which you muſt be alwaies 
driving on.in this evil World, God ex- | 
pes it, .Thow, ſhalt bave no other God before | 
me, Exod. 20.3, God will be exalted'in | 
the heart, and-in our. life too, I will be | 
glorified Gaith the Lord, before all the peo* ! 
| ple , | 
| « 


| 
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| ple, Lev. 10. 3- One way or other , *th® 
| great Creator will have glory , by all. his 
| creatures. God made all things for bimſelf, 
' the World to be a viſible and wonderful 


Declaration of his excellent Glory, fo that 
It is his due debr, Pſal. 29.1, 2. Pial. 96.8. 
Give unto'the Lord the Glory due unto bis 
Name, to walk with: God inour whole 
courſe; to deſign his Glory, is the prime. 
mark of our 'gaintſhip aud : ſincerity. 
This is the white” in the mark ' we fhould 
aim at; the thing we ' ſhould. purſue 
reſolately, 'vigorouſly,” with all our might, 
Whether we pray , or preach , or- read,, 
or hear, or celebrate Sabbaths, or converſe, 
exhort, or reprove, or' indeed 'buy,' fell , 
plow, ſow, eat, drink, let it not be done 
for: the. World, or the intereſt of' the 


: flcſh ;: We ſhou!d have ſuch a high 'cfteem 


of God, and ſuch firong defies, and firong 


: affeQions to him, that the pleaſing, prai- 


fing, and magnifying . of God jn all our 
waies, might be our main endeavour, © 
_ -Chriſtians, you”are choſen' ont 'of the 


| World -t6 be Gods witneſſes; if- you do 


not appear'for God \, his honout "ab'd in» 
tereſt, none will : All* ({aith che. Holy 'A- 


| poſtle) ſeek' their own, Phil. 2, 21, biit 
| you areto deny ,* and keep under"(f? 
br Which is dixealy* oppolite tothe honour 


of 


(20) "% 
of your God. Wicked men are boldand  y 
reſolute in a way of fin, to bear up the in- ut 
tereſt of the Prince of darkneſs, and will. 
not you be as active for the intereſt of: 
your Lord ? The Martyrs would rather 
dye than diſhonox God , who burning. 
with zeal to Gods Glory , would glorifte, 
him in the very fire. God hath made! 
you honourable, Iſu. 43. 4. being Kings 
and Prieſts, and inroll'd you amongſt the 
firt-born that are written in Heaven. You 
.havea place in his heart, and a nime in 
his houſe, you are Veſſels of honour, and 
ſhall be honoured , that we might be to the 
glory of bis Grace: Your Everlaſting Fa-! 
ther hath mark'd you, and ſet his fiamp; ri 
and (zal upon you, and put a principle of! Y 
life within you, that we might love him , © 
and live unto him. - The man that refus'd E 
to bear up his deceaſed brothers name, P 

Dent. 25.9. was to have his face ſpit on i 
in the face of the Congregation. But' a 
ſhame and everlaſting contempt will be 
upon their faces, that will not ſiand up for, 
the honour of the Holy God, Dan. 12. 2:, 
Chriſtians, ?tis the Sin that reftes ditho-! 
nour on Gods name , therefore allow it 
not in yourſelves, and prevent it what you 
can in others, Redeem your time, and 
redeem Gods. glory, your days are evil, and 
| you 
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you have but a few daies for this work, do 
* it, and God will own you, and advance 
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you toa Kingdom. 
Beloved in the Lord, though you differ 

in other things, agree in this, to glorifie 

God on carth , that you may with one mind 


and one month Glorifie God, Rom. 15. 6, 


Every one that's godly crying ont with 


' holy Dovid, Pf. 34.3. O magnifie the Lord 


with me, and let us exalt bis name together, 
1 Cor. 10. 32. Joh. 14. Epheſ, 1.6. As 
many as are perfed, will be thus minded , 
Pſal. 3+ | 

2. By laying bold «pon the preſent time, or 
wow day of Grace, for the ſetling and ſeen- 
ring your everlaſting ſtate or bleſſed Eternitys 
Your Souls concerns are the greateſt; yea, 
of infinite momentz and the things of 
Eternity claim a ſuperiority. If you pur- 
poſe to do your Souls good, you muſt firſt 
ſeck che Kingdom of God, Matt. 6. 33. 
and take the Kingdom of Heaven with 
violence, Mat. 11.12. Let me dye tbe death 
of the righteous, or a Lord bave mercy on me, 
when you come to dye,will not do, Numb. 
23- 10. Mat. 25. It. And know finner, it 
muſt be done in this thy day 3 now, or 
never, Lake 19.42, While the.door of 
Grace is open, before the Bridge bedrawn, 
and mercy gone, Iſa. 55:6. Thi malt be 
done, I, By 


(22) 1 
'T. By complying with the prefent call 
of the Goſpel , in clofing immediately | 
with Jeſus Chriſt, and in giving ang .xc-: 
Ggning your (elves wholly unto him. ;This ' 
3s that one thing neceſfary that muſt''be 
done fptedily, to ſectire your fouls, to prot. 
vide for their everlaſting welfare; ' There; 
fore do not procraſtinate or delay it for a. 
World. *Tisthy grand affair, that muſt 
make thee or marr thee'to Eternity. ' He 


mot, -38 condemned already, Fobn 3.36; ob 
8, 24. Fobs 1.12, 1t I - <ttBtony 
brace the Lord Jeſus , upon the great and 
glorious terms of the . Goſpel, you will 
asicertainly-be damn'd ,' as if you were in., 
Hel amongſt Devilsalready, 2 Theſ.” 1. S, 
9. Heb. 2.3. 3-18. You that want Chriſt 
will:you welcome Chritt, ſaving with thy | 
foul Come in thou bleſſed of the Lord, ' 
enter thou'King of glory, Pſal. 24. 7. 
Thine'tsthe Kingdom, take the Throne, 
fit upon'the chicteſt Chariot,” take up thy | 


not the ded Child to lie in' the place of 
the livitig/ Child 3 and a dead World, and! 
damnable Liſts, where my - Lord ſhoald' 
lodge: 'O bleſſed diy, and happy Hoor; in 
whict the Heir'of Heaven} andiperithing, 
Sinhers' mect, and are*marricd?! . Heres a 
rE 1 march 


that belitves, ſhall be ſaved ; 'hethat believes - 


lodging in'my- heart for ever, and ſaffer! 
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match for you! will you renounce all 0- 
thers, Sin, thE Devil, and carnal Compa- 
nions, and join your felf co the Prince of 
Life? Speak the word, and the work is 
done 3 open the door, and he will certain- 
ly come in, and take up his abode for 
ever. All that the Father hath - given 
him, ſhall come co him; and him that 
cometh, he will in no wiſe caſt out, Foh. 
6.37. Rev. 3. 20. Iſa. 26. 13. 1ſa. 44. 5; 
2 Cor. 8.5. Afts 16. 30. 

2, By repenting without delay. Tais 
is the {ccond great work, in which you 
mult make ſpeed for untill this be done, 
you are in danger every moment of drop- 
ping down to Hell. Remember the fad 
fiory of the Woman , who, when her 
houſe was on fire, had her Child burned 
while the was ſaving ſome of her goods. 
Sinners, your danger is great, your oppor- 
tunitics are flying, fly you asfaft.. Lee me 
ſay to thee as the Angel to Lot, Ger. 19, 


-16, 17. when in danger of being barned, 
' Eſcape for thy life, ſtay not , leſt thou beeon- 
' ſumed. The Life and S3lvation of thy 


Soul, cannot be {ccured without this, 47s 
II. 18. 2 Cor, 7.10. Lake 13. 3, There- 
fore labour to know the Plague of thy 
heart, T Kjygs 8. 38. and plow up the fal- 
low ground, fow in tears, and {et about 
| it 


(24) 
it this inſtant , before this day be ended, 
this Sermon cnded 3 1: 18 ſhould be faid 
of thee, as of that woman Feſabel, Rev. 
2. 21. 1 gave her ſpace to repent, and ſhe re- 
pented not; and ſo Gods fury come forth 
like fire , and burn , and none can quench it, 
Jer- 4+ 35 4+ 

3. By making it-your great bulineſs to 
{ecure an interett in Chritt, getting your 
Evidences for Heaven bright. and clear. 
Chriſtians , till you have gotten the 
pledges and tokens of God's love to your 
{fouls , till you are affured of the truth of 
your Faith, and the fincerity of your Re- 
pentance, and hereby of the pardon of 
fin, and of your intereſt in the Lord 
Jeſus, you can have little comfort in your ' 
fouls, or boldneſs towards God. Therc= 
fore, with might and main, work out your 
{alvation, Phil, 2. 12. Make your Calling 
and ElcGion ſure , that upon certain 
grounds you may fay as the Church, Lam. 
3+ 24. The Lordis my portion, ſaith my ſoul. 
Doubtleſs thou art cur Father , Ila. 63. 16. 
Or as holy Fob in his deep affliction, Fob 
I9. 25. I know my redeemer liveth, I am 
#hine, ſave me, Plal. 19. 91. Truly TI amthy 
Servant, I am my Beloved's, ayd my Beloved 
35 mine, Cant. 2, 16. Chriſtians, this aſſu- 
::3p Falth 1s attainable pray for It, and 

' vigo- 


(25) 
vigorouſly preſs after it , that yon may be 
ſealed up unto the day of Redemption, 
that ſo an entrance may be miniftred unto 
you, into the everlaſting Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour ]:{us Chriti, 2 Pez 1. 
10,11. And O how well have they re- 
deemed their precious Time, that have ſe- 
cured their never-dying Souls. Know 
this, that Aſſurance requires both diligence 
and perſeverance 3 therefore you mull be 
conlitant in the uſe of means, and lay ho!d 
on every opportunity of enjoying the 
Goſpel. This your Lord commendeth in 
Mary , calling her attendance on the word 
preached, a chuling the good part, Luke 
10.42, there you will taſte the Chryltal 
fireams , and view the golden Mines of 
ſound Doctrine, and Wells of Salvation. 
This is the place of Spirituzl Wonders, 
where the Dead. are raiſed, the Lepers 
cleanſed, the eyes of the blind opened, and 
the Devils cze&ed. Golpel Ordinances are 
the Golden Gallerics where the King of 
Glory wa'!keth:; The B:d, where urmor- 
tal fouls are begotten unto God , and in 
which the broken hearts do travel till 
Chriſt be formed in them. Through 
theſe golden Pipes, the water of Life is 
poured out upon thirſty panting fouls, tor 
the cheering of their Spirits, Here 15 the 
B 2 Du- 
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Doctrine preach'd, and words whereby 
thou mutt be ſaved, 4s 10. Here Chrili's 
Mother found him , it being the place 
where the Bridegroom and the Bride meet , 
and ſolace themſelves together. Do not 
forſake the ſolemn Aſſemblies , remember 
what Thomas loſt by being abſcnt when 
Chrilt came, O come to the Poſts of 
Wiſldoms Doors, and with empty Pitch- 
ers ſet your iclves under the Spouts of the 
SanGtuary, *Tis upon theſe waters the 
Angel moves, and Souls are healed. This 
is the School where all Gods children are 
taught of God, and infiruded unto the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

3. By improving the preſent means of 
Grace, for your ſpeedy growth in Grace , that | 
fo the grain of Mutiard-{ced might be+ 
come a great Tree, Matt. 13. 52. The 
Chriſtians courſe is compared 'to a Race, 
a Walk, to the Morning Light, 1 Cor. 9. 
24. Rom. 8. 1. and therefore you mult go 
on, and be progrellive whilſt you live. Be- 
lievers ſhould be as greedy of Grace, as 
the men of the world are of gain be- 
cauſe one grain of Grace 1s more worth 
than a houſe full of Gold, yea, better than 
Rubics. You are compared to ſtars, to 
fruitful Trees, planted by the Rivers of wa- 
ter, and you ſhould gliſter and ſhine in this 
dars 
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dzrk night of H:iliſh prophaneneſs, and 
live down, and convince this accuſing de- 
bauched generation, The trees of the 
Lord ſhould be full of ſap, Pſal. 194. 16. 
bzing grafted into the true Olive, and un- 
der the ſweet dews of Heaven, you ſhoul 1 
fnuriſh in the Courts of the Lord, and 
bring forth fruit in old age, Pſal. 92. 12, 
13, 14. Chriſtians, keep your Lamps burn* 
ing, and hold on your way, that the David 
of Grace may wax ſtronger and ſtronger. 
Make no ſtop, but ſtrain to get and keep 
before,that you may win the prize.Growth 
in Grace is required of the highetft Gyant, 
as wcll as the loweſt Dwarf in Grace. 
Fey fay of the Crocodile, he groweth as 
long as-he livethz and when he ccaſcth to 
grow, heceaſcth tolive. How many poor 
creeping Chriſtians are there, who can 
hardly keep life and ſoul together, being 
like the door upon rhe hinges, Prov. 26.14. 
and why , but b:cauſe they are come to a 
pitch, and paſt growth, as ſoon as ſprung 
up above-ground. It there be the truth 
ot Grace, there will be an endeavour after 
the firength of Gracez where is life, there 
is growth, 2, Pet. 2.2. The path of the juſt 
as the ſhining light , that ſhineth more and 
more unto the perfet day, Prov.4.18. Sirs, 
up, and be doing , preſs toward the mark, 
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Add to your Faith, Vertme; to Vertue, Knows 
ledge, to Knowledge, Temperance 3 to Tem | 
perance, Patience to Patience , Godlineſs 3 
that ye be neither barren nor unfrunful in * 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour . 
Feſus Chriſt. Be ye therefore ſtedfaſt , un- | 
movable , alwaies abounding in the work, of | 
the Lord. And if you do theſe things , you *? 
ſpall never 4b, 1 Cor. 15. ver. laſt, 2 Pets | 
I, 5,6,7,09 

4+ By Fm all the good we can to others, | 
while we have opportunity. As we have | 
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto 
all men. Hereby we imitate that chara- | 
cter of Divine Goodnels, Pſal. 119. 68. | 
"Thou art good, and doſt good. Let every one | 
pleaſe bis neighbour for his good to edification, | 
Rom. 15.2, Thele tour waies we mutt do | 
good to others. | 

Firſt , this muſt be done eſpecially in | 
your Familics, to them that are more im- 
mediately under your charge, and for , 
whom you muſt ſhortly give an account | 
to the dreadful Judge of quick and dead. | 
If Chriſt be come to thy heart, let Reli- þ 
jon be ſet up in thy houſe without delay. | 
It ttiou art really. gracious, be relatively ' 
good, lecking the profit of many, that they / 
may be faved, 1 Cor. 10. 33s» Sirs, if 'you | 
wou'd.not. be guilty of foul bloud , foal» ; 
murder, | 


( 29.) 
murder, refolve to- ſet up the worſhip of 
God in your Families,and let Family-work 
fttoop to Family- worſhip. Endeavour to 
teach thy children and fervants toknow. 
obey, and ſerve the Lord, who 1s a rewar- - 
der of- them that diligently ſeek him, If 
you are the Children of faithſul Abra- 
ham, do as he did, and walk in his path, 
Foba 8. 39. The holy heart: ſearching God, 


' witneſſeth of Abraham, Gen.'18. 19, 'T 


know him , that he will command his chil- 
dren , and bis honſhold after him, and they 
ſhall keep the way of the Lord. *Tis a great 
cruſt to have the care and charge of Souls 
therefore let not your cluldren and: fer= 
vants live as they lift, but command then: 
out of the way of fin , which will cer- 
tainly bring them to Hell, O that Parents 
and Maſters of Families would take vp 
holy Foſhna's reſolution, Fiſh. 24.15. As 
for me and my houſe, wwe will ſerve the Lord. 
But on the contraiy, many ſcem,, as it 
were, to have baniſhed God and the pra- 
ile of Pierty out of their Houſes; as if 
Parents and Children , Maſters 'and Ser- 
vants, were reſolved to ſerve the Devil, 
and to go to Hell, Fohn 8. 44. The neg- 
Ie&t of Family-Duties is a dreadful and 
provoking ſin, and that ( as a Godly Mi- 
niſter faid ) which will untile the houſe, 
B 4 and 
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and cauſeth God to rain curſes upon the | 


Table. Read and tremble at the Prophets 


Imprecation, Fer.10. 25. Pour out thy fury | 
zpon the Heathen , that know thee uot and | 


pon the, Families that call ant on thy Name. 
How many prayerleſs Husbands do give 
occafion to their Wives to ſay to them, as 


Zipporah to her Husband , Exod. 4,25. A | 
bloudy Husband art thou to me. Your | 


Wives, Children, and Servants , will ſadly 


bewail it, and cry ous, living or dying : | | 


O that ever we were married to ſuch 


Husbands, born of fuch Parents, bound to : 


fuch Maſters, that had no regard to ſerve 
God, or care of fouls. If you are Chri- 
{tians indeed, let a conſtant courſe of read- 
ing the Word, Catechifing and Prayer, be 
kept up in your houſes 3 for when' death 
hath ſeparated you and your Relations, it 
will grieve you to the heart, that you did 
no more to further the good of their pre- 
cious lou!s, AGs 10. 2. 30. 

2, By taking all occaſions, where cver 
you are, or come, to further the converfion 
of periſhing finners, If you have taſted 
that the Lord is gracious, and are taken 
out of the Iron Furnace, as Fire-brands 
out of the burning, where, where is your 
pity and. bowels to ſouls in peril? Can 
you be contented to be happy, Fade 22. 
an 
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and to go to Heaven, alone, and not en- 


. deavour by your prayers, counſels, and ex- 


amples, to per{[wade and draw others info 
Heavens way ? Wicked men are active 
for the D-vil, who, like Snails, leave their 
ſlime behind them, wherever they come 5 
and are emptying the poiſon of fin one 
into the other, and fo furthering their dam- 


nation, What multitades do you fee 


weltering in their bloud, and making poſt- 


haſte to Hell , whoſe deſperate and deplo- 
. rable caſe ſhould excite your compatltion, 


and cauſe you to fpeak a word in ſeaſon 
for their Salvation. Your Dear Lord, 
whom you ſhould imitate , went. about do- 
ing good, Adis 10, 38, He improved his 
opportunity, ( Foba 4.) to convert a no- 
torious finnerz though weary and thirliy,. 
was not careful of hafting the meat , be- 
cauſe he preferr'd the opportunity to - 
bring her ſoul out of Satan's ſnare, and to 


ſave her. When at your Tables, or buy- 


ing, or ſelling, or travelling, opportunity. 


may be taken to ſpeak of God, and the 


things of God, and to leave ſome con- 
viction apon the company. . Thus Philip 
falling in with the Eunuch whilſt he was | 


riding on his way homewards from Fe- 


ruſalem, cloſed with him, and was an in- 
tixament to ſave the ſoul of him, he never - 
B5. ſaw. 


(32) | 
ſaw before, As 8. And by the Heavenly 


Diſcourſe that dropped from the mouth | 
of Mr. Carter, Paſtor of Brainford in Sufs | 
folk, a Gentlewoman was converted while |! 
{he was waiting on him in his Cham: 
| ber, warming his Bed. A word ſpoken in : 


ſcaton, through God's bleſling, may ſave a 


ORR 


foul; and it 1s our duty to endeavour It, | 
Mr. Ignatins Fordan- of Exeter , was EX- | 
ceeding inſtrumental this wayz who would ' 


go from houſe to houſe to put his Neigh- 


bours 1n mind of their foul concerns. Hos | 
ly David was not afraid or aſham'd rv 


tp:ak of God before Kings, and to tell 
what God had done for his ſoul : and, ſaid 


_ be, Tmill teach tranſpreſſors thy waies , axd | 


gy jj*® it 6 _w; 


finners ſhall be converted unto thee, Plal. 51. | 
13. for, he that converteth a finner from the | 


error of his way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from death, | 


Fames 5, 20. When at any time your | 
neighbours are fick, and under the hand of | 
God, take that opportunity to viſit them, 


to put them in mind of Death and Judge- 


ment, znd fo make them ſenſible of the ne- | 


ceſficy of Faith and Repentance, without 
which there can be no hopes of Heaven, 
Our Proverb is, To ſtrike while the Tron is bot. 
Upon a Bed of Jlanguiſhing , when death 


looks men in the face, they ſeem ſerious, 


SANDS CH 


and fit toreceive the impreffion of faith- | 


ful. 


fl counſel for their- ſouls. - To which 


M I' = 
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joyn ſerious prayers for.the prayer of faith, 
(faith the Apoſtle) ſhall ſave the- ſick; and 
it may ſave the foul. 

. By provoking and encouraging our 
fellow-brethren in the way. of Heaven. 


We muſt exhort one another daily, while it 


is called to doy , Heb: 3. 13. And provoke 
one another unto love, and to good works > 
and ſo much the more , as we ſee the day ap- 
proaching, Acb. 10. 24,25, Wicked men, 
and the children of the Devil, have their 
go with us; and do fiir up one another 
in the way to Hell; and ſhall not” Saints 
edifie and build »h one another in their moſt 
holy Faith, Rom. 14. 19. 15-2. 1 Joh. 5. 
11, Eph. 4.29. 1 Cor. 14. 26. Jude 20. 
They that feared the Lord, ſpake eften' one to 
another, Mal. 3. 16. Chriſtians ought and. 
ſhould ſpend that time-in ſerious and-pro-: 
fitable diſcourſe; which others'ſperd and 
waſte in idle and vain diſcourſe, Say with 
the man after God's own heart', Come all - 
you that fear God , and I will tell you what 
he hath done for my Soul, That which. 
you have ſeen and heard, you muſt declfe 
to one another , 1 Fohn 3. 3, Hereby be 
helping forwards toward Heaven, and | 
comforting one another by the comiort 
wherewith our ſelves are comforted” r 
Got 
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God, 2 Cor. 1.4. When thou art converted, 
 Rrengthen thy Brethren, Luke-22. 32. 


4. We muſt do good to others, by di- / 


ſtributing to their outward wants and ne- 


. cellities, and hereby lay wp a greaſure in | 


4 
F 
| 
? 
| 
2 


Heaven, before our treaſure in Earth fail, and | 


we lole both, Matt. 19.21. This is to ho- 
- NOur the Lord with your ſubſtance , Prov. 


| 


3-9. This is to make friends withithe un- | 
righteous Mammon, and to provide your | 


{cives bags which wax not old, a treaſure 
1n the Heavens that faileth not, Luke 12. 
33+ This duty muſt not be forgotten, ( Heb. 
13. 16. ) becauſe *tis a ſowing of fced, 
2 Cor. 9.6. and jt will ſpring, and bring 
forth a crop or harycſt in this or the other 
World, Eccleſ. 11, 1, 6. God will not for- 
gct ity Heb. 6, 10, The Lord Jeſus will 
certainly reward it, Mat. 25. 40. AWell 


done, from Chriſt hereafter, will compen- 


: fate. all the ſervice of well-doers here, Matt. 
75 -Zlo 
5+. By labouring to keep up conſtant com- 
. munion with God in all boly duties. Chri- 
\Ftians , you may loſe time in the very ſer- 
.Vice.of God, .1f you are not careful therein 
' toconverſe with him. Take heed of a 
- Night ſpirit-in ſerious performances. God 
looks upon the Heart, and moſt there. 
oma krious preparation is neceſſary 0 
CIC 
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fore you approach the preſence of the High 
and Holy God. Foſeph thaved himſelf, be- 
fore he would come into Pharaohs pre- 
ſence. Let your Heaven-born ſouls in 
every duty , with the love ſick Spouſe, go 
out to meet your Lord 3 and take up with 
nothing elſe. *Tis not the piEure of the 
Husband , but the preſence of the Huf- 
band , that can fatiate the truly loving * 
longing Spouſe. It is a bleſſed fight to 
ſee ſouls working towards God, gaſpin 

and pantiog after the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Pſal. 42.1,2. Olabourfor ſuch a frame 
of heart, and bewail a narrow and con- 
tracted ſpirit. Do not perform duties for 
duties ſake, ſo as to make duties the end 
of duties 3 but as the medium, by which 
thy ſoul may draw nigh to God, ard meet 
with him. The-countenance and preſence 
of God in a duty, is the very ſuburbs:of 
plory, yea, the very gate of Heaven, Gen. 
28,17, Let this be in thy thoughts; and 
the very purpoſe of thy heart, and expect 
it vehemently in every acccls to God. Let 


. thy (cul follow. hard after God, and ſay, One 


thing bave I defired of the Lord , that will T 
ſeek after , that T may dwell in the houſe of 
the Lord all the daies of my life, Plal. 27. 
4. Pſal. 84. 2, Daties are only .the out- 


ward Court, but the form, ſhell, and carkaſs 
of 
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of Religion; as pipes without water, 
brealts without milk; as. fails without | 
wind, or as a body without a ſoul, that | 
hath no life, The increcafe of your Grace | 
and Holineſs depends upon your acquain- | 
tance and communion with the God of { 
Grace. It was Moſes this being in the | 
Mount, that made his face to ſhine; and | 
the Kings being at his Table, that cauſcd | 
the Churches Spikenard to ſend forth the | 
{mell thereof, Cant. 1.12. The preſence of | 
the glorious God on a Sabbath, the pre-. 
{ſence of God in Prayer, orat a Sacta- | 
ment, will be unto thy ſoul as marrow ard | 
fatneſs, and that which will make thy 
hands to drop with Myrrhe , and thy fin- | 
oers with ſweet-ſmeliing Myrrhe. Thus | 
it was with the Spouſe , when her Beloved 
put in his hand by the hole of the door, 
Cant. 5« 4, 5+ x 
. 6. By improving every Providence, every 
Comfort, every Croſs for Gods Glory, and our 
own ſpiritual advantage. God doth no- 
thing in vain; for he hath a peculiar re- 
ſpe& unto the good of his- people in all 
his diſpenſations : he doth time, meaſure 
and order every dark and afflicting provi- | 
* dence for his Churches advantage, Fer. 24. | 
5. Rom. $. 24. Heb. 12, 10, 11. God's | 
chaſtening and teaching, commonly go to- | 
gcther 3 b-- 


| 
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gether; therefore it is, we- muſt bear the 
Rod. and who hath appointed it, Mic, 6. 9. 
The Rod hath a Voice 3 Beaſts may feel 
the Rod, but the Believer hears the Rod. 
God's Rod ſhould make us like Aaroz's 
Rod, bud, bloſſom, and to bring forth the 
peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, Heb. 12. 
11. Now if you would be bettered by af- 
fliction, endeavour to do three things, © 

I. Tounderſtand the meaning or mind 
of God in them, for what fins committed, 
or duties neglected, they are ſent © AMfiQi- 
ons are God's meſſengers, and we ſhould 
never be quiet till we know their Errand, 
Fob 10, 2, 

2. See the hand of God in all thoſe af- 
fliions. So did David, Pſal. 39.10. And 
holy Fob, 1, 21. Hoſe 6. 1. 

3. Labour to anſwer the end of God in - 
your ſtraits and troubles, that'you might 
be made more humble, more holy , more 
heavenly than before, that we may ſay, 
and find, that it hath been good for us to 
be afflicted. We have as much reaſon to 
ſeek unto God for a bleſſing upon our 
daily Rod, as upon our daily Bread. 

7. Time muſt le redeemed by caſting.up 
your accounts every day, and ſo to makg even 
with God, and not get furdher into bis debg. 
This will bs the way to get an acquittance, 
tO 
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to procure a pardon, before you are callcd 

and. forced to an account. Secret duties, if | 
well done, are the ſweeteſt duties; and yet | 
ſadly neglected by Saints themſelves. You | 
ſhould retire every night, and ſpend a | 


little time in ſelt-examination 3 and when 
you fit alone, commune with your hearts, 
and call over the paſſages and actions of 


the day paſt. We read Gen. 24. 63. that | 


þ + A yy” 


Tſaac went out in. the evening; tide to me- | 
ditatez a precious duty, but rarely practi- ! 
ſed. Chriſtians ſhould ſpend void ſpaces | 
of Time in <jaculatory Prayer, and holy | 
Mcditation. And O how hard it is to | 


aſcend this Mount of Heavenly Medita- | 


tion! *Tis very eafic and delightſome to 
think of the World, the pleaſures of Sin 


Friends, Riches, worldly bufineſs; but to | 


meditate on God, Heaven, Eternity, the 
inſufficiency and vanity of the creature, the 


bitterneſs of fin, the certainty of death | 
and judgement, (the very inwards of Re- | 


ligion ) is very difficult. Before you lie 
down upon your Beds at night , call your 
ſelves to an account by ſuch, queſtions as 
=: . -. | A | 

1. I have livd many years 'in'_ the 


World ; what have I been doing all my | 


daies? Have I anſwered the end of my | 
| f 


Being ? 


2, Have | 
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2, Havel had a holy awe of God in the 
midſt of my worldly buſineſs this day? 


' What thoughts of Death and Judgement 
' have had? Where hath my heart been ? 


2. How have I performed duties this 


. day ? What hath been the ſins of this day, 


the mercies of this day , that I may beg-. 
the pardon of the one , and bleſs God for 
the other ? 

4. What aſſiſtance and communion with 
God have I had this day in the duties of 
his worſhip? Have not God and my foul 
been firangers this day , and many daies 
together ?. 

5, What have I done or ſpoken for God 
and his glory this day , in,my Family , or 
elſewhere? Have I demean'd my felf like 
a child of God this day ?. This 15 fo make 
Religion our buſineſs , or to. walk in the 
tear of the Lord all the day. 

8. Improve your time by endeavouring to 
order every daies work with reference to your 
laſt day. The end of every duty, and the 
great reaſon of redeeming time lies here, 


namely, that we may be fit to die, and 


ſtand before God. Therefore muſt we 
glorihe the infinitely holy God ,;and make 
him our friend. Hence it is that we mult 
ſecure our Souls and ſpeedily get into Jeſus 
Chriſt, and grow in grace, do good'to 
| | others, 
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. others, call our ſelves to an account, and | 
clear our title unto Heaven , that all our 0 
work may be done up while it is day, and} « 
none left to do, let Death call when it! 
will. - 
The Reaſons why our precious Time 
muſt be xedeemed, are, 
' I. Becauſe the dates are evil. 
2. Becauſe *tis a confiderable part of our | 
Chriſtian Wiſdom. (1 
Reaſon 1. Becauſe the daies are evil, 
This is the Apoſtles Argument to en- 
force the duty. Precious time , and evil | 
dates run parallel; therefore no part of a 
little cime muſt be loft. I ſhall inftance in | 
a few particularg to make it appear. 
I. The Tares of falſe Defirine or Diabo- 
tical, Blaſphemousr, Damnable Opinions, do | 
— *#bound. How do the Devils Agents endeas- | 
vour to raze and undermine the very toun- | 
dations and principles of the Chriſtian | 
Faith? Thoſe old and damnable Herefies | 
that have been condemned, and expunged | 
eut of the Church of God , are greedily | 
embraced-and (wallowed down by more | 
, than a few, 2 Tim.3.1. and 4.3.2 Pet.1.12. | 
Te therefore, Beloved, ſeeing you know theſe | 
before, beware leſt ye alſo, being led away with | 
the error of the wicked , fall from your fted- | 
faſtneſs, 2 Pet. 3. 17. 2 Tim, 1. 13+ ' 
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2. Mens flagitions lives , and moſt prodi- 


| giows fins, makes the daies ſtill evil, What 


exccrable abominations are there commit- 
ted upon the Stage of this evil World ! 
Iniquity abounds, Wickednels is in cregit, 


and Religion nnder diſgrace. Many hate 


the power of Godlineſs, but are not a- * 
ſhamed to wear the Devils Livery. May 
we not complain with the Prophet, and 
ſay as Hoſea 4. 12. There is no truth , or 
mercy , #or knowledge of God in the Land. 
By ſwearing, and lying, and killing, audſteal- 
ing, aud committing Adaltery, they break out, 
aud bloud toucheth bloud , therefore ſhall the 
Land mourn. And as Tſa.12.15. For our 
tranſgreſſions are multiplied before thee , aud 
our ſins teſtifie againſt ns and truth faileth, 
and be that departeth from iniquity, maketh 
himſelf a prey» And Amos 5. 10, 12, 15, 
They hate'bim that rebnketh in the pate, it is 
an evil time. | CINE 
3. Many are back-ſliden and Apoſta- 
tiſe, How are the Mighty fallen! the 
falling ſickneſs hath been an Epidemical 
Difeaſe, Mat. 24. 12, Becauſe iniquity ſhall 
abound, and the love of many}M1! wax cold, 
Jer. 2.2. 2 Tim, r. 15. Rev.2. 4. t 
4. Doth not God frown; and threaten 
to remove the Candleftick, and leave us in 
darkneſs ? Rev. 2.5, Amos 0, 9,1. 
| 5, How 
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5. How 1s the Family of God, and] 


Friends of Chriſt, divided ,: and ſubdivi- 
ded one from another? Moab and Ammon, 
Herod and Pilate, can unite againl(t Chriſt 


and his Intereſt, when Chriſt's lictle flock | 


are at a diſtance one unto the other, 1 Cor. 
3:3, 4+ And when it thus comes to. pals, 


the daics are evil, and our time had necd | 


be redeem:d. 


Rcealon 2. Redceming the time, will ren- | 


der us truly wiſe. Sce that yore walk circum- 
ſpedly , not as fools, but as wiſe , redeeming 
the time, Ephcſ. 5.15. Ecclef, 6. 5, The 


wiſc mans heart ( faith Solomon ) diſcern- | 
eth both Time and Judgement. To work | 


while it is day, and to do-a great deal of 


work in a little time , commendeth: the | 


wiſdom of the Agent. Whatever Learn- 
ing, Parts, Endowments men have, they 


are not wiſe, unleſs they redeem, the time. | 
The men of Tſachar were of great account | 
. with David, becauſe they had underſtand- | 


ing of Times , to know what Iſrael ought to 


do, 1 Chron. 12. 32+ The Wiſe God, in | 


whoſe hands is our time, taxes the Fews 


for fools, notabſerving the Time, Jer. 8.7,8. 


and fo doth-our Lord Jeſus the Phariſees, | 


Matt. 16. 2,3. Therctore redeeming of 
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time is called a walking in wiſdom , as the | 


The 


Apoſtle expreſſeth it, Col. 4. 5. 
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The APPLICATION. 


Uſer. EjIrft, If Time muſt be redeemed, 


we may infer , That ſure theri 
there is an Fternity. Let all the waſtevs of 
time, count upon it, It is as certain as ally 
thing in this World, That there is another 
World. You may venture "your Lives, 
your Souls, and all, upon the cruth of it. 
Why ſhould the blefſed Apefile Paul pres 
Believers ſo firitly to redeem time, but in 
order to their everlaſting welfare? Afﬀure 
thy {elf of it, and believe it as firmly asf 
both Eternities did now preſent themſelves 
to thy bodily eyes, and thou did [ee the 
Devils and Reprobates in their Chains of 
darkneſs, -and hear them cry and roar in 
thoſe eternal flames: and alſo fee Abra- 
bam, Iſaac and Facob'; and all the Saints 
departed, upon the Throne , ſinging the 
Song of Moſes , and the Lamb. 'This is 
that which is either bcliev'd or fear'd by 
the be(t and worſt of men. O that it might 
have a deep and laſting impreſſion upon 
all-your hearts. I IISIT] 

2. The opportunity of Time is a very pre= 
cious priviledge. To have a gale of oppor- 
tunity to convey us to glory, or the white 
flag upon the wall, inviting us unto our 

| work, 
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work,to ſue out our pardon before it is too 
late, Time is a rich 1n- 


*- Punitum t, valuable Treaſure, and| 
quod vivimus & yet a tranſient Treaſure, | 
punto minus. =* Time (God's Poſt) runs | 

Apace 3 yea, flics as It were | 


trea- | 


EY w—_—— .— dad” ——_— 


| 

upon Eagles wings, and will bz gone. | « 

Time is compared to golden Sands run-| | 

ning between two Eternities,and * tis anin-| ] 
finite mercy they are til] running, that you | 7x 
have a day to work out your (alvation, to! # 
agree with the Adverſary while he is 111 the! « 
way, viz. to make up the breach between} = 

God and your fouls, Rey. 2. 21» The con-! » 

tinuance: of Time is very uncertain, "The, « 
time 23s ſhort, © Cor. 7. 29, The whole is| ff 
but a ſpan, a very little ſpace. Tis but | f 
few daics more, and then thy laſt day af 2 
few hours more, and then thy departing| v 
-bours a few breathings more, and then, thy E 
laſt breath. | = 
| 13+ Time, as precious as it is, and which| | 

ſhould be redeemed at any rate, is often let ſlip.| q 
What ſhall we do to pals away the time?j I 

is common in fome mens} Cc 

Non exiguum tem- mouths'3 it's a commor-} t 
- rp _— ſea dity that lies upon: their} t 
——a_ p714m3* hands they know not} e 
what to do with it. How! b 

profuſc and prodigal arc moſt of this great ( 
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treaſure » who make no improvement of 
it? How often hath opportunity come to 
* us, and waited on us, but very few are 


«| found to Tay hold upon it ? To how many 


| Time-waſters may that killing Text, Lyke 
19, 41, 42. be applied? And when he 
| came near, he beheld the City, and weptz _ 
-| he could not ſpeak it without tears, ſaying, 
' Tf thou hadſft known (even thou at leaſt) in 


| this thy day, the things which belong unto 


e| eyes, 


| thy peace , but now they are hid from thine 


4+ Spirital ſloth, whereby we loſe ſo much 


-| of our precions time , is a ſire evil, and very 


e| dangerous. Slothfulneſs ( Solomon faith) ca- 
s| fteth into a deep ſlcep,Prov.19.15. The floth- 


ful man 1s like the door on the hinges, Prov. 
26, 14. the flothful is Brother to the great 
 waſter, Pro.18.9. Therefore be not ſlothful, 
Rom. 12.11. Heb.6.12. We read that Foſhwa 
ſaid to the Sun, Szand ſtill, but God never 
| {aid to the Soul, Stand ftill. Religion re- 


| quires ation, labour, di- 


ligence 3 for it doth not xyjgug pars- eff 

confiſt in airy, empty no- wvite quan 105 

tions, and ſpeculations of 7v2ms. 

the head 3 but in the ex- | 

erciſe of the mind and heart. Habits muſ 

| be exerted , Grace improved , Heaven 
(that is all up*hjll) muſtbe Grived for, and 

AJ gotten 
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gotten , as it were, by force and vidtory, 
'Tis a ſhameful and deformed fight, to 
ſee a man profeiling Godlineſs in a Le} 
thargie, and not proſecuting his duty. Caſt! 


off thy lazie and dull ſpirit and temper, 
left thou be found that wicked , flothful,| 


and unprofitable ſervant, who mult be cafiſ 


Into utter darkneſs, Matt. 25. 26. 30, Let 


me ſay to you, as the Daxites to their bre-| 


thren , having ſpied out a good Land; 
Fudges 18, 9, Are ye flall ? Ariſe, and by. 
xot ſlothful to go,and to poſſeſs the Land. The; 
Heavenly Countrey is bcfore you 3 arile,: 
and work, and loſe it not for want of 1! 
bour, Let not ſpiritual ſloth, by eating; 
out your time, hinder your work, and rob 
you of your wages, Rev. 3. IL. | 

5. If the beſt of Saints ſhould redeem their 
time, what have ſinners need to do ? You! 
that have been ſlumbring and ſleeping all! 
your time, and not gone one ſtep in the| 

| way to Heaven, but many in the way to 
Hell, had necd up and be doing, or elſe you| 
will be eternally undone. Whilſt it is called] 
to day, if you will bear bis voiee, harden nd 
your hearts. Do not ſpend fo freely of thi) 
ſwift and precious fiream of Time, every] 
drop of, which , hath an influence upon} 
Eternity. Kowing thevime , that now it u 
 bigh time #0 awake out of ſleep. The night, 


fatl 
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| far ſpent, the day is at hand; caſt off theres 


fore the works of darkneſs, and put on the ar= 
mour of Light. Let us walk honeſtly, as in 
the Day not in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, 
not in Chambering and Wantonneſs , not in 
Strife and Envy but put you on the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt , and make no proviſion for #he 
fleſh, to fulfill 1he Iufts thereof, Rom. 13. 12, 
13, 14. 

* If time, and every part and mament of 
it, muſt be improved; This ſerves to confute 
thoſe that reproach ſerious diligence in Duty, 
as a needleſs thing. If the bulinels of our 


! immortal fouls did not require great care 


and diligence, why doth Paxl here enjoin 
us to walk circumſpedtly, not as fools, but 
as wiſe? Chriſtians, *cis your wiſdom to 


ri; know your work, and the time to do it. 
{ There's no trifling about Eternity z Now 
| 1s the day for the things of your - PEACE, 
{ let it not be hid from your eyes. It will 
{ be very (ad, when you are paſſing into the 
| other World, to fee that you have all yuur 
life-time been ſowing the wind. 


Uſe 2, Examination. Try whether you 


| areredeemers of time, or 10t. 


Refle& upon what I have faid, and thy 


7 Conſcience will tell thee, thou haſt ſpent 
| m{t of thy time in fin andvary. How 


{ruit- 
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fruitful are thy duties? Are thy hours for | 
God? Do Time and Duty go hand in} 
hand ? May(t thou not cry out, many a! 
time , Diem perdid; ! daily I loſe a day, : 
Examine your ſelves, don't filence or ſtop 
:the mouth of Conſcience; if fo, it will 
cry aloud another day. 

Let me ask you thele fery queſtions. 

1. Have you ſeriouſly bewail'd the loſs : 
of time, and bege'd thepardon of it ? | 

2, Have your fouls fincerely clos'd with 
Jeſus Chriſt, and freely and fully given up 
and refigned your ſelves to him to be his 
for ever. 

3. Do the great concerns of Gods glo- 
ry, and your falvation,. bear down all be-} 
fore them? Canſt thou ſay, Though I fol- | 
low my Calling, and take care for my Fa-! 
mily , yet I am moſt (ollicitous about my! 

- everlaſiing condition ? Whether they be; 
pleaſures or profits, I can fay, Pleaſures of 
fin be gone, World ſtand by.. There is a 
God to (ſerve and honour; I have a ſoul} 
muſt be ſan&ified and faved : I have a ſhort! 
time to-redeem, I have a debt to pay, an! 
account to give, a ſentence to receive, an! 
eternity to live. This is not to be ſlighted;! 
I muſt and will ſave my foul; Hell 1s moſt: 
intollerable and eternal]. 

4. Will you now promiſe and ſtand to) 

It} 


| 
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it, that for the future you will trade more 
for Eternity, and.get better Evidences for 
Heaven ? go about the work of Faith and 
Repentance ſpeedily; left Death ſhonld 
call, and you not ready. . 


Uſe 3. Of Lamentation. That Profeſſors 
ſhould be ſs far from redeeming of time, or of 
doubling their diligence, that they neglef 
their duty, I may cry out with the Pro=- 
phet, Call for the mourning women 3 for 
who 1s not guilty in this kind ? Amos 5. 
16, Sirs, for this ſhould our ſouls mourn 
in ſecret places the ſerious conftideration 
of which, is enough to fetch bloud from 
our hearts, and flouds of tears from our 
eyes» How little care 15 taken in ſpend- 
ing that well, which when it is gone, we 
have no hope it can be reftored to us a- 
gain, Do not you complain of the want 
of time, ſeeing you waſte time. There 
are many poor frivolous excuſes: The 
Servant will fay;, that he hath a hard, 
cruel- Maſter , the Wite complains of her 
wicked Husbandz the Chiid of his un- 
godly Father 3 another, of the poverty of 
his Family 3 he can ſpare no time, Who- 
ever pretends the want, of time, let tne tell 
thee, tnou haſt a carna], dead, ſinful, floth- 
ful heart, the cauſe of all. Batt tliou not 
G2 time 


| 


' (50) 
time for every other thing, namely, a time 
for cating, drinking, flceping, potting, pi- 
ping, playing, and none for Heaven? Can 
you rile early , go to bed late, and cat the 
bread of carcfulneſs, to get the meat that 
periſheth 3 and find no time for God and 
your Souls? Will this excuſe thee another 
day, thou careleſs ignorant, deluded Soul ? 
Your Corn,Cattel, your Sheep, your Swine, 
your Hawks, your. Horſes, and Dogs, are 
cared for but for the better part; there's 
NO care at all. Wilt thou tell the great 
and terrible Judge, at the laſt day, I would 
have been ſaved, but I had no time? There 
are many that eat their bread by the ſweat 
of their brows , that take time for their 
fouls; who will be brought in as witnel- 
{cs againſt you at the laſt day. Will you 
{ſquander away your time, and the daies 
evil, and opportunities for your ſouls hard- 
ly come at? O conſider , it's high time to 
awake out of ſlcep. 


Exbortation to redeem Time. 


Uſe 4. You have heard what 1t is to 
redeem Time, and how Time muſt be re- 
deem'd. Now let all reſolve, without delay, 
to 


(51) | 
to put this ſo neceſſary a duty in pralice. Let 
young ones reſolve upon it, and the mid- 
dle-aged with the hoary-heads. Tender 
onto thy God the cream and flower of thy 
Ape and Time, and think it not too ſoon. 
In things of far leſs moment , you are for 
haſte and ſpeed. If you were ſtarving for 
want of bread, you would think every 
hour long, till you had a ſupply. If your 
bodies were tortured and tormented with 
pain and fickneſs, would you think that 
eaſe and health might come too ſoon ? IE 
a man were in the S-a near ſinking, can a 
Boat come too ſoon ? Or can a condemned 
malefa&tor have his pardon too ſoon? Haſt 
thou lived without God, and Satan's ſlave, 
and in danger of dropping into Hell, fit- 
teen or twenty years and canſt thou gec 
into Chriſt to ſecure thy immortal foul too 
ſoon ? Haſt thou not been the Devils too 
long already ? Suppoſe thou hadfſi died in 
thy Chriſtleſs ſtate, where had thy ſoul 
been? Is it not better to be the Lord's 
Servant, than Satan's ſlave? Ask the god+ 
ly man that hath made trial, and he will 
tell thee. The ſooner thou art in a ſtate 
of Grace, the fitter thou wilt be for Glo- 
ry. Make ſpeed 1a thy work, do thy ſpir- 
tual buſineſs; thy wages is ſure, and thou 
ſhale be bleſſed, Conſider, there was never 
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any-one repeated { living or dying ) that 

. they were the Lord's , and converted be- 
' t1mes. 

And for you, that have paſt the time of 
youth, in the ſatisfying youthful Juſts, and 
kv'd, it may be thirty, forty, or fifty years 
in a Courle of fm and vanity > Is 1t not 
more than time for you, to bethink your 


ſclves? In ſo many years you have made | 


f:d work; who can tell how often you 
have offended, that have been prophane 
Swearers, Drunkards, Lyars, Sabbath- 
breakers, ſo long ? If you were certain of 
living ſo many years to come, yet the De- 
vil, the World,and your Helliſh Luſts, have 
had half yonr time, O let the time paſt 
ſufſhce, Know, your times are in God's 
hands, Pſal. 31. 15« fo that you are not 


certain of a day to come ; therefore be- | 


gin, and make ſpeed in your work. 

Death hath raiſed his batteries, you can 
have bur a few ſands in your glaſs , your 
departing hour cannot be far, your candle 
15 within the ſocket , and it may be1s come 


ro a (tinking ſnuff, Do you not ſee the | 


Reepers of the old rotten houſe begin to 


|. tremble, and the firong men bow them- 


{clves? Exped the next blaſt the houſe to 
fail. If you that are leaning on your 


And for the gray- headed, againfi whom | 


ſtaves, | 
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faves, and looking through your Spccta- 
cles, being ready to enter upon Eternity, 
don't mind your work immediately, Woe, 
woe be unto you for ever. If God ſhould 
work a ſpiritual miracle, in convertingand 
pardening an old gray-headed finner, that 
hath been idle till the eleventh hour, Matt. 
20. 6. would it not be matter of amaze- 
ment, and wonder to men and Angels ? 
for the Devil to be caſt out of poſlchon | 
after he hath been an Inhabitant three- 
ſcore years and more, for ſuch an one to' 
be born again, would be {irange indeed. I 
have heard of an old man , who being re- 
ally converted , not long before his death, 
cauled this to be written on his Tomb . 
Here Iyeth a very aged man of THREE . 
TEARS Old. He reckoned all his time 
and lite before as loft, and worth nothing, 

Now that you that have put off God, 
and hazarded your ſouls fo long already, 
might loſe no more time, conſider theſe 
Motives: 


I. The preſent time is Gods time, and © 
muſt be yours. 

2. God, the Righteons Fudge will reckon 
with you for your time. 

3+ Tow have ſolemnly promiſed to redeem. 
it. 
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4. Men take and improve opportunity for 


other things. 


5. Satan, your deadly enemy, is alwaies | 


buſie, and will loſe no time. 


6. Saving grace is an aftive and ſpring- | 


1ng-priaciple. 
7. Time once had, and loſt, cannot be re- 
- called. 


+ 
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S. Conf. How they prize Time that have | 


loft it. 
9. (God bath joined Time and Duty toge+ 
ther. | 


10. On this moment of Time , Eternity | 


depends. 


Abotive 1. Confider , The preſent time is | 
Gods, and it muſt be yours. Don't you | 
hear the Holy Gholt ſay, It # now high time | 
to ſeek, the Lord and calling to you, Come | 
away, make ſpeed ? Hoſe 10. 12, Decelaies | 


and Lazinets, are the two great Gulphs, 1n 
which multitudes of fouls are drowned, 
and periſh, How many are now in Hel), 
that purpoſed and promiſed to turn to 
God ( as you do) hereafter? O fear and 
tremble, left it ſhould be your caſe. To 
enforce this, take theſe few hints. 

I. The prefent time hath moſt Pre- 
ccpts; and Gods Commands, like War- 
rants in the Kiogs Name, mult be obeyed 

| on 
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on ſight thereof, We fay, Muſt is for the 
King : If thou art young, read Feeleſ. 12+: 
I. Remember nowithy Creator in the daies- 
of thy youth. To day, if you will bear his 
voice,barden not your hearts, Plal. 95.7. Kirjt 
ſeek the Kingdom of God , Mat. 6. 33. Yow 
muſt not ftay long, Hol. 13.13, Blels God, 
and wonder the golden thread of precious * 
time 15 ſpinn'd out fo long. gen 

2, It hath moſt Promiſes, and they are 
great and precious, I will receive your faith 
the Lord. They that ſeek me early, ſhall find 
me. The preſent time is an accepted 
time 3 in which God may be found , Pſal. 
32. 6, Now God calls, Heh. 3.7. and you 
may come and welcome, Fohbn 6.37. And 
it will be matter of unſpeakable comfort 
to a mandying, and looking into Erer= 
nity, to know he hath done the work for: 
which he had his life and time. 

3. You have the beſt Examples. And 


who are gone to Heaven before. Your 
dear Lord would loſe no time 3 I muſt do 
the work, of bim that ſens me. while it is day. 
When faithful Abraham was to offer his ſon 
Taac, he made haſte, Gen. 22. 3. he roſe up 
carly in the morning. Mary M2dales came 
early in the morning to enquire after, and 
to ſee the Lord Jeſus whom her:ſoul lov'd; 
Mark 16,2, C5 Mo- 
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Motive 2. God the righteons Fudge will | 
reckon with you for your time. Not only | 
for your healch, wealcttg,ftrength, parts, | 


graces, memories, but for every minute of 
your time. It at the day of Judgement 
we muſt give an account for every 1dle 
word, much more for fo great a Talent, 


fo rich a Treaſure as Time. A Heathen | 
- could fay, that every wile man muſt 2am ' 


01 quam negotis rationem reddere, give an | 
account of his bufineſs , and of his idle- | 
neſs, You may, like fools, wafte your | 
time, negle& your duty, and fiand out a- | 
gainſt the Call of God; but it will coſt | 


you dear Eccleſ. 11.9. Rejoice, O young | 
man, in thy youth, and let thine heart cheav | 
zhee in the dates of thy youth; and walk in | 


the daies of thy youth, and walk in tbe waies 
of thine heart, and in the fipht of thine 
eyes : but know thou, for all theſe things God 
will [ring thee unto judgement, The great 


Eandlord of your time, is at great expence | 


co continue it, Thoſe luminaries of Hea- 
ven, over your heads; and pricipally, the 
Prince of all the Lights of Heaven, the 
Sun, that glorious and mighty Gyant, the 


Prince and Crown of all corporal Creas | 


ns 


tures, do tire, and waſte (as it were) their | 


Ceelcfiial vigour, to beget and give time. | 
Fime is fo rich a Jewel , that God would | 
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have yo man value it to another. If one 
man had hurt another, he was to pay both 
for his Cure, angglols of Time, Exod. 21+ 
19, 19, SO I you, at the great Day 
of Account, for all your Time, for every 
Sermon you have heard, for every Sabbath 
and Sacrament you have had all your 
daics. 

Motive 3. Tou have all promiſed to redeem 
your time. The Vows of Fehovah are up> 
pon you. Say with David, I will pay my 
Vows, If the godly man. will pertorm 
his promiſe to his hurt, Pſal. 15. 4. much 
more ſhould you for your profit. Take 
the Counſel of the Wiſe Man, Eecleſ. 5. 
4, 5» When thou voweſt a vow unto God , de- 
fer not to pay it : Pay that which thou haſt 
vowed : better it is #hat thou ſhouldſt not vor, 
than to vow, and not pay. How often you 


have engaged your ſelves to leave your | 


known fins, and to live ſoberly, and righte» 
ouſly, and godly in this preſent world , Jet 
Conſcience witneſs. If you that have re- 
ſolved to read, pray, ſanRifie the Sabbath, 
&c. ſhould fill wafte and trifle away the 
time, 1t. will not only be a breach of pro- 
miſe , but a fin againſt Light, for which 
thy heart will reproach thee 3 And if thine 
beart condemn thee, God is greater than thine 
beart, and knoweth all things, 1 Fohn 3.20. 
Rememt-» 
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Remember the promiſes thou didfi make 
_ ar ſuch a Sacrament, or when firuck at 
the heart by ſuch andgſuch a Sermon z 
or whean Death was in thy Family, or 
thy iclt near unto itz And defer not to 
perform thy Covenant: God, who 15 a 
God of Truth, will not be mocked 3 and 
chat you ſhall know Cre it be long. Feptha 
would perform his Vow to God) I have, 
ſaid he, opened my mouth unto the Lord, I 
cannot go back, Judg. 11.34, 35+ Herod tor 
his Oath ſake, murdered Fohn the Baptiſt, 
Mat. 14.9, 10. How many times haſt thou 
Engaped to dedicate and devote thy ſelf 
to God and his ſervice ? Therefore ſay, 
Lord , for my Promiſe ſake T will ſacri- 
fice my ſelf , and become thine , redeeming 
my time, for thy glory, and mine own ſal> 
Vatlone 

Motive 4, Conſ. Men take and improve 
opportunities for other things, The fitteſt 
and beſt time is taken for buying , ſel- 
log, plowing, ſowing, and gathering into 
Barns and eſpecially in evil and hard 
times. Men will riſe early, run, ride, and 
labour in the very fire, as the Prophet 
ſpeaketh. Redeeming the time, 'tis a Me- 
taphor taken fom Merchants, that will 
be early in the Market, left the oppor- 
tunity. of buying the beſt Commodities 


ſhould | 
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ſhould be lock. The Proverb is, That Time 
and Tyde ſtays for no man, and that we muſt 
make Hay while the Sun ſhineth. There's 
none but the ſluggard will ſlcep in Har- 
veſt; the diligent Husband-man will not 
loſe a day then. Chriſtians, 1n this great 
affair of your precious, immortal, and ne- 
ver-dying fouls, do as men about other 
things. Millers and Marriners obſerve 
and improve every gale of wind; yea, the . 
Stork in the Heaven,the Turtle, the Crane, 
and the Swallow , know and obſerve the 
time of their coming, Fer. 5.7. They 
that ſay, to day, or to morrow, we will 
go into ſuch a City, and buy, and fell, and 
get gain, Fam. 4. 12, will, as we ay, turn 
every ſtone, and loſe no time to buy a good 


bargain, to make a rich purchaſe : And 


ſhall not we redeem our time, and make 
the beft of our ſpiritual markets , to make 
proviſion for our ſou!s, that are more 
worth than all the World ? | 
Motive 5. Satan, that Enemy, aud grand 
Soul-deluder > is alwaies buſie. He 1s an 
active Devil, and he loveth to find us 1dle. 
Chriſtians, this old Serpent 15 never more 
at work, than when we are idle; for idle- 
neſs laycth a man open to all his helliſh 
fnares and temptations and then if temp- 
tations come, you are out of Gods way - 
an 
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and if Satan find you on his ground , he 
will be too-chard for you» The Apoſile 
tells us he goeth about, and ftill offers 
temptations for the waſting of our time, 
This roaring Lion hath a large Circuit 
for ever fince he was caſt out of Heaven, 


he hath been going to and fro in the Earth, | 


and walking up and down init, Fob 1.7, 


His grand defign is to devour, 1 Pet. 5. 8, | 


This black Prince loves to prey upon pre- 
cious ſouls; the ſoul being that ſweet mor- 
ſel he is fill gaping at. This Adverſary 
hath his ſeveral walks, he is in the Shop, in 


the Market, in the Street, in the Chamber, | 
in the Cloſet, and every where, where fin | 


- 153 And he 1s allo in the Congregation 
among the Aſſemblies of the Saints, when 


they are about ſpiritual ſervice. When | 
Fofhua, the High-Prieſt, fiood before the | 


Lord, Satan was ftanding at his right-hand 
to reſiſt him, Zech. 3. 1. This deadly ene- 
my was with Chriſt ana his Diſciples at 


the Paſſeover, for there he entred into Fu- | 


das, Fobn, 13. 26, 27. Therctore, Chrifti- 
ans, we have need to work and watch too, 

The Devil that hates you and all man- 
kind, doth befiir himſelf; he goeth forth 
into the broad way of prophanefs,and there 
he tenders, and tempts mea with ſenſual 


 objets 3 and he entreth into the by-path 
| o 
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of error, appearing as an Angel oi Light, 
and enticeth wanton wits to ſuck down 
the poylon of his damnable Doctrine. 
And when once he hath inje&ed his poi- 
ſon into the head, how much time is ſpent 
in Writing and Diſputing to defend his 
Delufions> We read , that it was while" 
men ſlept , this enemy (Satan) came and 
ſowed Tares among the Wheat, Matt. 13. 
25, 39- Heisa working buſic Devil, ne- 
ver at leiſure, but is alwaies ſpreading his 
Baits, and caſting hls Snares and Nets to 
catch Souls. Therefore be ye ſober, be 'vi- 
gilant, and watch unto Prayer,and imploy 
this talent of precious Time well. Idle- 
neſs is Satans Shop, and the Mother of 
Miſchief. David was at leiſure, and on the 


| roof of his houſe, when Satan prevailed by . 


that (ad temptation, 2 Sam. 11-3. There- 


. fore ſet God alwaies before you , keep in 


his way, and be doing your Daty, that you 
may be kept from his fiery Darts. The 
flying Bird is ſ:ldom hot; the cautelous, 
diigent, active ſoul, is moſt (ecure, 
Motive 6. Time once gone, cannot be re- 
called Time paſt, is gone for ever 5 
Time preſent ( if we may fo call it) is go- 
ing 3 future Time js mofi uncertam 
neither Men or Angels can hinder, or 
flop it 3 tury, or bring it back again; If 
oOppor- 
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Opportunities be not now taken, they may 
never be had, Be good Husbands of your 
time, and work now , or you may never 
work. Times redemption , may be your 
ſalvation therefore follow and improve 
the light , before darkneſs overtake you, 
You all know, . that yeſterday , or the laſt 
hour, will never come again. If thou 


had as much treaſure in thy cuſtody or | 
power, as the whole World is worth, it | 


cannot purchaſe one minute of time palt. 
You that are old , may as cafily call back 
your youth, or become young again, as re- 


cover any part of this precious time, Luke | 


I 9. 42. 
Motive 7. The nature of ſaving grace, is 


working and ſpringing up which turneth | 


all the Powers and Facaltics of the Soul 
Heaven-ward, Such is the activity and 
vigour of this gracious Nature, that it 
will bring a man to a JYhat wilt thou have 
me todo? Acts 9. 6 Ephel. 2. 10. Tis not 
a lazy and lang :id .hing, but fall of. lite 
and power. Tix ſtate of Sin in Scrip« 
ture, 1s defcrib-d by dzath and darkneſs, 
which arc a c ſition and privation of. 


Life, and Light, and Motion; and the | 


ſtate of Grace is deferibe1 by Life, Eph. 2, 
which 15 powertu}, a.1d moſt vivacious, like 
the ſword of the Lord, and Gideon, doing 
great 
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great things. It is no wonder to ſee the 
men of the World, that are born after the 


| fleſh,to be dull, ſluggiſh, and unaQive. But 


you that have a Divine Nature, and a Spirit 
of life and power in your hearts, ſhould 
be diligent and laborious, 2 Tim, 1. 6. 
Rom, 8, 2. This living principle of Grace, 
made the Holy Apoftle, who cxcited others 


\ toredeem their time, ſo to employ his Ta- 


Mad ck Gl. Lo ed,” ace "_ 


| lent; the grace of God in him, made 


him labour more than they all, 1 Cor.'15. 
19% The ſtreams of Grace that flow into 
the Sou), are called Rivers of Living Water, 
John 7. 38. and a Well of Water, ſpring- 
ing up unto Eternal Life, John 4.14. So that 
Chriſtians have greater advantage of do- 
ing good, and of living to God's glory. 
Therefore ſtir up the grace of God that 
isinyou 3; caſt off ſlothfulneſs, and put on 
diligence ; and laying afide every weight, 
rejoyce (as the Sun) to run the race that 
Is ſet before you. 

Motive 8. Conſider , How highly they 
prize time , that have loſt it , and are come 
to the end of it and who , with the loſs of 
time, have loſt themſelves: We have many 


 dread{ul Examples , that fiand as ſo many 


Sea-marks, to warn us to take heed. 
The poor Jews were utterly undone 
by it. The Lord only knows how many 
| of 
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of them are now in flames, that ſuffer the 
vengeance of eternal fire, for not impro- 
ving the day of Grace, Luke 19. 42. Matt, 
23.37. The fooliſh Virgins having loſt the 
opportunity of buying Oyl, came too late 
to the door. And Eſau ftaid too long tg 
get. the Bleſſing 3 moli do things when it 
is too late. Men go to bed late, riſe Jate, 
£0 to market late, come to Church late, 


and make peace with God when it is too| 
late. The old 1/raelizes marched towards | 


Canaan when it was too late, and 1o loſ 


that good Land. O how dreadful will} 


mercy ſlighted, -and time loſt be. to the as 


wakened foul, when ic comes to die, ſeeing | 


it ſelf in a Chriſtleſs ate ! It was a ſpeech 
- once of a woman in terror of Conſcience, 
when divers Miniſters and others came to 
her in a way of comforting her , ſhe looks 
with a gaſily countenance upon them, and 


gives them this anſwer, Call back, Time «| 


gain if you cancall back Time again , then 
there may be hope for me : but Time is gone. 
Another great Lady upon her death-bed, 
cryed out, All too late, all too late, a World 
of Wealth for an Inch of Time. Another 
Gentlewoman , (of whom I have heard ) 
who was wont to employ this precious ta- 
lent of Time, in playing at Cards, and ſuch 


like Games , coming from her ſport late | 


in 
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in the night, finding her Waiting-maid 
(that was religious ) reading in a good 
Book 3 and caſting her eyes in the Book 
over the Maids ſhoulder, ſpeaks theſe 
words, or to this eff-&, Thou poor melan- 
cholly ſoul | what alwaies reading, and ſpend- 
ing thy time thus ! wilt thou take no com- 
fort in thy life? The Gentlewoman re» 
tiring to her Chamber, went to bed. . The 


| Maid lodging in the ſame room, perceiv'd 


her Miſtreſs under great diſquiet, and per- 
turbation of Spirit, ſighing, and groaning 
bitterly. The Servant hearing of it, fe» 
veral times call'd to her, to know the yea- 
ſon ſhe could not ſleep : the maid urging 
of her. at laſt ſhe cried ont, and ſaid, / 
read this word ETERNITY 3% thy Book, 
which hath ſo pierced my heart , that T be-- 
lieve I ſhall never ſleep more , ill I have a 
better aſſurance of mine Eternity. Another 


| wanton Lady, that had waſted her time in 


ſenſuality, who died not many weeks paſt, 
told her vitious Mother , ſtanding by her 
Bed-fide, That it was 200 late to ſpeak of 
God to her ,, for you have undone me, and IT. 
am going to Hell before , and you will cer- 
tamly come after, It is common with many 
dying,and going into the other world, ſad- 


| lyto bewail the loſs of time. When they 


tear Mercy is going , Patience expiring, 
| and 
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and the time reſpited for Repentance over 
then they prize opportunities at anothe 
rate» And O what would the damned in 
Hell give to be admitted into the World, 
if they might but enjoy one day , ot 
hour, to deliver themſelves from that 
dreadful place of torment, Luke 16. 27, 
28, | | 
Motive 9. Confid:r, Gd hath joined 


Time and Duty together : and that in twif ; 


reſpects; 
I, In reſpe& of Aſſiſtance, 
2, In reſpe& of Acceptance, 


I. God hath jo1ned Time and Duty to- | 


gether, in reſpe& ot Alliftance : and whit 


Infinite Majeſty hath joined , muſt not byf 
any means be {eparated, Work and Time} 
Opportunity and Duty muſt go together;| 


Adam had his work in Paradice, before the 


fall. And the ſecond Adam was alwaie| 
in action, to the end of his daijes. His| 


meat and drink was to do the will of his 
Father. Nullus mihi per otium dies exit, 
I have no day for Idleneſs, was the lan- 
guage of a Heathen. Chriſtians, do your 
work in ſeaſon , and you ſhall have alt 


ſtance. God's opportunity is as wind to| 


the ſails, or as oil to the wheels, which 


will make you glide through dithcule du- | 


ties with much facility. If we work in 
God's 


| ſpt 
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} God's time, God will work with us ,.and 


we (hall be workers together with him. 
Golpel-time is in order to Goſpel-work 3 


| ſpiritual opportunities are appointed and 


continued for ſpiritual duties. The work 
of Faith, Repentance, Mortification of fin, 
the plucking out right eyes, the chopping 
off right arms, fighting and wzeſtling with 
the Powers and Prince of darknels, are 
exceeding difficult ; but God, whole arm 
is potent, will give power: and how eaft- 
ly will great work or ſcrvice be done, 
when there is great aſſiſtance in the doing 


of it? A burden that is too heavie for one 


| to lift, by the help of another will come 


up eaſie, This Paul witneſſeth, Phil. 4. 


13. 1 can do all things through Chriſt which 


_ aa ad bc: 


ftrengtheneth me. The iceble Fews, by the 


| help of Fehovah , raiſed the walls of Ferw> 


1 


ſalem from its very rubbiſh , and that in 


 ſpight of all oppoſition, Neh 4, 2, 3. and 


6.15. they plying the work , the Lord 
was with them by his great power and 
lirong hand : they made their prayer unto 
God, when firength was almoſt decayed, 
and laboured in the work from the riſing 


| of the morning, till the ſtars appeared, 


and fo the wali was finiſhed. Let time 


| be redeemed, and then a great deal of 


Work may be done in a little time ; God's 


oppor- 
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opportunity will make believing and "4 
penting caſte, Luke 19. 6. Ads 2, 37. 4, 


Ads 16.14.34. O therefore while ic is day]. 


work out your ſalvation 3 for iz is Gy 
which worketh in you both to will and to 
of his good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 12, 13. 

2, God hath joined Time and Duty 
In reſpe& of Acceptance. Every times 
nat an accepted time, 2 Cor. 6, 2, Th 


Iſraelites that refuſed to march up to Col 


#aax at God's command, toſi their oppor 


tunity, and afterward he would neither /ſ 
fift them, nor accept them. If thou ſtayell 
till God's time be paſt and gone, art thou! 
ſure God will accept thee hereafter! 
There is a time when God will not bt 
found, will not be ſpoken withal, T/a. 551 
6. Eſau ſought the bleſſng wtih tears, and 
It was denied him, Heb. I2, I7. Prov. 1.209) 
Do not fay, what need ſo much ſpeed} 
what need ſo much improving of time, {| 
much reading, hearing, praying preach} 
ing ? But reſolve upon thy duty now 

Never. | 
Motive 10, Laſtly, Confider, That « 
the preſent moment of time, Eternity depend: 
This deep and heart-affeting Meditatiot 
ſhould even: {wallow us up, and cauſe u| 
to haſten unto our work. Let go Tims! 
opportunty, and you will certainly f 
xuine 


(69) 
ruined to all eternity, The Painter being 
asked why he was fo exaqt in drawing 


- his Lines 3 anſwered, 1 Paint for Eternity. 


Conſider , that thou muſt believe and re- 


| pent for Eternity, hear and pray for Eter* 


nity; fear, love, obey for Eternity. A work 
of infinite moment , depends on a moment 
of time. This day thou mayeſt throw 
thy laſt Caſt for Eternity. This ſift 
Poſt will not ſtop, no, not for a moment. 


' Secure ſoul! doſt thou ſee Eternity be= 
| fore thee, even at thy door, and that 


there: is but a ftep between thee and an 


{ endleſs ſtate 3 and wilt thoa not be more 


induſtrivus for thy ſoul and Heaven? If a 
man were to run or wreſtle for his Life, or 
for a Crown, or Kingdom ; how would he 
ſtrain, & ſtrive,and that with all hismight? 


+ If a man were to go over Sea for his life, 
and had but one gale of wind in his life- 


time, would he come to the water-fide,and 
loſe it ? If a Malefacor had but a day ap- 
pointed him to ſue out his pardon, would 
he not improve it ? This isall our caſes : 
God hath given us but a day to work 
when the day is ended, it will be night 
for ever, Luke 19. 19, 42, Foh. 9. 4, Now, 
it may be, Chirift -is at the door, offering 
thee help, open to him, left he with-draw, 
and come no more, It's probable the 
Spiric 
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Spirit of Life and Power , ftriveth to turn 
to God, O refuſe not to comply with it, 
leſt the Spirit ſerve thee,as Samuel did Saul, 
that came no more to him, 1 Sam. 15. 35, 
I ſhall conclude the Motives with the 
words of the Pſalmiſt, To day if you wil 
bear his voice, harden not your hearts , leſ 
God ſwear in his wrath, that you ſhall nit 
enter into his reſt, Plal. 91. 7—11. 


Now if thou art refolved to put this} 


duty into practice; through the help of 


Heaven , ſpeedily and diligently obſerye| 


theſe directions : 
DircQions for the redeeming of Time. 


I. Take beed and beware of thoſe things 
which rob you of your time. | 

2. Labour to convince your ſelves of the 
worth of time, and valne it accordingly. 

3. Set apart a conſiderable portion of time 
for the moſt ſecret duties. 

4. Caſt up, and compute your time, 


5- Maintain a holy fear upon thy heart, | 


of coming to the end of time before thy work 
be done. 


Direct. 1. Firſt, Take becd of thoſe things 
which rob you of your time. Now the 
Thieves that will rob you cf this excced- 
ing 


| 


10 
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ing rich Jewel, are theſe fix3 againſt which, 
watch as for thy lite. 


. Vain Thoughts. 

Worldly Cares. 

Unneceſſary Viſits. 

Unprofitable Diſcourſe. 

Exceſſive indulging of the outward man. 
Unlawful or immoderate Recreations. 


"SES HS 


1. Vain Thoughts. Theſe are ſecret and 
ſubtile Thieves: that inſenfibly rob us of 


our time every day, and in every duty 3 
| Vain, impertinent, and wicked thoughts, 


like Pharaoh's Frogs, creep and crowd in 
upon us, and thruſt out good thoughts 3 
ſo that we cannot keep our mind fteddy 
and compos'd. Solomon faith, Prov. 17. 


24 The eyes of a fool are in the ends of the - 


eerth; ſo are our thoughts, gadding, wan- 
dring up and down, here and there, and 


every where. Thele evil thoughts ſpring 


and riſe from within us, as naturally as 


| ſparks from the fire, Gen. 6. 5. Mat. 15. 19» 


Ont of the Heart proceedeth evil thoughts. 


And they follow' us continually 1n every 


place, and in every Service, as the Birds 
on Abraham's Sacrifices , which Abraham 


| did drive away. They muſt not lodge, 


/ ere 4+ 14, Though we cannot hinder the 
D Fowls 


LEW 
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Fowls from flying in the Air, or over our 
heads; we may hinder them from pitch- 
ing cn our heads. Holy David had vain 


thoughts, but he hated them, Pſal. 119, } 


113. There's not a minute, but many 
thoughts gaſs from us, as, 1n a minute, 
f:nds do in an hour-glaſs, Pſal. 94. 19, 


Chriſtians, conſider how much of that | 
time is loſt, which you ſpend in holy du- | 


ties, by vain thoughts; when we ſhou'd 
draw nigh to God , our hearts , by our 


thoughts ical away. And there are but | 


a few awakened tender ſpirits, truly ſen- 


ſible of this intrinſeca] ſecret evil 3 though | 


much of a Chriſtians duty , and the very 
inwards of Religion , lies 1n obſerving the 
thoughts, and in watching the heart, 
Therefore above all -keeping, Keep thy 
Heart , Prov. 4. 23. and take heed to thy 
Spirit, Mal. 2. 15, 16. 

2, Worldly Cares are great waſters of 
our precious time. The moſt do mind 
earthly things, Phil. 3. 19, Mens heads, 


hearts. and thoughts, are ſo intent about | 


the things that periſh , that they do hardly 
entertain a ſerious thought of God and 
Eternity all the day. God is not in all 
their thoughts. They that are of the fleſh, 
do mind the things of the flelh, Roms. 8. 5. 

and not only the children of this _ 
| ut 
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but: Profeſſors themſelves , are fo eager 
and vehement 1n the purſuit of this poor 
earth , that almoſt all .cheir time and 
ftrength is ſpent about it. And while 
men are ſo careful and follicitous about 
many things, and in a very crowd and 
hurry of butiaels, it is impollible for them 
to redeem time for God and their Souls, 
As ſoon as their eyes are open, and the 
things of the World ftand as fo many 
Suitors, to invite and draw them. Some 
have their hearts ſo over-charged and fur- 
feited with the cares and fears of this evil 
world , that their abundance will not fafs 
fer them to ſleep, Lake 21. 4. Ecclefs 5. 12. 
Now when it is thus , Opportunities are 
loft, Souls are neglected , Holy Dutics 
omitted , or if uſed, they are very unſuc- 
celsful, Ezek.33-3 1. Mat. 13.22. Therefore 
take heed ot the World , fo great a de- 
vourer 8t time. | 

3. Unneceſſary Viſits , are great waſters 
of our Time : of which you mult take 
heed, it being no mark of Godlineſs , but 
the contxary. The wile man {peaking of 
the vicious and veityuous Woman , giveth 
them this different Charadter, viz. the one, 
ber feet abideth not in ber houſe, Excl. 7. 11. 
the other , looketh well to the way of ber 
Houſho}d,and eateth not the breal of idleneſs, 

| D 2 


Prov. 


| 
A 
| 
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Prov. 31.27. And weread of ſome , that 
wandred about from houſe to houſe, being 
zdle tatlers, and buſic-bodies, ſpeaking things 
which they ought not, 1 Tim. 5.13. How 
many do trifle about the time in going 
from houſe to houſez to whom it may be 
ſaid, as Pharaoh to the opprefied Tſraelites, 
ye are idle, ye are idle. Let that time you 
have tofſpare from your Callings and Fa- 
milies, be ſpent in Reading, Prayer, or 0- 
ther Religious Exerciſes: and in all your 
Viſits, intend and dc{1yn the doing of 
good , or the receiving of good ; and not 
che paſling away of this precious time. 
When your friends -or neighbours are fick, 
and under the hand of God, go to them, 
and give them counlſc] for their Soxls, 
Rom. 15. 2. Te 

4. Unproftable Diſcourſe robbeth us of 
much time. Some employ, their tongues 
in telling fabulous or filthy ſtories $others 
tm diſcourfing of Parties and Opinions, 


" and in talking of the Faults and Mif- 


carriages of other men, _ Somme about the 
Times, and enquiring after News. Thus 
did the men of Athens ,, who ſpent their | 
time in nothing elſe, but either 'to tell, | 
or to hear ſome new thing , Aﬀs 17. 21, 
And the moſt , when they come together, 
pals' away the time in diſcourſing of the 

: World, 
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World, and the concerns of it, But let 
Chriltians, when they converſe , 11nitate 
their Lord 5 the words that proceeded out 
of his mouth were gracious words: Walk 
in wiſdom toward them that are without 5 
redeeming the time. Let y-x- ſpeech be al- 
waics with Grace, ſeaſoned with $ alt that yore 
may know how you ought to anſwer every man, 
Cot. 4.5, 6.. . 
5. Exciſſive indulging the outward mane 
Much. of - our time is ſpent in maxing 
provition for the ficſh, Rom. 13. uit. Some 
hours every day are taken up in providing 
for the belly, to pleaſe the palate 3. and 
fome at their Tables take up much time. 
Others, to gratitiz a proud fancy., much 
time. is walied in- decking and trimming 
the. body. There are thoſe that ſpend more 
time in- looking into a glaſs, than upon 
their knees in praying to God,, A godly 
Minifter coming to a Gentlewomans houſe 
to dinner, where he waited from ten a clock 
till one, all the while ſhe was a dreſling 3 
burſt out into weeping , to think that the 
ſhould ſpend ſo much time in Trimming, 
and he (o little in Preying. Alſo, excet- 
live ſleep doth devour a great part of our 
ſhort lite and time, When we ſhould be 
on our knees in our Cloſet, we are in our 
Beds, or on our Couches, Others wale 
D 3 their 
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their precious time in Ale-houſes and Ta- 
verns , and Brothel-houſes, from day ty 
day 3 Gods day being not exempted. A- 
gainſt ſuch there is a dreadful Woe, Wie 
wito them that riſe up early in the morning, 
that they may follow ſtrong drink} that cons 
rtinue until night, tall Wine inflame them, lia, 
5. IT, 12. 

6. Unlawfal or immoderate Recreation, 
are the occaſions of great expence of time, 
Recreation ( not to be uſed but as Phy:+ 
lick, in caſe of need ) is an ingrofler and 


waſter of our time, that's dear and pre- | 
cious. Many are fo exceſlivein it, as if | 


they were ſent into the World to do no- 
thing but to ſport. *What time is ſpent in 
Carding, Dicing , Dancing , Interludes, 
Stage-playes, Bear and Bull-baitings, Hun- 


ting , Hawking, and in reading Romans» | 


tick Books? - Which, for men and women 
p ofcfling the Goſpel, are not of good 
report, Ph]. 4.8. The turning of the Bible, 
or ſome good Book, is more becoming a 
Chriltian, than turning a pair of Cards, 
a Game ſo much accuſtomed by the Pro- 
phane, and an occaſion of much {in, 
Thefe things wiil cauſe bitterneſs, and hor- 
ror at laſt; they are honey to the Fancy, 
but a ſting to the Conſcience, Confider 


which will afford moſt comfort dying | 


Item, 
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hem, fo many daies in R=creation, or (6 
many daics in Humiliation; ſo many 
hours in Prayer, or ſo many hours in play- 
ing at Cards; fo many hours in vain, fil- 
thy diſcourſe, or ſo many hours in ſerious 
and heavenly conference: Item, fo many 
Sabbaths in reading, hearing, and fioging 
of Plalms, or ſo many Sibbaths ſpent in 
eating, drinking, walking, or worſe, Holy 


|| Bradford counted that hour loſt , wherein 


he had not done fome good. Titzs Veſp.i= 
| tian was wont to ſay, Diem perdidz, I have 
| boſt a day. | 


Direct. 2. Set a due eſtimate upon this 
precious Fewel of Time, that your hearts 
may be ſo truly tender, as to make con- 

ſcience of waſting of it. A godly Miniſter - 
| was wont to ſay, when he ſaw the morn- 
ing clear and ſerene, 'Tis pity this day 
ſhould be loft, O value your time , reckon 
more of one Sabbath, than of the beſt 
Fair or Market that ever thou waſt at in 
all thy life. Set upon the now day of 

Grace, the price of Eternity. I have told 
you already, the damned in Hell ( if it 
might be ) would give a World for one 
Opportunity to make peace with God, 


Direct, 3. Set apart ſome conſiderable 
D 4 portion 
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portion of Time, for the moſt ſecret Du. 
Fes 

I. For ordinary fecret Prayer and Me. 
ditation, fet ſome time apart in the morn: 


Mg and .cvening of every day 3 and do 


nor catch and inatch at ,praying times 
Many ſerve the world and the fleſh all day, 
and put off God with a few words or 
ſleepy Prayers at night. Prayer is the 


breath of the new creature, and the {ap} 


of a ſpiritual life, Ads 9. 6. Chriſtiang, 
let your Prayers be ſecret, fincere, fervent, 
conſtant, The way to Heaven ( ſaid 4 


good man) is through the Cloſet, and they} 


that have been eminent in Piety , have 
been excellent in Prayer. Holy David 


would not let a morning paſs without 


Prayer, Pſal. 5.3. yea, three times a day, he 


was at this bleſſed duty, Pſal.55. 17. It was} 
his element, and conſtant imployment, | 
P/zl, 109. 4+ Your Prayer mult be fer-| 


vent, if it be cffetual. Prayer without 
_ fervency., is as a Bullet without Powder, or 
as a Bird without Wings , that cannot 


mount up into the Air. Holy fire muſt} 


be put to thy daily Sacrifice, God an- 
ſwers by Fire. He- that looks upon the 
heart, regards the manner of your Pray: 
ers, more than the number of your Pray: 
ers, Cold flight mumbling over a few 
petis 
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petitions, cither out of cuſtom, or to ſtop- 
the mouth of Conſcience , will not pre- 
vail, Pſal. 25. 10, Iſa. 26.9, Fam. 5. 16» 


Chriliians, the time that you ipend with 


God in ſecret, is the ſweeteſt time, and beſt 
improved. Therefore , if thou loveſt thy 
ike, be in love with Prayer. Rc<folve to 
ſpend ſome time with God in private every 
day. 

2. Extraordinary private faſting, 1s 
a duty very neceſſary , and practiſed: 
but by a few. Soul-afflicting dajes be- 
tween God and a mans (elf, would 
through Grace, be much for ſpiritual ad- 
vantage; Husbands ſhould mourn apart, 
and their Wives apart, Zech. 12. 12, 13. 
Fafting-daies will be Soul-fatting daics, 
Aiis 10. 3o, and Bleſſed are they that mourn, 
Matt. 5. 4. 

3, The third private duty.. is Self- 
examination, When thou art alone, ask 
thy (elf chefe queſtions : 

1. Is it mott certain, that I am ina ſtate 
of Grace ? 

2. Is Grace thriving ? Doth my.inward 


- man proſper? 


3- Do I live in no known fin againſt. 
Conſcience, Pſal. 19: 1. 28, and exerciſe 


4.Do 


( 50 ) 


4. Do I make conſcience of redeeming 
time', fo as to join Time and Daty toge- 
ther ? A precious ſervant of the Lord was 
wont to ſay, if a man could anſwer to 
theſe two Queſtions, he need not to fear; 
Firſt, Am I Gods child ? Secondly, Am I 
in Gods way ? Plal 119+ 94. 


Dire&. 4 If you would redeem your 
zime, compute your time, Pray thou mayeli 
do it, Pſat. 90. 12. Pſal. 39. 4. Numbiing 
the people was Davids fin > but numbring 
his dajes, a duty. *Tis common for men 
ro number their Sheep, thcir Cattel, Hou: 
fes, Lands, Wares, Money, but to number 
our Daies , 1s a rare kind of numbring: 
for the negle of which, what arrears arc 
we fallen into, with the great Landlord 
of our time ? Chriſtians, divide your time 


into parcels, and con{ider how little God} 


hathz how much time was ſpent in thy 
infancie and child- hood, before thou hadli 
the uſe of Reaſon 3 how much is ſpent in 


our Callings and Employments about the 


World? How much in eating, drinking, 
and unprofitable diſcourſe? betides all this, 
Half, or more, is ſpent in ſleeping : fo that 
1a the work of God. and about our immor- 
tal fouls, we imploy but a very little: 
Therefore *tis more than time toredeem it. 
Dircd, 
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f Dire. 5. Maintain alwaies a holy fear 
upon thy heart of coming to the end of Time, 

before thy work, be done. Live continually 


in an expectation-of your great change. 


Buy, (ell, converſe, read, pray, hear, and do 
all as dying men, and paſling to receive 


| the recompence of endleſs Joy, or Woe, 


Chriflians, if you would work while it 1s 
day If you would gloritic God on earth 3 
If you would ſecure, and eternally fave 
your immortal ſouls; if you would not 
be a prey to the Prince of Darkneſs 3 if 
you would ſtand with comfort before the 
Lord Jcſus, at his dreadful Bar; if You 
would not ſpend your daies withont 
hope : Ariſe therefore, and be doing, and 
the Lord be with you. | 
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Deut. 32. 29. 


O that they were wiſe , that they underſtood 
this, that they would conſider their latter 
end, 


T is alwaies ſeafonable to inſiſt on ſuch 
Ef ſubjects as direct us to ſpeak of ano- 
ther World, eſpecially in times of 
great ſickneſs and mortality, in which 
thouſands of ſouls night and day have been 


© crowding into Eternity ( witneſs the late 


dreadful Plague in fixty five.) I therefore 
made choice of this ſerious, and heart- 
wakening ſubje&,that drowſie, ſecure ſouls 


might be awakened to a deep conſideration | 
of the world to come. The whole Chap- | 


ter is ſiyled the Song of Moſes, his SWan- 
like Song, or Song before his death, the dy- 
ing words of that eminent faithful ſervant 


of God; and it the wordsof a dying man | 


are to be regarded, how much the words 
of a dying Moſes. This Moſes being ready 


to go into the other World , —_— | 
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this Song , of which the Text 1s a part; 
and dying words are weighty , and inake 
the deepett impreſſion, 
Narratory, 
The Song 1s party Minatory, 
Promiſſory. 

In the Narrative you have, 

i. A Narration of the infinite great- 
neſs, and moſt glorious attributes of the 
God of Iſrael, introduced with a pathe- 
tical and awakening acclamation : Give ear, 
0 ye Heavens, and I will ſpeak and bear 
0 Earth the words of my month. 

2, We have a Narration of their cor- 
ruption, ingratitude, and rebellion, werſ. 5, 
6. They have corrupted themſelves, they are a 
perverſe and crooked Generation , do ye thus 
requite the Lord, O fooliſh people , and un- 
wiſe ? Notwith(tanding the remarkable 
favours, and rare indulgence of God to- 
ward them, yet they forſook bim., provoked 
 bimt0 jealoufie with ſtrange Gods, and ſacri- 
ficed to Devils, and not unto God, ver. 16,17 
Becatiſe of which he threatens, | 

I. \To hide his face from them , than 
which nothing more bitter to the Soul, 
verſe 20; 

2, To inflict variety of fore temporal 
judgements upon them , than- which no- 
* Uing more burthenſome to the body.. T 
will 
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will beap miſchief upon them , I will ſpenl 
mine Arrows wpon them they ſhall be bury 
with hunger, and devoured with burning hea, 
and with bitter deftru&ion, the ſword without 
and terror within, ſhall deſtroy both th 
-Young-man, and the Virgin, with the man 
gray-hairs , for a fire is kindled in min 


enger ,, and ſhall burn to the loweſt Hell 


And ver. 27. God gives the reaſon why 
he would not utterly deftroy them, and 
make a full end of them. Fre it not that 
1 feared the wrath of the Enemy, &c. © 
And now the words of the Text ſeen 
to be the application of the whole, O thi 
they would conſider their latter end ! 
You may look upon theſe words as 
were a mount caft up, by which the peopl: 


of Iſrael might take a view of things ty}. 


come, and have a proſpe& of what ſhouli 
befall them in their latter end. O it 
they were wiſe! to be wiſe is oppos'd tt 
that bruiciſhneſs, ver. 28, They were: 
Nation void of Counſc),tor they wante 
the right exerciſe of Reaſon, and thi 
Wiſdom which is from above to obſery: 
and improve the gracious Providences ani 
Diſpenſations of God. 

That they would confider ; Conſideratia} 
IS a fixcd ac of the underſtanding , 0 
mind, in order to praQice 3 for doing ani 


col < 
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conſidering are frequently joined toge- 
ther, Fredges 18. 14. Now tberefore confider 
what ye have to do, Heb. 10. 24. Let us con- 
fider one another to provoke unto love and good 
works. The ſame thing is variouſly expre(- 
ſed in Scripture , viz- to look narrowly 
upon a thing, to call to mind , to know, 


| and to conſider in ones heart,to call things 


to remembrance, to commune with a mans 
heart, Pſal. 77. 5, 6. ; 

"Their latter end : By which we are not 
only to underſtand thoſe tremendous, and 
dlolating Judgements that ſhould ſurprize 
them in this World , but to remember the 


great things of the others as allo. Old- 


Ape, Death, the Grave, Eternity ; Death, 


with its antecedents, concomitants, and - | 
conſequences. 


The words contain a pathetical Option 
or wiſh, O that they were wiſe! In which 
obſerve, | 

I. The perſon wiſhing, viz. the moſt great 
and gracious God. 

2. The thing deſired, and that is, divine 
Wiſdom : a Jewel indeed, a price far above 
Rubics. 

3. The perſons for whom God thus defireth, 
viz. For Iſrael, a people nigh unto the Lord, 
and yet a bruitiſh ; inconfiderate, and un- 


{ wile people. O that they were wile, &*c- 


4 What | 
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4. What this Wiſdom is, or wherein it 
doth conſiſt, viz. in the conlideration of 
their latter end. | 

The DoGdtrines obſervable from the 
words, are thele : 

Doctr. 1. That God doth earneſtly deſire 
and. long for the good of a people. 


Do. -2. That an inconfiderate people are| 


& fooliſh and unwiſe people. 
Do@, 3- That want of ſerious conſidera» 


tion 2s incident not only to the prophane , bmt| 


to men profeſſing God, and Godlineſs ; The 
Iſraelites were the only Church of God 


then in the World, and yet they' were| 


not wile to underſtand, and confider their 
latter end. 

I (hall not handle theſe apart, but ſpeak 
to the chicf ſcope and intent of the words, 
in this one Propoſition. 


Doc. That it is a duty and matter of | 


| bigh concernment to confider our latter end. 
O that they were wiſe! that they would 
confider, viz. practically confider, and live 
alwaies in the beliet of the other World, 
fo as to do up all their work while it is day. 
This ſeems to be the great import of the 

Spirit of God in this Text. | 
Eternal Souls z whatever eſcapeth your 
thoughts, this muſt not; this ſhould be 
your vage mecum it ſhould rife up with 
| you, 
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you, lic down with you, walk with you 
wherever you goorare. Tiis Moſes him- 
ſelf, that precious and renowned fervant 
of God defir'd, ſeeing ſuch a dreadful mots 
tality in the wilderneſs, and fo many fad 
ſpeQacles of divine wrath , Pſal. 90. 12. 
$9 teach us to number our daies, that we may 
opply our bearts to wiſdom. And as Moſes 
defired it, fo alſo holy David Pial. 39. 4. 
Lord, make me to know my end, and the mea- 
fure of my daies what it is. that I may know 
how frail 1 am. And Solomoy lets a bewer 
upon it, Eecleſ, 7.2, It is better to go to the 
houſe of meurning, than to the houſe of feaſt- 
ing: for that is the end of all min, and 
the lIzving will lay it to bis heart, And 
it is an argument that men are dead, 
when at a houſe of mourning they are not 
moved with compallion, to a due and deep 
conſideration of their doletul and dying 
condition. 

I ſhall come now to ſhew you what 
we are to confider , concerning oar latter 
end: and O that it may take a deep, im- 
preſſion upon all that ſhall read theſe plain 
truths. 


———————_ 


| Seriouſly conſider, and believe, , 


I. That it is moſt certain that an end will 
be. ] 
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be. For whatſoever the Scriptures ſpeak 
of Death, the Grave, and Hell, 1s an in- 
fallible truth. You are to conlider , that 
every man is mortal , muſt die, *and paſs 
into the other World 3 and that in every 
one of your bodies, there is an immortal 
and never dying foul; and that aſter theſc 
bodies have 1]:pt in the duſt of che carth, 
they ſhall live again 3 there ſhall be a re- 
ſurrecion of the juſt, and unjuſt; and at 


the end of the World, a Tribunal ſhall 


be- fet up, before which, all the World 
ſhall be made to ſfiand. And that as ſoun 
as your breath is gone, the ſpirit ſhall 
return to God that gave it, either to the 
Juſtice of God, or to the Mercy of God; 
to the place of Joy, or to the place of 
Torment. | 


Our tranſgreſſion, natural conſtitution, | 


with a” Statute-Law of Heaven have 
brought us under a neceſſity of dying, 
Wherever this Viper fafteneth, it Killeth 
certainly , though not ſuddenly 3 fin and 
death are twins, ſin is the great murtherer 
that let death into the world ; For her houſe 
zmnclineth unto death , and ber paths anto the 
dead. In the day that thou eateſt thered, 
thou ſhalt ſurely die, Gen,2.17. that 1s, thou 
ſhale bzcome - mortal. As ſoon as Adann 
had finn'd, he ( and we in him our __ 

enta- 
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ſenfative ) became ſubjet , or liable to 
death ; Sin like a mighty Monarch reign'd 
from Adam to Moſes : a MaleftaQtor caſt at 
the Bar , is dead in Law, though he be 
repriev'd for a time the body ( fates the 


Apoſtle ) is dead becauſe of fin: ſome die 


in the womb, ſome in their infancy , fome 
in their youth , and they that hve longeſt, 
die at laſt ; death never hurts a man, but 
with his own weapon) 1t alwales finds fin 
inus, and the fling of death 3s fin. And 
where ever you mect it, or ſee it, you may 
ſay of it as Ahab to the Prophet, Haſt thox 
fomd me, O mine enemy ? Death, and every 
death is the fruit of fin , death temporal, 
daath ſpiritual, and death eternal: The 
ſml that fins ſhall die, Ezck. 18.20. The 

wages of fin is death, Rom. 6. 23, Our na» 
tural] conſtitution rendreth us obnoxions 

fo a diſſolution 3 our flc(h is not the fleſh 


of fione, or of braſs; but frail and moul- 


dring duſt , to which, as to our center, we 
muſt return, Gen. 3» 19+. Duſt thou art, and 
unto dnft thou ſhalt return, Ecclel. 3.20. All 


go to one place, all are of the duſt, and all turn 


to duſt again, Heb. 9. 27. It is appointed for 
man once to die. Job. 14. 5. His daies are 
determined , the uumber of his moneths are 
uh thee, thou haſt appointed his bounds that 
he cannot paſs, No ſhield or buckler can 
for- 


(90) 


fortifie againſt this King of Ferrors ; im 
partial Dcath ( the great Leveller) know 
no faces and therefore none can be «x 
empted. It faithfulneſs might challengg 
immunity from death , then Moſes might 
have been excus'd 5 1t beauty, then Abſs 
loa; it ftrength, then Sampſon 3 it fince 
rity and picty, then David; it (ubtilty, 


Janc 
bre! 
24. 
end! 
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{et, 
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hav 


then Achizopbelz if magnanimity , then} The 
Alexander; 1t riches, then Craſus it wil Co 
dom, then Solomon 3 bat one event hap the 
pens to them allz fo that when the fa wt 


tal moment cometh , no ranſom can be 
given , no art nor skill can keep us here 
Sirs, were this Doctrine of the othet 
World believed, it would have a greatet 
impreſſion. upon our heartsz did we 'c 
riouſly conſider of that future flate of re- 
tribution, according to our faith, of which 
we muſt live or die, fiand or fall to eter- 
nity , it would have a greater influenc 
upon our lives. | 


——_—_—_ ITY 
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2. Conſider, That at your latter end, al 
things in this World will fail you, and tak 
their leave of you for ever. All your natural 
iadowments. outward enjoyments, parts, 


parentage, birth, breeding, wit, wealth, 


crowns, kingdoms, pearls, diamonds, houls, 
| | lands, 


wa 
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| ture-evidence doth clearly evince, 
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\[1ands, wives, children, friends 3 when your 


breath 15 gone, all theſe are gone, Prov. 27. 


| 24. Riches are #02 for ever neither doth a crown 


mdure to all Generations. The glittering 
Sun of all outward glory will certainly 
kt, which your own experience, and Scrip=- 
Riches 
have wings , and they fly away, Prov. 3.5. 
The faſhion of this World paſſeth away, 1 
Cor. 7. 29, 30, 31. We brought nothing into 
the World, and "tis certain we ſhall carry 


| nothing out, 1 Tim. 6.7. If a man were 
| peſſefled with as much of this World ,- as 


Solomon the great King of Feruſalem, who 
had great magnificent buildings , fruitful 
Pleaſant vineyards, gardens, orchards, and' 
trees of all manner of fruits, variety of 


attel, heaps of gold and filver , peculiar 
trealure of Kings , muſical inſtruments, 
men and women fingers, and whatſoever 
his eyes defir'd 3 yet when he takes a ſe- 
rious view of all things, he would ſay with 
him, all is vanity, and that a man hath no 
profit of all his labour: which he taketh 
under the Sun , which made the wiſe man 
even to hate life, Eceleſ. 2. 


ing, decaying , and all outward comforts 
may 


ſervants, poſſeſſions of great and fmall - 


Since the Fall, there is a curſe upon the- 
Creature , which indeed is deceiving, vex- 
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may be compared to Pharaoh's hoſt , why 
are alive this hour, and the next drown'd, 
and dead upon the Sea*ſhore: and though 
you judge they ſhall endure for ever, Pſa, 
49. It. Lucke 12. 19. they will deal by ya 
as Abſalom's Mule, that left him in hi 
oreateſt extremity. What woful miſerig 
attend worldly riches in the getting, keep 
ing,and parting with them? they are ſnare 
and thorns, plagues and ſcorpions unto mx 
ny; they pierce them thorow with man 
forrows, 1 Tim, 6.10. | 
-, Yet here men toyl , beat their brains 
weary their bodies, tire their ſpirits, break 
their ſleep, perplex their thoughts , rack 
their conſciences, ingulf and drown them: 
ſclves in cares,endanger their ſouls (dream: 
ing of nothing but perpetuity: ) and when 
they have done all, like the filk- worm, dic 
in their work : Nay, many a man furyivs 
his own happineſs, which periſheth betor 
he periſheth; and it's the worſt of miſeris 
to out-live our own happineſs : therefor 
let not Riches heighten your hearts , and 
prompt. you to pride, which is too to 
common, 7E: | 77 
This day the rich worldling fang ar 
quiem to his ſadly deluded foul, concluding 
he had much Jaid up, the night follow 


ing, his ſoul is required. Hama is to vs 
5 , tie 
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the ſecond man in the Kingdom, but ſoon 
loſt all, and his life too. Now doth Ne- 
buchadnezzar walk in his ſtately royal Pa» 


lace of Baiel, priding himſelf in his out- 


ward pomp but while the word was in 
his mouth, a voice came from Heaven, f(ay- 
ing3 O King Nebuchadnezzar, to thee be it 
ſpoken. thy Kingdom is departed frem thee, 
Dan, 4. 29.30, 3. 

| Feryſalem this year is the Princeſs a- 
mong the Provinces, the next year made 


tributary 3 and they that live delicately are- 


deſolate, and embrace dunghils, Lam. 1. 1. 
and 4. 5- Yeſterday Fob's Cattel might be 


numbred by thouſands, and to morrow he 
is ſtxip'd of all , and left naked. Neither 


1s our age without a ſad and dreadful in- 
ſtance, ( viz.) famous London,on the Lord's 
day ſtanding, by Wedaeſday burnt, and laid 
in aſhes, and thouſands of the Inhabitantes 
Houſeleſs and Harbourleſs 3 therefore .if 


Riches increaſe , ſet not your hearts upon. 


them they are uncertain, cannot ſatisfie, 
cannot profit z will periſh, and that for 


ever: O then, let thoſe precious, dear, 


everlaſting Jewels , laid up in your moul- 
dring, decaying, dying bodies be cared 
tor ! hat can it profit a man , to gain the 


whole World, and loſe his own Soul ? Matt. 


16, 26, 
| 3. Con- 
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3. Confider , How ſoon all the preſent 
Pleaſures of ſin will be gone, and leave no 
thing but a fling. Old age, weakneſs, 
fickneſs, will make a great change in the 
whole outward man as to beauty, (irength, 
natural vigour, livelinels of ſenſes, and al| 
whereby a man might take any pleaſure in 
the World, or in his Luſts. When fick- 
nels, old-age, deaths fore-runner cometh, 
it will make a ſirange change in the moſt 
comely countenance 3 corporal comeli- 
neſs and beauty is ſoon ftain'd,ficknels will 
not only fade it, but dctace it ; You that 
are endowed with comely proportion, 
ſparkling eyes, well favouredneſs, amias 


blene(s of colours, of white and red, with | 


ftraitneſs and agility of body, with a 
cheerful aſpe& ; when old age cometh , it 
will plow deep furrows in thoſe fair faces; 
and yet many ( ignorant of their foul ſouls 
and fiithy hearts ) are proud of their fair 
faces, and comely features fo that they 
grow wanton by reaſon of it, and to {et 
out their beauty and whiteneſs of their 
skins, C not being contented with their 
Creators curious make) will add paiating), 
patches, powdering, criſping, curlings, ar- 
tificial hair, and what not? Know, that 
old-age will not only wither your beauty 
( which 15 but skin-deep ) but abate your 
: outward 
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outward fixength, natural vigour, lively- 
neſs of ſenſes, and all whereby you may 
have any wor'd!y pleaſure. 


Old age is Solomons evil day , when the 


Gin , Moon and Stars will be darkned, the 
keepers 'of the houſe tremble, and the 
ſtrong men bow themſelves, and the grin- 
ders ceaſe 5 and all the dauchters of mu- 
fick ſhall be brought low, and fear ſhall 
be in the way 3 when the whole outward 
man 1s decayed, viz. eyes dim or dark , 
ears deaf, teeth rotten, gums bare, head 
bald, breath corrupt, hands and feet weak 
and trembling; an evil day indeed, in 
which you ſhall find no delight in your 
former dalliances, for the Graſhopper will 
be a burden, and deſire (hall fai}, Eccl. 12. 
But the beautie of Grice withers not un- 
der the great«(t declinings of natural bcau- 
ty3 for Grace is the oyle tm the Lamp,that 
never goeth out, but ſhineth more and 
more. The Kings daughter is all glorious 
within, Pla). 45.: Godlineſs, which is Gods 
likenels, catisa luſtre that is very lovely in 
the ſight of God and Man. Thou art all 
fair my Dove, and there is no ſpot in thee. 
Sinners! you that now taſte the ſweer 


ol fin, rejoyce todo wickedly, that ſpend 


your time 1n riotous drunkenneſs, in cham- 


bers of wantonneſs, lye upon beds of Ivo- 
| E | 
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ry, and ſtretch your ſelves on your couche, 
and eat the lambs out of the flock thy 
chant to the ſound of the Viol, that drini 


Wine in bowls, that are not grieved forthf 
affli\ tions of Foſeph, that put far away th} 
evil day zKnow that the fire of ſinwill bum, 
and that your ſweet morſels are but for 1 


moment; thoſe ſweet morſels and delicate 
dainties wil colt you dear. 

Hear now this, you that are given t 
plealure', that fealt your feives 1n doing 
evil z *tis but alittle time, and you will ſe 
and fay, that all your delights, hopes; joys 
are paſt and gone, and that you ſhall ne 
ver fee or tali them more, only the er 
vel, gall, guilt and ting will remain. You 
that love this helliſh Banquet of fin ( the 
ſtolen waters that are {weet, and bread 
eaten in ſecret that is pleaſant) don't knoy 
that the dead are there, and that her gueſs 
are in the depths of Heil, Prov. 9. 17, 16, 


Sin is a (weet poylon, pleaſant in the ad} 
ing, but bitter in the end : for zhe ſal} 


thas ſinueth ſhall dye, Ezzk. 13.20. and wil 
you ſpare it, and keep It fiill within yout 


mouth? hide it under your tongue , until} 


it becometh the gall of Aſps within you, 
Fob, 20.12, 13. Conſider alſo, that yout 
{ecret wickedne(s, committed in the dark 
1n corners, that is mask'd and colle kept, 
is known 19 (39d, The 


Nes 
hat 
Ink 
I 32, 34. and they will find you out, Numb. 
mn} 32+23+ Cif not truly and deeply repented 
C4} 
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The infinitely holy, and heart fearch- 
ing God marks them, Fob 10. 14. Hoſe 7. 
2, Watcheth them, Fob. 14. 16.Scaleth them, 
they are down among his treaſures,  Dexte 


of, and pardoned) they will lie down with 
you in the grave, and follow you into 
the other World , and meet you at Gods 
dreadful Bar, and be diſcovered in the fight 
of the whole World ; evil ſhall purſue the 
ſinner 5 This evil thing, and bitter, ( bred 
in the womb, not buried 1n the grave, not 
extinguiſhed by the fire of Hell) ſhall pur- 
ſue the finner unto Hell. Sinners , this 
5 moſt certain, unrepented fins will never 
leave you, but lie down, andriſe with you, 
your bones are full of the tins of your 
youth, which ſhail lie down with you in 
theduſt, Fob 20. 11, Sin is bad bedfcl- 
low and a wortfe grave-fcllow, and if 1t 
fleep with you, it will awake with you 


| when the dreadiul Trumpet ſhall ſound., 


Ariſe ye dead, and come to judgement : The 
damned in Hel have all their fins about 


them 3 that which was the cauſe of their 


being caſt into Hell , will be their ever- 
lalting companion there, and will you take 
theſe Vipers and Scorpions into your bo-» 
ſoms, that wiil be alwaies gnawing upon 
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your hearts? Rnow this, your poſting Su 


of all finful, ſenſual delights, will ſet tn th} 
dreadfal Ocean of endleſs, ealclefs, and nj 


medile(s forrow. 


_—_rr_— 
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, Conſider, That only which is eterny| 
wil ftand you in ſtead when you come 10 dy| 


n—_—_ 


(viz.) when you thall ſhoot the vaſt Gul 


and lanch out into that infinite Ocean 


Eternity, that hath neither bounds, no} 
binks, nor bottom. , 
Immortal ſouls! Do you ſce any thiy 
that hath Erernity graven upon it ? The 
are variety of o0bj:&s, both of perſons ant 
things, that preſent themſeives to you 
view ; Lift up your eyes to the vaſi He 
vens thact are beſpangled and beautifid| 
with a glorious Sun, 'Moon, and glitterin| 
Stars, that have been there for fome tho! 
ſands of years, ſce whether Ertcrnityt} 
there? No, they had their beginning, ani 
muſt have theie pc criod.Gen, 1. Heb. 1. 10] 
11. Thou Lord i in the beginning haſt laid 
fiundations of the Earth, and the Heaun 
are the works of thine bands : They fo 
periſh , they wax old as dith a garment, bil 
thou remaineſt ; The day is coming whe} 
- 1n the Sun ſhall be turned into darkneſs, all 
the Moon into Blood > The Stars of Heaw 
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all fall , and the Powers of the Heavens 
hall be ſhaken 5 the Elements ſhall melt with 


frrvent beat. and rhe Earth, with the: works 
| that are therein, ſhall be burnt #p,: Mat. 24. 
| 29, 2 Pet. 3+ 10» 


Moreover, look to your near and dear 


' Relations, tor whom you expoſe your 
# (ves to fo much pain, care, and trovble 
VE Look to Abraham your Father, and to $4- 
yah that bare you (as the Prophet ſpeak- 
 ethin another caſe } to your Husbands , 
| Wives,'Children, Parents, Friends, Neigh- 
|| bours, Magiſtrates, Miniltcrs, are theſe for 
| ever? No, many of them are gone down 
to the dark Valley already, and (hall re- 
" turn no more 3 or look to thoſe brave He- 


res, Alexander, Ceſar, Pompey and where 


+ arethey ? are they rot all conquered by 
| the King of Terrors, and held in the prj- 
| fon of the Grave, for many 100 years? 
| Lookto your Silver, Gold, Pearls, Per+ 
{ fumes, coſtly Cabiners, flately ftrvAtures, 
| Princely Palaces, are theſe for ever ? No, 
i} they are corruptible things, and cannot de- 


liver in the day of the Lords wrath : Kings 
Palacts are deſolate places.ready to become 


| aheap; Crowns are tranſlated from head 
" head 3 Scepters paſs from one hand: to 
| nother z and Ringdoms have theix nie, - 
i 


al 


nd they Vave their ruine: And will you 
n & 3 ſell 
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fell your precious ſouls for pelf, and tray 
fitory tralh , which indeed is more 1n ex 
pecation than in fruition ? Conſider hoy| 
litle that is worth, for which you run th 
dreadful hazard of loling Heaven. 

But now, (if you are Believers) lift w] 

your eyes to the everlafting hills, and put 
the Eagles eye of Faith within the - Vail} 
there's the An.ient of Daysz God youſ 
Father, the chiztc&t Good , and bight 
Happineſs; there is Chriſt your dear Re| 
deemer, the Prince of Glory, and 4 Houk| 
not made with hands, eternal in the He 
vens,, and upon the favour of God, tit 
love and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, you my 
ſee Eternity. 

Again , turn. your. eyes inward to tht 
hidden man of the heart, is there the ſel} 
of God, or impreſs of his Image, and tht 
Divine Nature ? 1 Fobhy 3. 9. 2 Pet. 1. 4 
there an active,living ſpringing principled 
Grace ? Fohn 4. 14. Oa this thou mayc| 
read Eternity 3 Grace 15 the Hcir of Glory, 
every drop of which runs into the Ocean, 
and nothing elſe can befriend you ; Fn 
zhe things that are ſeen are temporal, buttht 
things that are not ſeen are eternal , 2 Col 
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5, Conlider, which of the two Erernities 


you are going towards ? 1 would have you 


deeply and teriouſly contider , That there 
is one place for the Sheep, and another for 
the Goatsz one place for the Righteous, 
and another for the Ungodly ; one place 


| for Believers, and another for unbelievers : 
| oneplace for the Dead, and another for the 


Living : An eternal night, or cternal dayz 
eternal pains, or eternal pleafuresz eternal 
Bliſs,or eternal Burnings; an cternal Lite, 
or eternal Death 3 an eternal Heaven, or an 
eternal Hell, 

Now ſinners, ſtop here and confider,un- 
to which of the ewo do you belong ? Have 
you any certainty of a bleſſed and glorious 
Eternity ? - that Heaven, not Hell, will 


{| be your place and portion; for reſolving 


of which , conſider , and anſwcr to theſe 
(Queries, 

Have you unfeignedly Bzlicved, Repent- 
ed, and turned co God with the renting 
of your hearts, and reſigned your whole 
ſouls to him ? Do you find your hearts af- 
icionately and vehemently carried out to 
]clus Chriſt ſo, as not to be ſatisfied with- 
out Union and communion with him? 


Is Jeſus Chriſt the Beloved and Darling of - . 


your. Souls ? : 
KS: - Have. 
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Have you (being (enſiole of what yay 
have done againſt him,and of your unwor: 
thineſs of him) by a deep, and heart-humj. 


lation, Jaid a foundation for Heaven and} 
Happiacſs ? You muſt ſow before you car 
reap, and they that ſow in tears, ſhall req} 


1n joy, Pſal. 126. 5. 


Are you Heaven born, or born after th} 


ficſh only ? If by a foand work of Con 
vertion-you are become, new creatures jn- 
deed, 2 Cor. 5.17. Itis well; ſtand and 
wonder at amazing mercy 3 if not, fea 
and tremble 3 for it you fail here, you ar| 
utterly undone for ever. | 

Further, are you riſen with Chriſt, «| 
dead in treſpaſſcs and fins? Eph. 2, 1. Ar 
you partakers of the firſt ReturreCtion, or 
are you in-your graves, rotting,. ſtinking 
inyour fins, being paſt fecling ? are you| 
truly at odds with ſin, and every fin! 
or do you take pleaſure in unrighteoul- | 
neſs? Are you for godlinefs in the lik 
and power of it ?- and is there no reign- | 
ing allowed fin in your hearts and waies? | 
Doth fin, and every fin look ugly , feel | 
heavy , taſt bitter, and no 1dol of the heart | 
to keep Chriti out of his Throne ? no {& 
cret fin lived in againſt Conſcience ? Do 
you pray , and dcfire to live in the- fear, 
and.as under the eye of God, making con- 
| ſcience 


— 
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{cience of ſecret ſins, and of ſecret duties, 
with a fincere reſpe& to Gods Glory, and 
your own good ? Doth the heart-ſearchinng: 


- God find you in your Cloſets, on your, 
an} knees morning and evening, pouring out. 


your ſouls b:fore him? every one that 15: 


| godly, will pray, Pſal 32.6. 


Are you crucified to the World , or do 
your ſouls cleave unto the dufi? have you 
a treaſure in Heaven, or treaſures in the 
held only ? have you bought the Pearl] ? or 
are you content with Pebles ? Who are 
your Aſſociates, the Devils herd, or Chriſt's 
flock? are you companions for ſwine and 
filthy dogs, the world of ungodly, or of 
the Doves and Lambs of Chriſt ? Whoſe 
mark have you, the mark of ſheep? ( vize. 
Holineſs, Humility , Innocency ) or the 
mark of Goats? ( viz. Luft, Pride, and 
Uncleanneſs? ) Who keeps the throne, 
the King of Saints, or the God of this 
World? Do your hearts and lives ſpeak 
Heaven, Heaven, Heaven,or Hell,' Hell, Hell # 
Hell is not more the place of the Devil, 
than the heart of a wicked man. Can you 
look upward, and fay, Orr Father which 
art 3n,Heaven,or muſt you look downward, 
and fay , Our Father which art in Hell ? 
How can you take comfort in any thing of 
this World, thit zxe like to be unſpeakably 
21d 
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andeternally miſerable in the other World? 
Suppoſe you had as much of the Riches, 


Pomp, and G'ory of the World , as any 


man that ever liv'd upon the face of the 


Earth 2-If you could ſay, this Crown, this } 


Kingdom , this Country is mine , this 
Gold, this Silver, or this Shop, theſe Goods, 
this Mannor, this Farm, thele Fields, theſe 
Flocks,this Corn, theſe Cattle, theſe Mines, 
theſe Pearls, theſe Jewels are mine, what 
would all avail you, if your fouls are the 


Devils ?- Now, how ſtands the caſe of you | 
precious ſouls? are they frcur'd ? have you | 
made a real preparation for death and: 


judgement, or left all undone ?- Are you 
v</lc1s of honour prepared unto glory, or 
veſlcls of wrath-fitted to deftruction ? Rom, 
22.23. Let Conſcience ſpeak, commune 


with y our hearts, Pſal. 4, 4. Conlider your 
wales, Hag.. 1.5. Search. and try your 


ſelves, Lam. 3. prove your own work,ex: 


emine your ſelves , whether you are 1n the 


Faith, 2 Cor.. 13. 5. Whatſoever you: fow, 
you (hall certainly reap, Gal. 6.7, 8. and in 
the place where the. tree falleth, there it 
ſhall lye, Eecl. 11.13. If itfalleth to the 


Narth; it.lyeth to the North; if it falleth 


towards the South , i lyeth- towards the 
South. If: you live and dye towards Hea» 


ven, Heaien will be your place and home: 
* but 
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 butif you live and dye towards Hell, Hell 


will be your place and hom2.. For accor- 
ding to your doing in this World, will 
be your doom in the World that is to 
come, 2 Cor. 5.10, And is it not ſad and 
dreadful, to believe that you have precious 
never-dying ſouls, and.do not know whe- 
ther they {hall be ſaved or damned , ſtand 
or fall, live or dye toall eternity ? And yet 
this is the caſe of thouſands, and millions 
of men and women now im the World, 
that are making poſt-haſte tg Hell, and 
think and hope they are in the way to Hea« 
ven, Prov, 16. 25, 


——— 


"— 


6. . Conſider, How near are you to your 
everlaſting habitation * You are all going 
down amain the ſtream of rime, into the - 
great Ocean, and you will ſhortly come 
thither, There's not a ſtep you ſtep, not 
a breath you draw, not a word you ſpeak; 
not a moment of time you live, but hath 
an influence upon Eternity, Theſe golden 
ſands running between two Eternities, will 
quickly be gone, a ſhort race will be ſoon 
run. O what a nothing 1s our life ! zz, 
a ſpan, a dream;a wind,a ſhadow,a vapour, 
a polt, {wifter than a poſt, Fob. 7.6. You 
ar: all going to your lo1g and -lafi home... 
lo 
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to che houſe of Eternity 3 every man go. 
eth to his long home , Eccl. 12.5. How 
doth he go? he goeth ſwiftly, alwaiecs in 
motion, night and day, ſleeping and wake- 
Ing, labouring or loytering, this poli haſt- 


ens, time and tide ſtays not. Again, he | 
gocth taſenfibly, man doth not diſcern or | 


perceive how this precious time doth fly 
from him 3 the ſhadow on the Dial paf- 


f{cth from one hour or figzure to another, | 


from the Sun rifing toits ſetting, though 


ts ſpeedy tranſient motion is not obſerved: 


lo man paſfeth from infancy to childhood , 
from childhood to youth, . from. youth to 
middle age, and fo to old age, and the 
grave 5 and we take lictle or no notice of 


it, Again, he goeth irreſiliibly, neither: 


Men nor Angels, Phyfick; or Phytician can 
keep him here; it is as eafie to obſtruct 
the whole courſe of nature ,, or to: hinder 
Gocs Covenant of-day and night : A man 
may as well reſtrain the Sun from riling , 


the Sea from flowing, or. the Wind from | 
blowing ,. as keep man. from dying, and | 


going tothe place appointed for all Irving. 
We are but of yeſterday, Job. 8. 9. it was 
buc as it. were yelicrday., and we were 1t 
the wombof. nothing, had. no being, and 
it will bz but as it. were to morrow, and 
__w«-{hai: cifippear,and be{as:o this world) 

as 


F 
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25 if we had never been, Weare cruſhed 


before the moth, Fob, 4. 19. and in a mo- 
ment we go dowa to the Grave, and ſhall 
come up no more. Yea, our PiQures and' 
Statues remain freſh and firm, when we 
are gone down to the bars of the pit, and 
reſt together in the dutt, and our very 
Dogs, Hotſes live, when we are dead, and 
become meat for worms. 

This heart-aff.Cting meditation, had a 
very great irfluence on a great Perſian 
King, who taking a view of his huge vaſt 
Army, wept, to thiok that within a hun» 
dred year*, not one man of them weuld be 
left alive. Sinners, you are to look be- 
yond the grave, becauſe aftcr death , 'the 
judgement, Heb. 9.27. O then tremble to: 
conſider, that you are ail this day flanding; 
before the door of Etcrnity., eitheron-the - 
brink of life ,. or the brink of death, upon 
the boxders of Heaven,. or the. mouth of 
Hell, and ſhall er'e long be made to ſee 
what is on the other fide. of the wall ; 
2s ſoon as death hath ſhut your eyes, you 
ſhall ſee and know what you ſhall: be for 
ever. If you are now unconverted, and 
without God in the World, you are al-' 


. moſt come. within the ſight of che burn- 


ing Lake of Fire and Brimſtone 3: but 'if 
Saints., you are almoſt within. the. view: 
of 
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of the New Feruſalems it ungodly fin- 
ners, you are almoſt within the dreadful 
noiſe of the milſtones of wrath, and the 
ratlings of the fiery chains of the Priſon- 
ers ot Hell, the dolorous out-cries and 
hideous roarings of the fpirits in priſon, 
crying out one and ali, O what an evil, and 
an infinite evil, and bitter, bitter thing is fin, 
which we wonld not conſider or belicve* tjll we 
came 0 this diſmal place of torments. There 
you may hear the curied, tormented Un- | 
believer crying out upon his God-provo- 
king, Chriſi-rezecting. and ſoul-murdering | 
fin of Infideliry,ſaying in the anguiſh of his 

ſoul, If Thad accepted of the remedy, T had 
#0t been in this doleful miſery, the Lord of 
Glory was at the door, | heard him knock a 
long time, but would 1: let him in, therefore is 
Hells month ſhut upon me for ever. There the 
Swearers, Lyars, Blaſphemcrs. that did tear 
and rend the ſacred nzme of their Creator, 
and (wear by the blood and wounds of their 
offtred Redeemer. are heard with their hot 
and ſcorched tongues to bewail, that ever 


they,ſhould take the name of the infinitely 


holy God in vain. | 
'. There the hypocritical and f:l{e-hearted 
Profcilors, the fi::ners in $3z9u cry cut, and 


| wiſh that el:her they, had iGauc Nv ſhow of E 


love ro: Chriii and Hulineſs at all , or that 
they 
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they had lov'd him in fincerity, and above- 
24, that ſo they might have eſcaped ever- 
lafting burnings. | _ 
There the impudent, ranting, (winiſh 
Drunkard, that pleas'd his eye and palate 
with his pleaſant Cups,ſparkling Wine,and 
curſed companions, is heard to wiſh in the 
2gony of his foul , O that T had been ſober, 
temperate , abſtemious, that ſo I might mot- 
bave taſied of the wine of the wrath of God, 
whichisr:d, and fall of mixture, the dregs 
whereof I muſt be made to drink for ever,Plal.. 
75, 8. Ia. 5.27. | ; 
There the filthy.unclean Adulterers,and- 
Adultereſſes ,. that burn'd in their helliſh- 
lufis, which they were refolved to fatisfie. 
are heard to wiſh, O that we bad been ſober, 
modeſt, chaſte, and that our wanton, - luſtful 
eyes bad been ſtark blind, and never known ov 
ſeen the face of man or woman, that we might 
wt have ſuffered the vengeance of eternal fire, 
Jade 7: = | 
* There the notoriouſly vile, abominable 


| Atheiſts, that mockt and ſcofft at the be-- 


lief of a Deity and judgement to come, 


and that ſaid in the pride and Routneſs of 


their hearts, let him make ſpeed, and haſten 
his work, that we may fee it; for we 


| have madea.Covenant with death, and 


with hell are we at agreement,may be heard 
to 
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to roar and cry, O that we had heard, le. 
lieved , and feared what was foretold by Mj- 
nifters concerning this dark and dreadful placg 
before it was too late. 

There the worldling and wretched 
Earth-worm, that made Earth his Heaven, 
Gold his God, and chieteft good, 1s heard 
to ſay in the bitterneſs of his heart, O that 
T had never ſeen any Gold or ſilver all my days 

fo that T might have had a better portion, or 
that I bad with Lazarus beg'd my bread, ſt 
that I might not bave come into this place of 
torment. 

There the timerous, fearful, cowardly 
Apoſtate and backſlider in heart, who for 
| fear of a little outward hardſhip, declin'd 

| his profeſſed principles, and turn'd his back 
on Chritt, and his perſecuted little flock, 
may be heard to wiſh, that either he had 
never known the way of Righteoulſneſs,or 
that he had been faichful unto the death. 

Secure, and ſadly deluded ſouls, conſider 
you are not far from thisdierful gulf,where 
multitudes of ſouls lament and weep day 

and night 3 and certainly, if the horrible 
and amazing cries and yellings of thoſe in- 
fernal Spirits, were ſounding in your 
ears, you would not reſt quict in your heds 
Or houſes, 

There were ſad nnd aſtoniſhing out- 
cries 
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cries when the World was drown'd, when 
Sodom was burned, to ſee the Clouds fad- 
denly drop fire on their heads and houſes, 
and men, women, and Children, burning 
rogether but this was but a flea-bite, to 
that place, where is weeping and gnaſhing 
of teeth to all Eternity. Remember all 
you that forget God, the day of your ca- 
Jamity is at hand, and the things that ſhall 
come upon you make haſte, Deut. 32+ 35s 
But if you are the ſervants of the Lord 
and real Saints, Mourners in Sox, lift up 
you heads and hearts , for. you belong to 
another place, and better Country, viz. To 
Mount Sion, and unto tbe City of the Living 
God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an in> 
numerable compavy of Angels to the gene- 
ral Aſſembly , and Church of the firſt-born , 
which are written in Heaven, and to:God the 
Tmage of all , andto the ow of -juſt men 
made perfed, And v6 Jelus the Mediator of = 
the New Covenant, and to the blood of ſprink: 
ling, that ſpeaketh better things than that of 
Abel, Heb. 12, 22, 23, 24. And know,that 
you are almoſt come within the hearing | 
of thoſe heavenly ſongs, eternal triumphs 
and Hallclujahs of Saints and glorious An=- 
gels in your Fathers houſe, here you lwill 
bave fulneſs of joy and pleaſure for evermore, 
Pla).. 16. 11, | 
7 Con- 
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7. Confider, How ſudden, violent, or un> 
expefed your end may be. Therfore let 
none think or ſay they ſhall dye in their 
neſt, or promiſe your ſelycs a time of 
preparation by a long life, or a lingring 
ficknels, conſumption, or ſuch like: Fear- 
lefs, carcleſs ſinners! you don't know 
what a night, or what an hour may bring 
forth ; the rich man in the Goſpel, while 
he dream'd of many days, was arreſted 
by a killing and dreadful meſſage 3 Thou 
food , this night thy ſoul ſhall be required of 
| #bee, Luck, 12. 20, Helives not that know- 
th, where, when, or how he ſhall dye; 
ſome have gone to bed well, and dyed the 
lame night z others have drop'd dead 
from their Horſes ; ſome have dyed at their 
Tables, whilt the meat hath been in their 
moiiths; others have dyed in their full 
ſirength , being wholly at eaſe and quiet, 
with breaſts full of milk, and bones moiſt- 
ned with marrow 3. others dye in the bit- 
| terrneſs of their ſoul , and never eat with 
| pleaſure. They {hall lye down alike in 
| the duſt, and the wor:ns ſhall cover them, 
| when they are brougs: io the Grave, and 
| remain in the T:5mb, Sjrs, there are ma- 
| ny dreadful inftances in the Word of Sod, 


of the{ad and ſudden approach of this 


mere 
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 conntenance was changed , and his dhonghts. 


_ nother, Dan. 5. 3,4, 5, 6. and 3o. Death is 
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mercileſs meſſenger, dcath, which ſtands 
as ſo many Sea-marks to give you warning, 
I& death ſhould come in an hour you look 
not forit 3 and find you unprepared. The 
King of the Caldeans in his greateſt jol- 
ity, and having not a thought of death , 
ſaw a hand writing on the wall which 
was very terrible, and the ſame night was 
flain, While he was feafting , and drinking 
wine, and praiſing the Gods of Gold aud Sil- 
ver i In the ſame hour came forth fingers | 
of a maus hand , and wrote over againft the- | 
Candle-ſtich upon the Plaiſter of the Wall of 
tbe Kings Palace; and the King ſaw tbe part 
of the hand that wrote: Then the Kings 


troubled, ſo that the joynts of bis loyus-> 
were looſed, and his knees ſmote one againſt a= 


the King of Terrors, and Terror of Kings... 
Good Hezekiah received a ſudden ſum- 
mons for death , Iſa. 38. 1, which made 
him turn his face ro the wall, pray and 
weep fore, and to chatter like a Crane, and 
mourn like a Dove, i:z- efie bitterneſs of 
his ſoul, becauſe he was to g0 to the gates 
of the grave, and to the pit , where there 
Is no hope. The firft born in Egype were 
lain at midnight, which made a great 
ay, Exod. 12, 29, 30. Korah and his 
wicked 
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wicked company were ſwallowed up in the 
midit of their Rebellion, Nzumb. 16 3o, 
3x They went down quick into the pit, and all 
Iſrael fled as thecry of them. 

There died ſuddenly of the men of Beth- 
| Jhemeſh fiftly thouſand and threeſcore and 
cen, becauſe they looked into the Atk, x 
Fam. 6.19. And God many times taketh 
away the defire of our eyes with a firoke, 
as he did Ezekiels Wife , Ezek, 24+ 16, 
Fob's Children died at their banquet, 1+ 
biſheth was ſmitten and died in his ſleep, 
| Ananias and Saphira being Husband and 
| Wite died, within three or tour hours one 
| of the other, with a lie in their mouths, 
| Ad, 5.5,10. The righteous Judge many 
| - times ſhoots an Arrow ſuddenly at wicked 
| men, who die in the ac of fin, Pſal 64. 
7- When they are about to fill their bel- 
lies, the Lord doth caſt the fury of his 
wrath upon them, as he did upon the cho- 
ſen men of Tſrael, Pſal. 78. 30,31. Many 
| times , God to execute his fierce wrath, 
| ſends out his deftroying Angel, who wil 
| make dreadful work in a little time 3 for 
| In one night in the Camp of the Aſſyri- 
| ans, the Angel of the Lord (mote a hun- 
| dred and fourfcore and five thouſand, 
that in the morning were all dead Corpſes 


Iſa. 37,36. How ſhort and uncertain 15 
our 
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our life, ſubje& every moment to the roke 
of death, and which the leaft crumb or 
fly may put an end unto, as it hath to 
many. And as our end may be ſudden , 
ſo alſo it may be violentz a mortal di- 
ſcaſe may invade both heart and head, and 
poor dying creatures many times are ſo 
difireſſed , and difirated , that they can- 
not think of any thing but their tormen- 
ting pain, being uncapable to fay any thing 
to God or Men about their fouls! O how | 
ſtupid and unſentible do many fouls make 
their paſſage into the other World ! Like 
Nahal , or like a man ina Lethargy 3 or 
as ſo many ſtocks or ſtones, and not awake 
till they awake in the flames of Hell, The 
rich man dyed, and in Hell he lift up his 
eyes; his firſt and ſecond death was very 
unexpeQed, All you obdurate finners / 
tiand here and wond:zr at the matchleſs 
mercy , and infinite patience of the great 
God in delaying the King of Terror fo 
long 3--God hath not dealt fo kindly with 
thouſands of finners that are gone before 
unto-judgement, and who went down to . 
the pic in a moment, witnels the late dread- 
ful Plague, by the means of which a hun- 
dred thouſand ſouls were ſent into Eter- 
nity, Olet not Loxdoz nor:Exgland for- 


gct that,and other tremendous judgements 
which 
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.. whichour {ins have calP”d for, left a worſe 
than any yet ſhould come upon us. The 
forgetting oft our latter end is a deadly 
and provoking fin, and that which will 
haſten judgement. Her filthineſs is in ber 
Skirts, (he remembred not her laſt end, there 
fore ſhe came down wonderfully, ſhe bad n 
comforter, Lam. 1.9. 
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8. Conſider, That when death comah 1 
ftrike the ſtroke , your ſouls are ſtated, your 
Eternity is caſt without change for ever: 
Then your immortal ſouls are for ſalvation 
or damnation z for eternal life, or eternal 
.death 3 for an eternal Heaven, or eternal 
Hell. You ſadly befotted ſouls! know 
| and remember, while you have a day, be- 
| fore the golden threed of life be cut , that 
if you be found without Chriſt, Faith, Re- 
pentance, Holineſs, but a raoment after 
| death, you are undone to Eternity. Aﬀer 
| ,death all means and hopes fail , there 1s 
| no work or device in the grave, Ecclef, 
9. God will be then irreconcilable, fin un- 
pardonable, Heaven not attainable, and 
your fonls' loft irrecoverably. And then 
the Devil your bloody adverſary will have 
his deſign upon you; he knoweth, that if 


you be his in life and death, chat you = 
is 
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his for ever, and that he and yoa ſhall ne- 
ver part. Sinners, this 1s certain, as the 
tree falleth , ſo it lyeth ; as is the ſeed, fo 
will be the harveſt ; if you do the Devils 
work 3 you mult have the Devils wages 3 
if you march under the command and 
condu& of the Prince of Darkneſs , and 
ſuffer him to lead and harry you hither & 
thither af his will whileſt you live, you 
will be his Priſoners and ſlaves in that 
dreadtul dungeon of diſmal darkneſs after 
you are dead, 0 

Conttder, the Land of darkneſs is no 
place for ſervice, there's no repenting in 
the Grave, no Lord have mercy on us 
written upon Hell-Gates, no Sabbaths, no 
Sermon, no Miniſters there. *Tis in th 
time of life that you are to labour , and 
make preparation for Life Eternal 3 be- 
cauſe according to your work and choice 
in this World , will be your everlaſting 
Lot in the World that is to come. It is 
appointed for you once to dye, and after 
death, Heb. 9.27. The pale Horſe death 
 Loeth before,and Hell followeth after, Rew. 
6.8, there will be no change of your con- 
dition, the eternal raine, or eternal welfare 
of your precious ſouls depends on: theſe 
few minutes, this ſwift ſiream of mans 
life, after it once turneth or declineth, ever 
rule 
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runneth with a perpetual «bb, never flow. | 


eth again : fo that all that you leave un- 
done now, will be undone for ever, If you 
dye unbelievers, you will be unbelievers 
for ever if you dye under the guilt and 
power of fin and wrath of God, you wil 
remain under the guilt of fin, and wrath 
of God for ever: but if you dye holy 
humble mortified , fincere foals, you wil 
remain holy, heavenly, and in the favour 
of God for ever, Rev. 21. He that is filthy, 
will be filtby ſtill, and be that is boly, will 
be holy ſtill: Bat the impenitent unpar 
doned finner, though he hve a hundred 
or a thouſand years in ſatisfying his luſts, 
will be accurlt at laft. Poor finners! that 
read this little Treatiſe, let me beg you to 
up and be doing while it is day; the night 
will come wherein you, nor no man can 
work, Fob. 9. 4. then to your work with 
might and main, while your candle is bur- 
ning,your Sun ſhining: W1i'l you yet loy: 
ter, and ſee your glaſs running, your Sun 
ſetting, your ſelves dying, and your ſouls 
periſhing? O ſeek the Lord while hz maybe 
fownd, Ila. 55.6, in an acceptable time, 
2 Cor. 6.2. before the day paſs as the chafl, 
before the Decree bring forth , before the 
evil day cometh , before they that !ook 


. out of the windows be dark , and thc}, 
keepers 
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| keepers of the houſe begin to tremble, be 
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fore the doors be (hut in the ſtreets, and 
the ſilver cord be looſed , or the Pitcher 
be broken at the Fountain , before you are 
gone to your long home, and the ſpirit 
rcturn'd to God that gave it, 

Confider with your ſelves, are you fit 
to grapple with this mighty Monarch 
Death, are you fraughted for this long 
Voyage , and ready and willing to paſs 
through this dark Entry 3-take heed, and 
fear, left you be found unfit 3 think upon 
the ſadly deluded Virgins, that had their 
Oyl to buy when theis Lamps ſhould burn, 
and ſo came to the door, but found it 
ſhut : think on poor Eſax, that was hunt- 
ing for Veniſon, while he loſt the Bleſ- 
ling. 

Poor periſhing ſouls! what do you in- 
tend to do? if you will work, it muſt 
be now or never; are you reſolved to fcek 
and ſecure the Kingdom of God firſt, 


Matt. 6, 33, whil'R it is called to day? or 


will you beſtow nothing but the dregs and 
ſnuffs of rotten old age upon God and 
your immortal ſouls? O that you mighe 
know in this your day the things which 
belong to your peace , before they be hid 
from your eyes ! 

F 9s Laſt- 


(120) 


9. Laſtly, Conſider, That it is the mu 


dreadful and amazing ſight on this fide Hell, 


to ſee a Chriſtleſs Unbeliever breathing ou 
his laft : There are other ſad fights, viz, 
to ſee a man ſtarving for want of bread, 
or- dying for want of a Phyſician, or 


drowning for want of a Boat 3 or toſe| 


a man dead, a corps, a body without a ſoul; 
but ah ! how ſad and aſtoniſhing a ſpeQacle 
Is it, toſce a man near the coafts of Efer- 
nity, viz. to behold a wretched finner in 
| his cold ſweats and dying groans , with 
his precious immortal foul Randing on 
his pale, cold, quivering lips, and deati 


the great Conquerour, and King of Ter- | 


rours marching furiouſly with his Writ of 
remove in one hand ( not to be reverſ ) 
and his deadly dart and fiing in the other 
hand 3 Conſcience on the wrack barking, 
biting , and tearing him like a Lion the 
Devil, Gods Executioner looking on, and 
fianding, by 3 the heart under dejcRting 
and finking deſpair, the eyes dim and fix- 
ed, his heart-firings ready to break witl 
anguiſh 3 his Wite, Children , Friendsat 
the bed-ſide weeping, fighing , crying, 
wringing their hands, beating their breaſts 
the Wife crying out, alas my Husband! 
the Child crying out alas my Father ! The 
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poor periſhing ſoul all this while louks 


ing backward upon his miſ-ſpent time 


and by-paſt fins, inward upon his 'own 
heart, a dreadful fight ! where he ſceth no 
Chriſt, no Graces, no purity, nothing bat 
fin, guilt, death, darkneſs : Then looking 
upward to that God that has been pro- 


| vok'd, to that Chriſt that hath been re- 


jeRed, to that Heaven and Eternity that 
he hath loſt; and looking downward to 
that dark and dreadful pit that muſt be his 
place and portion ( with a fearful looking 
tor of judgement ) (ceing the Devils come 
and ready to ſeize upon him. O what-a 


| dreadful out-cry and ſhrick will the foul 


make when it departs, perceiving it felf 
linking down, down to the burning L3ke, 
nd bottomleſs Pit, where he mult take up 
bis lodging with devouring fire co all E- 

ternity ! | 
The pangs of death, the worlds lofs, an- 
guiſh of Conſcience, and frights of Hell 
meeting together , will make a man per- 
{efly miſerable , and force him to cry out 
with curſed Cain, Gen. 'q- 13. My paniſh» 
ment is greater than I can bear; or tofay 
(with the Gadly afflited Church ) Behold 
Mo ſorrow like mo my ſorrow. Ard it the 
dreadful retie@ion of a guilty accuſing 
Conſcience be fo tormenting here, what 
F 2 will 
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will the whole flame and Sca of wrath be, 
when poured out to the very utmoli ? 
| Senfele(s ſinners! Conſider, this may he 
your doleful caſe when you come to die, 
viz. to have much ſorrow and wrath with 
your fickneſs, Feel. 5. 17. For there 1+ | 
peace to the wicked , ſaith my God : not one 
word in all the Bible , but ſpeaks terror | 
in life and death , though the finner live 
a hundred years, he ſhall be accurſt; he 
dieth under all the curſes written in Gods 
Book 3 yea, under that moſi dreadful Gob | 
pel-curſe, 1 Cor. 6. 22. The apprehenſion 
of which will cauſe (uch diſtraction of 
ſpirit , and fad refictions of guilt, which 
will make them curſe their God and their 
Kingzlooking down to the pit, roaring out, 
IV ho among us ſhall dwell with devouring fire? 
who among us ſhall dwell with everlaſting bur- 
ings ? Therefore be wiſe to conlider this 
all ye that forget God, left he tear you infit 
ces. and there be none to deliver, Plal. 50. 22, 
And as it is dreadful and amazing to {te 
the unbeliever dying,ſo on the contrary, ts 
comfortable and reviving to fee the godly 
man dying, becauſe his wltimem is his off | © 
mun, his laſt is his'beſt; the day of his deat 
. bs better thanthe day of bis birth, Eccl.7-hj | 
bis end is peace, Plal. 37437. © 5 
| 8 God at peace, Conlcience at peace;andal 
| -at peace Obleſſed light, to ſee the heaven: 


- 
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born panting ſoul going out of the World 
upon the wings of joy, calmneſs, and ſere- 
nity of ſpirit, with tull ſail for Heavenzlong- 


ing and crying out, make no tarrying O my 


God, haſte my beloved, haſte; fo come 
Lord Jeſus ; I defire to depart , and to be 
with Chritt, which is beft of all, Phzl. 1.23. 

You have heard what are the great 
things to be conſidered, namely , that an 


end will certainly be, this world is no place 
of- continuance 3 they that now fee you, 
ere long will fee you no more for ever : 


You have heard that your preſent things 
will periſh, that fin fo full of deadly poy- 


ſon, will leave a ſting,a dart that will lirike | 
through your Liver, and that the calc of 


the wicked will be doleful,dreadful, yea,de- 


Tperate, when they come to die 3 for when 


death comes,your ſouls then will be fiated fo 
as there can be no alteration to all eternity. 
. The next thing is, to ſpeak to the rea+ 
fons why it is a daty and matter of ſuch 
moment to conſider, are theſe following. 


Reaf: 1. Is taken from God, Becauſe the 
only wiſe, gracious, moſt indulgent, and ſout- 


 compaſſtonating God wiſheth. it , and that 
| moſt vehemently : O that they were wiſe !- 


that they mnderſtood this , that they wonld 
conſider their latter end; Sirs, in this pa= 
thetical Option, or defire, there is the very 
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tender bowels of God ; this is the very 
language of his heart, and it 1s, as if he 
had ( after the manner of men ) ſpoken 
thus to his faithful ſervant Moſes. I hay 
but one wiſh or requeſt, and all is compre 
hended in this one, viz, that thou ſhould'f 
eoand tell them from me, that they muſ 
be wiſe to conſider this , to remember the 
daics of o!d, and the years of many Ge- 
nerations, what I have done for them in 
chuſing them above all the Nations of the 
World to be my Treaſure , Portion, and 
peculiar People 3 and becauſe I love them 
I have delivered them , wrought wonders 
for themin Egype, the Red-Sea, and in the 
Wilderneſs; and have kept them as ten- 
detly as the apple of mine eye, carrying 
them upon Eagles wings, but yet let them 
know , that they have forgotten me, pro- 
voked me, and that their end is like to be 
miſerable 3 for a fire 15 kindled 1n mine 
anger, and unleſs they do ſpeedily conſt: 
der it, will burn to the loweſt Hell. 

Now you ſouls in peril, which is beſt? 
to thwart, croſs, and grieve your welb 
wiſhing, deareſt, beſt, and only Friend or 
_ to pleaſe and gratifie your profeſſed, dead- 
ly, implacable enemy ? Your adverſary 
the Devil can't endure that you ſhould 


think of death or dying 3 for if ws 
chat 
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that old Serpent would permit, and ſuffer 


you to look into Hell, he could neither 


drag nor draw you thither at his pleaſure. 


'And will you go on in the waies of fin 


and death? or bethink yourſelves whoſe 
you are, what you have done, whither you 
zre going , and what is like to become of 
you when your breath is gone , what pro- 
vifion you have made for the other World, 
that ſo the great buſineſs between God and 
your ſouls may be made up. 

Sinners! if the infinitely holy, juſt, and 
righteous God , did deſire or de{ign your 
rvine and deſtrudctionf, he would not have - 
excited you to this ſolemn and ſerious con- 
fideration of the end of Sin, Death, and 
Eternity , untill it were too late, and you 
Jeft without remedy 3 ſo that what is here 
intended , hath a tendency. to make you 
happy, if it be regarded. O that they were 
wiſe, & Cc, 


_— 


Reaſ, 2. Becauſe a deep, ſerious.and heart- 
affefiing conſideration of death and the grave 


will both realize it , and repreſent it as near, 


even at the door, and make it to ſtand in open 

view: Whereas things looked upon at a 
diſtance, whether they be good, or whether 
they be evil, have but a little, if any influ- 
F 4 ence ; 
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ence : Now a fixed and hearty eonfiders } - 
tion, will give as it were a being to futun | 


things, and bring them near, ſo that you 
may really converſe with thoſe things. *. 
A truly godly man that hath a view of 


unſeen things by Divine Conterplatin | 
Here., upon the wings of Faith and Hops, } + 
he may aſcend up to Heaven , and walkaf | 


turn in the golden fircets of the New 7+ 


ruſalem .] as the Prophet Fzekzel was in the 


Viſions of God at Feryſalem 1n his mind, 
when his body was by the River Chebg 
among the Captives in the Land of the 


Chaldeans ; fo likewiſe thoſe ſadly woun | 


ded Spirits, who through fear of death; 
are all their life-time ſubje& to bondagy, 
being exercis'd with ſoul-conflicts, and un- 
der powerful cutting and' killing convii- 


ons of fin and miſery, have ſuch dark and 
diſmal thoughts and apprehenſions of Hell 
and the wrath of God , which make them 


ever and anon to enter into the Chambers 


of death, and vifit the Priſoners of the ; 


Pit, and look upon that black Gulf and 
fiery Furnace to be fo near , that they are 


on the brink of it falling down continu | | 


ally. This hath been the caſe of many 


of Gods precious ones, who are now in| -: 


Heaven above all theſe fears and frights 


that were once more bitter than death. | 


And 


—_ 
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| And O how. many travelling with theſe 


'F - pangs and agonies of Soul, are ready to 


cry out with holy Fob, chap. 6. 4 The 
Arrows of the Almighty are within me, tbe 
poyſon whereof drinketh up my Spirit , the 
 gerrors of Gad do ſet themſelves in array as 
| goinſt me; Such is the nature of medita- 
"tion, or confideration ,. that it will cauſe 
| future and remote. things to have a real, 
powerful, and. deep impreſſion. on our ._. 
' Minds. As for inſtance, | 
A Merchant in Tadia, by his meditation, *' 
or contemplation, may converſe with his 
 Aﬀairs, his Wife, Children, and Friends in 
England; or a Merchant that's walking 
on the Exchange in Loydou, may have thus 
mind and thoughts in Spain, or Traly , or 
[elſewhere 3 a MalcefaGtor caſt into Priſon 
for ſome notorious Crime, may long before 


the Aſſizes , converſe with all the {ad cir- 


.,camftances of his Trial, he may ( in his 
.thoughts } (ee himſelf brought to the Bar, 


 'Randing before a terrible Judge to hear | 


| his Indi&ment. read , the Charge prov'd, 
his doom and ſentence pronounc'd, and ſee 
- (aSit were ) himſelf at the place of his 
Execution, with the Rope aboar his Neck, 
which mu} Weg 480 14 9:ka him; And 
IK you would. in good earncſt ſet your: 
 Elyes to conſider your latter end, you may: 
DOT nw rg 
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really and. heart- affectingly converſe with 
©1d Ape, Weakneſs, ſickneſs, your Death- 


bed, ſhort-breathing, cold ſweats, dying | 


pangs and groans, winding: ſheet, coffin, 
and fee your ſelves ( as it were ) firetch'd 
out, nail'd up, and on the fhoulders of men 
carrying to the Grave, where Worms and 
filthy Vermine muſt feed upon you, 


The Servants of God and Saints of old | 


have done this with great ſucceſs, and 
ſoul-advantage, and fo ſhould you, They 
have reckoned or counted their Lives by 
Daies, becauſe they were every day liable 
to Death, and expected it daily. Teach 
#s to number our daies, ſaid Moſes, Pl.90.12, 
Few and evil have the daies of my life been, 
faid Old Facob. For man that is born of 
Woman , is of few daies., Job, 1. 1,5. Al 
the time of which ( ſaid Fob) will T wait dll 
my change come » Job. 14. T4. For I kyw 
#hat thou wilt bring me 10 death, and to tht 
hoyſe (a dark houle) appointed for all living 
And Capter 17. 1. he faid , My breathis 
corrupt, my daies are extinG , the Graves art 
ready for me 3 wherever he went or came, 
he was looking for a Grave. Again , by 
conſideration we may not only look to 
the Grave, but beyond it, to the great 
tranſaQions, and aſtoniſhing things that 


ſhall be after death, We may r_ 
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with the Worlds burning, Chriſts coming; 
the Trumpets ſounding, the Graves open- 


| ing, the Dead's riſing, the Wicked's roar- 


ing, who ( as jolly as they are ) (hall then 
cry to dead and deaf Mountains and Rocks 
to fall on them, to hide them from the 
dreadful face of the now ſlighted Son of 
God for ia that great day of his fierce 


| and terrible wrath, they will not be able to 


ſtand, Rev. 6. 16, 17. 
By this realizing believing confiderati- 


on, we may ſee the Judge ſtanding behind 


the door z and the Son of God (as it were): 
ready to break forth of the Clouds with 


power and great glory, as Hierom did, who 


ſaid , whether I cat or drink, T hear this 


voice in my ears, Ariſe ye dead, and come: 


to judgement : Now it a right confidera- 
tion of the great things to come be ſo pe- 
netrating, and heart-awakening, let death:. 
which alwaies doggeth you at your heels. 
be often upon your thoughts , your heads: 
and hearts too ſhould be much upon it 3. 
every night you lie down, and every morn- 
ing you ariſe, let there be ſome ſerious and: 
awful thoughts oof Death and Eternity. 


"That which many have engraven on their 


Rings, viz» Remember to die, let -it be by 
the pen of a Diamond written on your: 


hearts, It's ſioxied of Philip of Macedon, 
——_ 


(130) 


that he laid a charge upon one of his Sep 
vants to come every morning into his 
Chamber. and Proclaim this, That he was 
mortalz and if a Heathen were fo care- 
| ful of keeping the memory of his mor- 
tality, much more ſhould a Chriſtian : we 
ſhould alwaies remember the daies of dark- 


neſs, and keep life and death, heaven and 


hell before us, there being but a ſtep be- 
tween us and death. The negle& and 
'want of this, was Iſraels ſin , and Fervſa- 
lems too, She did not remember her laſt end, 
therefore ſhe came down wonderfully, Lam. 
I. 9. and this, God who would have us 
remember, and conſider, doth fadly com- 
plain of by the Prophet, Tſa. 1. 3. calling 
Heaven and Earth to witneſs for him. 
Hear O Heavens, and give ear O Earth , the 
Oe knoweth his Onmner, and the Aſs bis Ma- 
fters Crib, but I{racl doth not know, my people 
&2th not conſider. 
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Reaſ. 3. A ſerions conſideration of your 
Latter end (through grace) will prove an ab» 
ſolute and ſoveraign. Antidote to expell the 
greateſt evil , (yea, a means #0 eſcape an infi- 
nite loſy_) viz. fin, and the dreadful effeds 


88d conſequences of its 


What 
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What is the canſe of that inundation 
and ſea of wickedneſs, and moſi prodigi- 
ous fins that are now in the World, and 
in this Nation, in every City, Town, and 
Place, and in moſt Families, among all 
ranks and degrees of men, viz. Magiſtrates, 
Miniſters, People, Parents, Children, Ma= 
ters, Servants, but this, their not duly and. 
deeply confidering their latter end? This 
we find laid down in the word of God to 
be one main ground of all fin, and of the” 
neglect of all duties. 

You careleſs (ſouls ! Did you believe and 
remember that you muſt die, and come to 
judgement, that your naked ſouls, and na- 
ked fins, muſt ſhortly ftand before the moſt 
tremendous, dircful Judge of quick and 
dead, the refie&ion hereof would be as a 
knife at your throats, as a ſword at your 
breaft , - or as a hand-writing on the wall, 
to retard and hinder your conſtant and 
deſperate courſe of wickedneſs. | 

O what horrid, helliſh out-cagesare now 
committed ; and that deliberately,. impu- 
dently, obflinately, even againſt the light 
of Nature, Conſcience, Scripture! What 


Curling, Lying, Swearing, Blaſpheming, 


Sabbath-breaking, Cheating, Couzening, 
Stealing! What wantonneſs , Filthi= 


nels, Uncleanne(s, ſyinith Drunkenneſs, 


Coyetoul- 
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Covetouſneſs, Earthly- mindednefs! What 
Mocking, Scoffing, Wrath, Envie, Malice, 
Pride , Paſſion, and Spiritual Wickedneſ 
coo, as Unbelief, Atheiſm , Impenitency, 
'Hypocrifie, Apoſtacie, Hatred of God, his 
People, Miniſters, wales and Ordinances, 
every where aboundeth ! Men declare their 
fin like Sodom, and are not aſhamed of the 
unfruitful works of darkneſs, and why? 
but becauſe they do not ſet their minds and 
hearts upon their latter end. 

Poor dying finners! Let me ( out of 
tender compatlon to your bleeding, and 
almoſt ſinking fouls) intreat you as for 
the Lords ſake , to go down to the grave, 
to go down to Hell in your thoughts, and 
ſtop here, and think of the King of Ter- 
rors, the worm of Confcience,the approach 


of Devils, the burning Lake, the bottom+ ? 
leſs Pit, the loſs of Ged, of Chriſt, of Hea- | 
ven, and your precious ſouls 3 remember | 
thoſe fiery ſcorching , endlel(s flames, the | 
preſence and company of Devils , Repro- | 
bates, and damned Spirits 3 and your ſweet | 
morſels will be gall and wormwood to | 
you. Thele amazing things being truly ! 
reflected on , will be as Lightning, in your 


eyes, as Thunder in your cars, as Thorns, 


Darts , and Swords ic your fl:ſh, as Poy- | 
fon in your bowels, a: Firs in yours bones, | 
" 
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to compel! and force you ſpeedily to curb 
and check the reins of your helliſh lufts, 
that ſo you might fly from wrath to 
come. | 

Did you but view that dark and cold 
erave,and hot hell that is fo near,you would 
nther ſtarve or die, than run to that ex- 
ceſs of riot ; you could not ſleep, and 
ſnort, dance, and ſport upon the pits brink 
under ſuch a confideration. 

But forget all this, baniſh the thoughts 
of God, Death, and Hell, and you will 
run and ruſh into fin, as the horſe 1nto the 
Battel, Luke 12.45. crying, peace, peace, 
till danger, death, and deſtruction cometh, 
I, Theſ. pL Zo 

This was that mighty fin that ripened 
Feruſalem for ruine, and brought her down 
wonderfully. Her filthineſs is in ber Shirts, 


* | fe remembreth xot her laſt end, The Lord 


complaineth by the Prophet Tſaiah of the 


| the (ame thing, Tſrael doth no: know, my 
1 people doth not confider : But what tollows, 
| A finfel Nation. a people baden with iniquity, 
| 8 ſeed of evil doers; they have forſaken the 


Lord, they have provoked the holy one of 


| Iſrael; Compare Lam. 1. 9. Iſa. I. 3, 4+ 


Bat he that doth that which is lawful 
and right , ſhall fave his foul alive; 


| Who is that? He that confidereth, and 


tur Ns 
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turneth away from all his tranſgreſſj zons! 


that he hath committed , he ſhall ſave his 
| ſoul, whatſoever doth periſh , chat man? 
ſhall never periſh, Ezek. 18. 14,28. 


—_ 


end, will be a powerful incentive to make 9, 


exert , and put forth the greateſt induſtry in g | | 


way f daty; Yea, it will certainly have 
an influence upon all our dutics , and upon | 


all our graces; for conf dering and doing | 


are frequently joyn'd together, Pſal. 4. 1, 
\ Prov. 31+ 16. She conſidereth a field , and 
buyeth it : Tthought on my wayes, or conſiders 


ed my waies, and turned my feet unto thy Te 


ftimonies, Pla, 119. 59. Lam. 3. 40. Heb. 
10. This, if any thing , will make you le- 
rious, diligent, and conſtant in any duty, 
and to work while it is day , before the 
night cometh wherein no man can work. 

The Apoſtle exhorts, to coyſider one ane* 


-#her, to provoke to love and good works 3 and 


fo much the more as ye ſee the dey approach 
21g, Heb, 10, 24, 25. The remembrance of 


the day of our Dzath , and of our paſſing , 


into Etcrnity., with a decp impreſſion of 
it upon the heart, will be as a voice of 
thunder, ſpeaking to the ſecure ſenſlcſs (in- 
ner, Awake,awake, thou that flecpelt, Yr 
tning. 


Reaſ. 4. The conſideration of your latter | + 


thine eyes, ſtand upon thy feet, and behold 


| fider, confider and fear, fear and flie, and 
] make haſte in thy work: Thy work is 


| thy time is ſhort , thy account. 1s great, 


| - You flow and ſlothful fouls ! Let your 
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and ſee what a ſea of bloud and wrath is 
here. See and believe, believe and con- 


great and weighty, diverſions are many, 
| adverſaries are ſtrong, thy ſtrength is (mall, 


Death and Judgement are at the door, | 
therefore up and be doing, now or never. | 


apparent and inevitable danger ſuddenly 
provoke and ſpur you unto your duty, to 
ſeek the Lord in a time accepted, before: 
the door of Lite be ſhut, God withdrawn, 
and Mercy quite gone. 
The profaneſt Sca- man will ſigh, monrn, 
pray, promife, vow, if death and danger 
books him in the face 3 when the Ship was 
like to be broken, and death threatned im- 
mediately to ſurprize them, the Mariners 
. were fore afraid, and cryed every one to 
his God. Aud this the very light of Na- 
ture dictated to the ſhip-maſterx ( though 
a Heathen _) that then it was no ſeafon 
to ſleep; What meaneſt thin O ſleeper, 
ariſe , and call upou thy God; if ſo be 
that God will think upon us that we periſh 
#0, Jonah 1,6, And the moſt notorious 
Thieves and Murderers will pray in —_ 
on 
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ſon, or when they come to the Gallows, 
the place of Execution, 

When the moſt Righteous Judge ſent 
his deftroying Angels to the City of Loy- 
don, and other places in the year 65, for the 
dreadful fear of which many thouſands 
did flie, and many thouſands did fall, viz; 
the Carkaſes of men like dung upon the 
ground, and as handfuls after the harvefi- 
man. When death did knock at a thous 
ſand doors in one night, O what confelling 
of fin, faſtings, cryings, and importunate 
knocking was there at the throne of Grace, 
(and it may be by many perſons and fami- 
lies, that praved bur little before or ſince.) 
That God would pity , pardon, and re- 
move that amazing, {weeping Judgement, 


which is now almoſt forgotten. Upon an 


awakening apprehenfion of Nzzvebs fatal 
ruine, the King and his Nobles decreed and 
proclaimed a Faſt, and injoined every one 
to cry mightily to God, Jonah 3.7. 
Sinners, were you but cruly ſenſible of 
your peril, you would pray to purpoſe, 
viz more ardently, more inwardly , more 


_ deeply , more attcdtionately than ever you. 


have done. It was a ſuppoſed danger, and 
that of death , that cauſed Facob to weep 
and make ſupplication 3 For Eſau bated 
Jacob, and ſaid in bis heart , The daies of 


mourns 
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mourning for my Father are at hand, then 
will T ſlay my Brother Jacob, Gen. 27. 42. 
and Facob was greatly afraid and diftrefled, 
Gen. 31. 7. Which made him fo importu- 
nate with God for deliverance, and he pre- 
nailed, Ger. 3I. 11. Hoſe 12. 4. Poor fin- 
ners! your caſe is dangerous, ( I will not 
ay deſperate ) but you are ignorant of 
itz you do not know that you are poor, 
miſerable, blind, and naked; were you but 
ſenſible that you are liable to the 'wrath 
of God, the ſtroke and Ring of Death eve- 
ry moment , it would confirain you to 
ay mightily to God for pardon. Holy 
fob, when he confidered of Death and 
Judgement, ſet Prayer to work, and faid, 
Why doſt thou not pardon my tranſgreſſion, 


| and take away mine iniquity > for now ſhall T 


ſhep in the duſt 2 O tbat thou would(t hide 
me in the grave, that thou wouldſt keep me ſe= 
met untill thy wrath be paſt that thou wonldft 


. | oppoint me a ſet time, and remember me, Job 


7.2I. and 14. 13. This allo made thoſe 
two gracious Kings , Hezekiah and David 
to weep and pray in the bitterncfs of their 
fouls ; T4 tboſe daies was Htzekiah fick, un= 
to death, and Iſaiah the Prophet came unto 
bim and ſaid, Thus ſaith the Lord , Set thy 
bouſe in order , for thou ſhalt die, and not 
livez then Hezekiah turned his face to the 
wall, 
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wall, and wept ſore, and prayed to the Lord, 
Ifa. 38. 1, 2, 3. | 

- David, when the ſorrows of death com- 
paſſed him , and the pains of hell got hold 
of him, then ( ſaid he ) Tcalled wpon the 
Lord, O Lord, I beſeech thee deliver my ſoul, 
Pll. 116. 3, 4. Fonab that could fleep in 
the Ship, prayed in the Whales Belly , Out 
of the belly of Hell T cryed, and tho heardf 
my voice, [onah 2.2. The Apoſile Peter, and 
Chriſt himſelf prefleth Prayer from the 
conſideration of the end of the World, 
The end of all things is at hand , be ye there 
. Fore ſober, aud watch unto Prayer, 1 Pet. 4.7, 
And,Pray, (ſaith Chriſt )that yow may eſcape 
all theſe things, and ſtand before the Sond 
man, Luke 21. 36. Neither doth our dear 
Lord Jeſus preſs that on us, which he did 
not practiſe; for being ſenſible of the 
bitter and moſt dreadful cup of his Fathers 
wrath, - prayed, Father, if it be poſſible, let 
this Cup paſs, Matth. 26. 39. 

- Sinners! let me tell you , as ſecure and 


ſenſle(s as you are, an awakening imprel- 


fion of approaching Death and Judge- 
ment upon your fouls, would be as the 


cry at midnight, to excite and fiir you up3. 


to get in your Oyle, and to trim your 
Lamp. The Virgins, both wife and fooliſh, 
were all aſleep, and ſecure enough, _ 

| | tat 
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that ſudden and amazing cry was heard, 
Behold, the Bridegyoom cometh, go you forth to 
met him, Matth.26. 6. Then they all aroſe 
ind trimmed their Lamps. Tis the ftorm 
ind rain that haftens the Bee into the Hive, 
that brings the Traveller into bis Inn, the 
Ship into the Harbour : So likewiſe the 
ſenſe of Death, the dead and arowtlie Pro- 
{flor unto his Prayer. In their afflictions 
they will ſeek, me early, Hol. 5. 15. 

An heart-affeting Meditation of un- 
changeable Eternity.,will be as a voice from 
the Clouds, crying, Haſte ſinnem, haſte, poſt- 
bafte haſte as for thy life in the Work of 
Faith and Repentance,in parting with ſin,and 
cdoſing with Feſus Chriſt, without which there 
will be no hope, Noah was moved with 
fear, and prepared, and got into the Ark, 
tothe ſaving of his houſe, when the ſecure 
deladed World died by the deluge, Heb. 
Il. 7. Knowing the terror of the Lord, we 
perſwade men, 2 Cor. 5, 11. 

- You wretched finners, that will not be» 


- | lieve.or conſider untill you are juſt drop- 


ping into the Pir ;. if you had but a little 
cranny to look into the other World, how 
"iolent and refolute would you be in the 
 Ttpeedy proſecution of your, known duty, 


you would examine, prove, and. try your 
klves 3 you would read , hear, meditate, 
| watch, 
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watch,” pray, repent, fear, love, obey more 
than ever. Did you fee, the night will 
come, 1s coming,and that the daies of dark- 
neſs ſhall be miny , IFhatſcever you do, you 
will do it with your might, Ecclel, 9, 19, 
Now before the decree bring forth , before th 
day paſs as the Chaff, before the fierce angerif 
the Lord come upon you, ſeck ye the Lord; fur 
bow ſhall you eſcape, if you negled ſo preat 
Salvation ? Z=ph. 2.2, 3. Heb. 2.3. 


Real. 5.® Yor are to conſider your latter 
end , becauſe here lyeth your higheſt wiſdom; 
O that they were wiſe, &c. It you would 
be ſo wiſe as to exceed all the Wiſe- men, 
great Statiſts,and Politicians in the World, 
it muſt be in conſidering of, and preparing 
for your end. Sirs,in this you are moſt cons 
cerned, becauſe hereby you will promote 
your own intereft, for 1t will make a man 
profitable to himſelf, wiſe for himſelf, Fob 
22. 2. Prov. 9.12. Tis true wiſdom to 
underſtand this, viz. to be wiſe to that 
which is good, Rom. 16. 19, to be wile 1n 
Chriſt, to ſecure the chieteſt good is the 
beft wiſdom. 

There are many worldly wiſe men, who 
while they live, provide for every thing 
but death, and they are often ready _ 
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before they begin to live, ( in a ſpiritual 
ſenſe ) and is it not very unfit and fad 
ſeaſon to prepare for death when it is a 
burden to live? and indeed, ſuch are the 
many evils attending Old Age, that men 
can have no pleaſure in them, Ecclef. 12. re 
And (hall theſe be accounted the only wiſe 
men, that are but wiſc in their Generation 
toget the Worid , to purſue lying vani- 
ties, and forſake their own mercies, to hew 
out Cilterns, broken Ciſterns that can hold 
no Water, and forſake the Fountain of lt- 
ving Water? This is to prefer Pibbles be- 
fore Pearls, to gain Farth, and to loſe Hea- 
ren, Fey. 2. 13. Jonah 2. 8. Matth. 16.26. 
To he happy for a time , and miſcrable to 
eternity. 

True wiſdom, and ſerious conſideration 
sexerciſed about things good and evil : 
yea, *tis converſant about the beft good. 
how it may attain it, and about the worſ 
evil how it may 1mpede, avoid, and eſcape 
It, chuſing the moſt adequate and effectual 
means to bring it to paſs, This excelknt 
divine wiſdom s proper and' profitable to 
dire&, Prov. 10.10. and fo it doth every 
conſidering godly man while he lives, firſt= 
ly and firmly to ſecure that which he hath 
of greateſt value, viz. a precious ſou), 
more worth than any thing he ftands poſ- | 
{cſled 
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feſſed of : If all che Rocks were Pearls, all 
the Earth and Heaven Gold or if all the 
wafer in the vaſt Ocean were converted 
into Chryſtal, or the moſt precious ſtones 
in the World, and put all in one ſcale, 
and the foul into the other ſcale, the Soul 
would weigh it -all down. Our dear Lord 
tells us, that the gaining of the whole 
World 1s an invaluable confideration to 
the loſs of one Soul, Marth. 16. So that he 
muſt be wiſe indeed, that hath gotten a 
Cabinet for this rare incomparable Jewel 
where it will be for ever fate. He that 
winneth Souls is wiſe , (aich the wilett of a 
meer man, Prov. 11.30. and ſure then he 
is ſo that ſaves his own. Again, he that 
confidereth his end, is in the very way to 
procure and make the beſt friend, that will 
certainly ſtand him in ſtead to purpoſe, and 
in the greateſt peril, viz. God, Chriſt, An- 
gels, Saints, Conſcience, Scripture, his real 
friends When once the breach is made 
up between God and the poor Soul , who 
can harm or hurt it? If God be for ut, 
who can be againſt us ? Rom. 8. I will lay 
me down and ſleep in peace, Pl. 14. 8, Morc- 
over , he provideth againſt the greateſt 
wants, by laying up for a ſpending time. 
There was not a man to be found in all 


Egypt fo wiſe as Foſeph , who —— 
5 eheltr 
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their want, filled- the ſtore-houſes againſt 
the years of Famine; He that gathereth 
his meat in the Summer ( faith Solomon ) is 
wiſe, Prov. 10. 5. Conſider the time of 
Youth is your Summer 3 old-age, a fick- 
bed, 15 not a gathering , but a fpending 
time, and you are not wiſe, wiſe towards 
God, wiſe for your precious ſouls, that do 
not make it your buſineſs to trade, and lay 
up a ftock and ſtore againſt that time, Ma- 
ny a filly foul, like the wanton Graſhop- 
per, leaps and skips, chirps and fings all the 
fmmer , and when the Winter cometh, 
periſheth for want : But the truly ſerious | 
and conſidering foul, like the laborious 
Beeor Ant, toils and labours in the Sum- 
mer; and that Man might put oft ſloth, 
and learn his duty , and fo provide for 
time to come, Solomon lends him to the 
Ant, Go to the Ant, thou ſluggard , conſider 
ber waies > and be wiſe, which provideth her 
Meat in the Summer, and gathereth her 
food in Harveſt, Prov. 6. 6, 8. And lo the 
wilein heart, that trade for eternity , lay 
up the beſt ſupplies againſt the cvil day, 
which are the favour of God, an intercft 
in Chriſt, pardon of fin, peace of Con- 
ſcience, a fiock of Prayers, rich and choice 
experiences, and love-tokens of their Fa= 
hers favour, the evidences for their Heas 
G ? ven:'y 
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venly Countrey. This 1s the hidden and 
Heaveniy Treafure of the Godly Man, 
. who only is called the Man of Wiſdom, 
Mich. 6. 9. ; 

B tidcs, he preventeth the worſt evils, 
2iz. the ouilt of Sin, the ſting of Death, 
forrows of Nell, terrors of Conſcience, 
the wrath of God , the loſs of God, his 
Soul, and Heaven, This infinite, and itr- 
eparable evil or loſs he ſhall never ſuſtain, 
becauſe this timely contideration of Death 
and Judgement, will be a means to fit him 
for tt. They that were ready, went into the 
Marriage, Matth. 25, 10. 

Bur for you that are carelefs of your im- 
mortal Souls, that think not of Death, 
that will not conſider your latter end ( if 
infinite mercy do not ſpeedily prevent ) 
you will certainly die without wiſdom; 
1t you do not feafonably ſecure your fouls, 
make God and Chriſt your Friends, (while 
the poor people of God lay up a treaſure 
in Heaven } a geod foundation againſ 
the time to come. Tow will treaſure u 
wrath apainft the day of wrath, and revel 
tion of the righteous Fudgement of God, Rom. 
2.5- And this is the dolefnl caſe of many 
worldly wiſe men, and of thoſe too whole 
office and imployment is to keep ( if it 


might be }) others a'ive, viz ones 
EaicH) 
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caſes, and prevent Death, It is obſerved 
concerning Paracelſus, a great Piylitian, 
a man very $skiliul in Chimical Experi- 
ments, that he bragged and boaſted, That 
he had attained to fuch wiſdom in difcern- 
ing the conſtitutions of men, and 1n ſiy- 
dying remedies, that whoſoever did follow 
his Rules, and keep his Dire&ions, ſhould 
never die by any Difſcaſe, caſually he might, 
and of age he muſt , but he would under- 
fake to ſecure his health againſt Dileaſes, 
A bold and moſt prcfumptuous under- 
taking : But he who by Art promiſed to 
Protect others, could not by his Art 


make himſelf a protedaion in the prime of | 


his Age, who died before, or when he had 
lived but thirty years. 

Poor mortals ! fith that you can't pre- 
vent Death, it is your wiſdom to prepare 
for it; and foraſmuch as you cannot. by 
any means, power or $skill keep off the 
ltroke of Death, get while you my , a Re- 
medy or Antidote againit the fiing of 
Death , that when you die, you may not 
die unpreparedly, or die without Wil 
dom. For man in bozour that underſtand- 
eh not, is libe the beaſt that periſheth, Pial, 
49.20, So did that miſcrabie miſtakxen rich 
man, who ( though by himlſcit or other; 
judged wiſe )in the 2ccount of the only wile 
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God, was a very fool; who providing 
only for the time of life, and not for death, 
did reſerve the name of thow fool, this night 
ſhall thy ſizl be required, Luke 12. 20. A 
dark and dreadtnl night indeed , in which 
he loſt both Worlds at once, Earth and 
Heaven too. And wall you fay that you 
are wiſe, and not conſider what your end 
(ſhall be, The five Virgins are called fooliſh 


Virgins ? Bur why? Becauſe they did 


not make provition for the Bridegrooms 
coming, and when they came to the door, 
it was ſhut upon them, ah ! fad and dread- 
fu] diſappointment, Matt. 25. 10. 

But the diligent and prepared ſoul, that 


| hath gotten in his oil, and made all ready, 


151n a capacity to look upon Dcath with 
a ſmiling aſpeR, becauſe the deadly poiſon 
and fting is out, and it can but kill the 
body, *'tis not able co hurt the ſoul : But 


the ſleepy ſecure finner will be dreadfully 


ſarprized, as Belſhazar was by the hand- 
writing that appeared on the wall , the 
terrifying and amazing fight of which 
changed his countenance, and troubled his 
thoughts, fo that ncither his Wine, his 
Wives, or Concubines could comfort him, 


who had litted up himf{cIf againſt the Lord 
| © of Heaven, Dan. 5s ff 


Sinners! Conlider the King of Tecrors 
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is a terrible ſight , and to none more than 
to thoſe that have their Heaven here, it 
will be to (ach as the tearing their Cau! 
from their very Hearts, worſe than cutting 
off a Member from the body 3 for many 
have (ſuffered the loſs of Members to fave 
their lives 3 O death, death, death, how biz- 
ter, bitter, is the remembrance of thee to the 
man that 3s at eaſe in his poſſeſſion ! And 
let me tell you, evils and dangers, by how 
much the more ſudden and unexpected 
they are, by ſo much the more dreadful and 
aſtoniſhing they are. What a fad and hi- 


. deous cry was there in Egypt, when at mid- 


night God {mote their firti-born-, and al- 
ſo when the Earth opened her mouth, and 
[wallowed up Korah and his curſed com- 
pany , that went down alive into the Pit; 
informuch that all T/gel fled at the cry of 
them, for they ſaid , Leſi the Earth {wal- 


lowus up allo, Numb. 16.31,32,34. And 


how terrible was that ſudden ſhower of 
hire and brimfſtone upon filthy Sadom , af- 
fer a bright Sun-(hine morning ! Gen. 19. 
23, 34+ So when grim and ghaſtly Death 
cometh in a black night, and draweth the 


Curtain, and looketh upon the ſecure fin- ' | 
| ner, it will be very formidable; for who | 


can look Death in the face, that dare 


'not look God or his own Conſcience 
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in the face ? but the fincerely godly man, 
fitted for Death , may look and live above 
the fear of Death and Hell, and welcome 
Death, as old Facob did the Waggons, that 
his Son Foſeph ſent to fetch him down to 
Ezypt, when he ſaw the Waggons, the ſpi- 
rit of Facob their Father revived , Gen. 46. 


27. Death, though a grim Porter,will open 


the gate of Glory to every Believer , and 
let them into their Fathers houſe, for both 
. life and death are theirs, 1 Cor. 3. 22. Bleſ- 
ſed are the dead that die inthe Lord, Rev, 
I4. 13. To me to liveis Chriſt , and to dieis 


gain , Phil. 1.11. Who ſo is wiſe, will oh 


ſerve theſe things. Thele are the Reaſons 
why your latter end muſt be conſidered. 


—_—_— 


_—_ — 


The Application. 


It it be a duty fo neceſfary to mind your 
end, I ſhall deſcend to improve it by way 
of Application. 

Uſe. 1, This calls aloud unto all you 
unconverted finners that have made no 
preparation for Death and Judgement , to 


ftand and wonder, or to fit down and ad-- 


mire at the unwearied patience, the match- 
lefs and amazing mercy of the infinitely 
gracious and glorious God, 

| Hath 
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Hath the moſt righteous, 'juſt, and fin- 


revenginng God, held your Souls in Life, 


and Kept you from Death and Hell to 
this very day? And will you not, even 
to aſtoniſhment, adore the unſearchable 
ziches of Grace? Men commonly wonder 
atthings above their reach, or that for 
which they can give no reaſon, and cſpe- 
cially at rare, ſingular, and. unmerited 
mercy. Now ftop a little, and ſpend a few 
ſerious thoughts,and conſider, what reaſon 
can be given that you ſhould be numbred 
among the living, when fo many are dead, 

that you ſhould be in the World, and fo 


| many thouſands of Men, Women and 


Children in their Graves, and their preci- 
ous ſouls you know not where. Now that 
your bodies are not laid up in that dark 
and diſmal Prifon of the Grave, and your 
dear, never-dying ſouls, bound, fettered, 

and chained in that diretul, painful Priſon 
of Hell, is matter of the greateſt wonder 
In all the World. Have you not caule to: 


doubt, that many of your Neighbours, Re- 


lations, and finful Companions and Ac- 
quaintance are gone down thither , and 


.] it may be ſome of thoſe you leaft ſuſpect. 


And you know not how many are now - 
in flames for the very ſame -fins that you. 
ttand guilty of, if not leſs finners than. 


G4 - your. 


* 
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your {clves. O admire and bleſs God wit 
your whole fouls , that you are yet on thi 
fide the Grave , and not gone down into 
that place of torment 3 you enjoy many 
opportunities for your ſouls, and arc fill 
exhorted to part with fin,. to turn to God, 
to accept of Chriſt, to think of Death and 
Hell , that fo you might never ſee it or 
feel it; for there is much more in the 
pains of Hell, and wrath of God, than 
ever you heard, or can imagine. Aeccord- 
ing to thy fear, ſaid Moſes, ſo 3s thy wrath, 
L090, 11. - | 

Poor finners! you are till the living 

Monuments of infinite kindneſs , and 
therefore let not the living man complain, 
Suppoſe you had died when Death ſeemed 
near, when you are ſick and weak, ready 
to give up the Ghoſi, or when thoſe many 
thouſands died by the Plague or Sword, in 
what a miſerable condition had your ſouls 
been, to be ſhut up with Devils and dam- 
ned Spirits in the Lake that burneth with 
fire and brimfione, And will you fill 
maintain your enmity, increaſe iniquity, 
and even dare God to damn you ? Sin- 
ners, are you not beſides your ſelves ? yea, 
ſtark mad, to make God , that ſhould be 
' your beſt friend, your worſt foe; for it 


his anger be kindled but a little , it will 
burn 
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burn to the loweſt Hell, and none can 
quench it, or ftand before it. Can thine 
beart endure , or thine hands be ſtrong in the 
daies that IT ſhall deal with thee , Ezck. 22. 
14. Who can dwell with devouring firc ? 
Who would ( faith the Lord ) ſet the briars 
and thorns againſt me in battel ? I would 
go through them , I would burn them up to- 
gether, 11a, 27.4. O when will you come 
to your (elves, and throw away your arms, 


and conſider your fouls > or will you not 


be ſaved, when ſhall it once be > Why will 


| you die? Let theſe cords of Jove draw 


you, and canſe you to fay., Behold we come 
unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God. 
Confider , others dreadful ruine hath 
been your warning, that are now lockt up 
In that dark Dungeon , and ſhall come up 


.no-more, and whom the D:vils are now 


tormenting, the worm biting, and the fire. 
burning. You are at pretent free from 
that boiling Cauldron , and in the Land 
of the Living; O praiſe, praiſe the Lord 
for his long-ſuffering , you being but as it 
were under a reprieve; O prize, and im= . 
prove your life, and timely prepare for 
Death for if thy life were ended, thy 
foul ſeparated, and not ptace with God 
made, thou wert an undone foul : There's 


BO place for Repentance in the Grave , no 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt or pardon to be obtained in Hell, 
Bleſs God your glaſs runneth, your lamp 
burneth ,, the day of grace is yet continu- 
ed., your dear Lord is upon the Mercy- 
Seat, therefore there is hope. 


Uſe 2. This juſily reprehendeth all that. 
flight or neglect this great duty , but eſpe- 
cially theſe three ſorts : neither of which 
do ſeriouſly confider their latter end. | 
I» The inſolent Atheiſtical Senſnaliſts, 
Vis 3 2. The Iguorant and Incoufiderate. 

Ze The ſelf-confident and preſumptuous. 

T, It condemneth Atheiftical Senſualiſts, 
that put the evil day far from them, Amos 
6.3. and who drown or baniſh the aw- 
ful thoughts of God, Death , and Eterni- 
ty out of their minds and hearts. They 
be the Timbrel and Harp , and rejoyce at 
#he ſound of the Organ , and ſay unto God, 
Depart from #us , for we defire net the know-' 
Ledge of thy waies,. Job 21. 12,13. God 
not in all their thoughts, Plal. 10, 4. They 
are reſolved for a ſhort life and a merry, 
what ever be the dreadful iſſue. They chant 
to the ſound of the Viol , and drink Wine tt 
Bowls; and eat the Lambs ont of the flock, 
and ſtretch themſelves upon their Couches, 
{aying in their hearts, as that wretch, Luke | 
_ L2», 1.9+ 
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| fall come in the laſt daies, ſcoffers, walking 
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12. 19. Take thine, eaſe, eat; drink, and'be 


merry : They will ſatisfie their luſts, injoy } 


the pleaſures of the fleſh, walk in the 
waies of their. heart , and in the fight of 
their eyes 3 and hereby they make the 
breach wider, and themſelves ſeven times: 
more the Children of the Devil , though 
at laſt they fit down in everlaſting ſorrow. 
Let us eat and drink , for to morrow we 
aye. 
"i poor deſperately deluded Souls ! 
did you believe what you have read and 
heard of the other World , or what the 
Scripture of infallible vericy ſpeaketh of 
the infinitely, holy, great, and terrible God 
( who will in no wiſe clear the guilty ) 
you would quickly change your Courſe. 
Did you now conſider. you muſt die, .and: 
be judged , that in a very little time you 
which hear me this day, muſt fiand before: 
the dreadful God 3 would you fin fo free- 
ly, love the World ſo immoderately, mock. 
at a Deity, jcer at ſerious Piety , negle& 
your Duty, trifle away your Time, forget 
Eternity , and hazard thoſe your precious. 
fouls as you thave done, and do ? Such 


Rakeehells, and Devils incarnate, the Apo- | 


file ſpeaketh of, 2 Pet. 3. 10. Know this 
firſt, i. e. before the end of the World: There: 


after- 
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after their own Inſts, and ſaying, Wheve is the 
promiſe of his coming ? Neverthelels theſe 
Vipers, vile Miſcreants, and Monſters in 
mens ſhape, think that they are wiſc, when 
indeed they have no underſtanding. Wiſe 
they are, but it is to do evil, to cavil a- 
eainſt the Truth, diſpute againſt a life of 
Holineſs, but to do good they have no know- 
ledge, Jer. 4. 22. 

This was Fernſalems great ſin immedi- 
atcly before the fierce anger of the Lord 
came upon them; and this is the ſad, and 


dreadful cafe of many, yea, thouſands in *| 


the World, and in theſe Nations 5 not- 
withſtanding all thoſe awaking, defolating 
providences, and amazing fſpetacles of 
mortality their eyes have ſeen. 

There are. but a few that look upon 
themſelves as concerned at all, juſt like a 
company of fimple ſheep in a fat Paſture. 
The Butcher cometh and fetcheth one to 
day, another to morrow, the reſt feed on, 
and take no notice of what is become of 
their loſt companions. *Tis as if a com- 
pany; of condemned perſons ( reprieved 
tor a time ) ſhould be appointed to be ex- 
ecuted one after another, within the ſpace 
of fo many daies. This day the firſt in 
order 15 brought forth and executed, the 
day following a feconds yet all the o 
that 
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thought no more of it than of their dy- 


(155). ; 
that are to take their turns , fall a Drink- 
ing, Carding, Singing, Swearing, and fo 
continue to the very laſt , untill they be all 
Hang'd, Dead, and Damn'd. We may 
compare this mad deluded -World , to a 
company. of poor blind men dancing a- 
bout the brink of a very dangerous deep 
pit, but do not perceive it, or fee how 
each falleth in one after the other; a firſt, 
ſecond, and third drops down, the reſi, not 
diſcerning the danger, run the round: I 
ſhall thus apply ir. This day or hour a 


Swearer tumbleth down to Hell. The next 


a Drunkard. This evening or morning 
the pale Horſe mounteth one, 1t may be a 
curſed Atheiſt, or a malicious, bloudy Per- 
ſecutor, or a filthy Adalterer , or an ido- 
latrous Worldling , and carryeth him to 
the place of Darkneſs. The next day he 
receiveth his Commiſſion to fetch ſome 
more of them, thoſe their Brethren in 


iniquity that are left behind, keep and con- 


tinue their courſe, and dance about the 
Pit, not confidering they fo muſi die, and 
come to judgement, How little do the 
living lay to heart this great bulineſs of 
their Mortality, inſomuch that when they 
would deny a thing with greateſt confr- 
dence, they will commonly fay, they 


Ing 
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ing day, as if, Death were not a matter of / 


any moment , but rather a meer toy or 
trifle, not to. be regarded. She remembreah 
not ber laſt end, Lam. 1. 9. 

You ſelf-deſtroying finners !. Do you 
know that you mult die, and leave the 


World for ever? and are you ſo ftupified | 


and mad, as not to think of Death in ma- 
ny daies together, yea, hardly to entertain 
a ſerious thought of Death and Judge- 
mentat a houſe of mourning) in the very 
fight of the Dead you. can be vain, frothy, 
jeſt, pot, pipe, feaſt, diſcourſe of the world; 
a fad proof that men do not confider their 
latter end. Some at that ſolemn and fad 
ſeaſon, ſeem a little ſerious, but as ſoon as 
the dead Corps is removed, and the Grave 
and Coffin out of fight, Death is no more 
remembred. To make youſenſible of this 
fally, let me reaſon with yoa 1n-a- few plain 
hints. | 

What, no thoughts of Death, you that 


have been under a ſentence of Death, and 


brought to the very pits brink, looking in» 
to eternity ! O how (ad is it to: think how 
quickly thoſe thoughts and imprellions of 
your mortality, have worn out, and-paſt 
away ! Sinner ! remembcr, and forget not 
thoſe ſecret vows, promiſes and engage- 
ments you then made to God, ( wy ) 
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that you would part with fin , leave your 
wicked company , fit looſe to the World, 
live godly , and make it your bufineſs to 
be Religious, and lofe no more of your 
precious time, and opportunities for your 


| foul; If you have forgotten 1t, the al _ 
ſceing and heart-ſearching God remembers 


if Know and conſider in thy heart, that 
Death that did but warn thee then, by 
ſending his ſummons, will ſhortly come 
himſelf. | 

Forgetful of Death! and made of Duſt, 
born of a Woman, and under-a Decree 
not to be revoked by Men or Angels! Heh. 
9, 27. Fob. 14. 3. As for Man, bis daies are 
determined , the number of his moneths are 
with thee , thow haſt appointed bis bounds, 
that he cannot paſs. 

Not mind your Death ! You that have 
ſickly, weak, diſcaſed bodies, full of pains 
and aches, that are ſo many partial quoti- 
dian deaths yea, a dying daily ? Whar, | 
put off the thoughts of Death! thou that <| 
haſt been at ſo many Funerals, heard fo ma- 
ny paſſing-Bells or Knells, ſeen ſo many 
Graves, Skulls, and Cofhns before thine 
eyes! Forget your Death! and yet finners, 
finning daily , carrying the cauſe and fling 
of Death in your boſoms ! murs in. corpore, 


the body is dead becaule of fin, Roy, 8. 11. 


__ Thy 
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Thy body is but a body of Death, fin hath 


killed it, the ſentence is paſt, Ger. 3. The 


wages of ſin 2s death, Rom. 6. 1. The Soul 
that ſins muſt die, Ezek. 18. 20. What, 
put off this evil day! and dead in part, 
old and cold, having one foot in the Grave, 
viz. teeble knees, trembling hands, wrink- 


led faces, gray or bald heads, the Grave: 


being ready for you? What, no more ſe- 
rious thoughts of Death! and ſo many 
pieces and parcels of your ſelves gone be- 
fore to this long home : So many Relati- 
. ons and Children now aſleep in the duſt 
of Death? Are they buricd in perpetual 
oblivion, never to be remembred more? 

W hat finner ! what not think of Death! 
and. Death at thy very heels, and before 
thine eyes : whither can you dircct your 
eyes, and not fee that which preacheth or 
repreſenteth Death ? All the Winter Death 
1s on the Trees, in cur Gardens, in every 
Flower; at your Table every day you feed 
on the ficſh'of dead Creatures , to tell you 


that you muſt dicz and is nor Death in. 


youPBeds every night ? What is {Iecp, but 
the picture and image of cola Death? and 
your Bcds, but the repreſentation. of your 


3 dark Gravcs ? 


O Careleſs befotted finners ! not confi 


der of. Death! and haye precious ſouls, 
that 
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that muſt live or die , be ſaved or damned, 
to Heaven or Hell, to bliſs or burning, to 
God or Devils, to Saints or curſed Repro- 
bates, as ſoon as the breath is gone, which 
may be the next day or hour 3 This pale 
Horſe Death, hath the red horſe Hell fol- 
lowing him, Rev. 6.8. Laſtly, what not 
think of, and prepare for Death ! and 
called Chriſtians, that profeſs you believe 


the ReſurreCtion- of the Body, and Life 


everlaſting, a happineſs beyond the Grave. 
For if in this life only ( faith Panl) we have 
hope in Chrift , we are of all mem moſt mis - 
ſerable, 1 Cor. 15. 19. 

-Poor hardned finners! that now for- 


get God, and this great and mighty con- 


cern of your eternal fouls, What will you 
do in the day of Viſitation , when the ini» 
quity of your heels ſhall compals: you a+ 
bout, and no friend in Heaven above, or in 


| Earth beneath, that can ſtand you in Read ? 


and when Conſcience like a.bold fturdy 


| Seajernt, (ſhall take you by the throat, and 


ſummon! you in the Name of the great 
Judge, to comeand ſtand at or before the 
Judgement Seat. Underſtand ye bruitiſh 
among the people, and ye fools, when will ye 
be wiſe ? Pal. 94.8. to underſtand this, to 
provide for your latter end, 

| 2. Fs > 
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2. This blames the ignorant, pettiſh, and 
zHeonſiderate ſoul, who in an angry fit or 
paſhion wiſheth for death out of a baſe 
end, viz. as a writ of eaſe. or outlet to 
preſent pain, poverty, ficknefs, and other 
worldly troubles and perplexities , not 
rightly confidering how terrible Death is, 
or what are the dreadful conſequences of 
it: Now that you may be convinced of 
this ſia and folly, give me leave to cell you, 
that between the worſt, longeſt, and deep» 


_ eſt miſeries and calamities of this life, and 


thoſe after death,” there is no proportion, 
but an exceeding diſtance. 

Poor d<luded Souls ! what is the bite 
of a Flea, to the Ring of a Serpent ? ora 
ſcratch on the hand, to a tab at the heart ? 


\ - what's the heat and ſmart of a little can- 


dle, to a hot fiery furnace, or a devouring 
flame ? What's a drop of Gall, to a Sea 
or Ocean of Poyſon > Or what 1s pain, 
torture or anguiſh for an hour , to intolle- 
rable miſery time without end, into which, 
to the unconverted , Death will certainly 

be the door? And are you fo mad to ima- 


gine that there is nothing in the other 


World tobe feared or felt, worſe than out- 
ward preſſures, perils, pains, which are but 
bodily miſeries, and that but for a mo- 
ment? This fin, not only the prophane 

| World 
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World are guilty of, bit ſome of thoſe that 
profels the Name of God. Rebeekgh ſaid 
to Iſaac, I am weary of my life , becauſe 
of the Daughters of Heth, Gen. 27. 46. 
Rachel cries out , Give me Children, or elſe 
F die, Geneſis 30. 1. Eliſha being threat 
ned by Fezabel, ſaid, O Lord take away 
my life, 1 Kings 19. 4. Fonah for thelols 
ofa poor Gourd , faid, It's better for me 
to die than to live, and told God to his 
very face , that be did well to be angry even 


1 wito death, Jonah 4: 9. The Iſraelites, when 


they wanted Water , wiſh'd they haddied 
in the Wilderneſs, Theſe and the like 
wicked wiſhes are in the mouths of - 
many poor, ignorant, diſcontented per« 
ſons, who long to be out of this wretched 
World. 

Now by way of conviction., I ſhall lay 
down theſe following particulars. 

I. What think you of theſe inward, 
and foul-ſtraits, and conflicts wherewith 
Gods poor afflitcd people are ſadly ex- 
erciſed ! And were you but ſenfible of the 
guilt and weight of fin, a wounded ſpirit, 
the wrath of God, and thoſe everlaſting 
burnings; it would quickly ſwallow up 
your outward miſcries, though never fo 
many.. This is evident in the example of 


ers 
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ers was {o tormented, that he would haye 
kill'd himſelf before he was convinced of 
the dreadful fate of his Soul that was in 
danger of ruine, A&s 16. 27, 28, 29, 30, 
Then be fell down, and cryed out, Sirs, what 
ſhall T do to be ſaved? 

2. To wiſh for Death , becauſe of the 
evils attending this life, 1s very wicked and 
_ dangerous, interpretatively, and in cff& 
it is to wiſh your ſouls in Hell. 

Conſider and mind this alfo , that your 
preſent ſorrows, crofles, troubles, of what 
kind or degree ſoever they be, are the fruit 
of your ill doings, and far leſs than yon 
deſerves. for it's a wonder you are notin 
Hell! And will you dare to be fo auda- 
cious as to flic in the face of your faithful 
Creator , when you ſhould be deeply ſens 
{ible of your horrible wickedneſs, and 
humble under Gods hand, and accepting 
the puniſhment of your fin, ye ſhould re- 
pent , and turn to God take away the 
cauſe, and the cffe& will ceaſe. 

3. You can pleaſe and pratifie the De- 
vil your deadly adverſary in nothing more; 
you wiſh for Death, ſo doth the Devil too; 
if you are his now, you muſt be his then, 
his here, and his for ever : He waits and 
longs that your breath were gone, your 
ſouls ſeparated , therefore he would have 
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you poiſon, hang, drown, ſtarve, or ſtab 
jour ſelves, that you might be dead, 
damn'd, and burn'd with him in Hell. 

| 4+ Moreover, if you were dead, you 
would ſuddenly repent , and change your 
mind, and if it might be, give the World 
to be a live again, with all the wants, pains, 
ad grief you now endure. Had you but 
: peeping-hole into Hell, to fee and hear 
what they endure, you would confeſs your 
ins, judge your ſelves, and cloſe with 
Chriſt before you die, that ſo you might 
not come into that dreadful place of tor- 
ment, Now that you may hear and fear, 
and do no more fo wickedly, Let me ask, 
you; 

I, What think you of the fiing and 
bitterneſs of Death , when a man comes 
todie , Conſcience being awakened, roar- 
ing like a Lion, Death the King of Ter- 
rrs ſtanding by, when the guilt of paſt- 
ins, andlols 'of precious time, will be as 
ſo many fiery Darts , and ſtinging Scor- 
pions, biting and gnawing on the heart ? 
What think you it will be to die uncons 
rerted ., to die in a fiate'of fin and wrath, 
a Traitor to God in a ſtate of unbelief 
ind impenitency ( the ſoul-damning fans ) 
to die with an evil heart, an accuſing 
Conſcience, ſelf-condemn'd, caſt in your 
own 
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own breaſt, to die, to die, which is work 
of all. 27 
- 2, What think you of the ſadneſs and 
amazing terror of approaching Judge. 
ment , the ſecond Death ; when a man 
comes to take a dreadful view of the. o- 
ther World, and begins to refle& and 
think, Wherefore was I born ? What have 
I been doing, are all theſe my fins? 0 
where ſhall I leave them? or how ſhall 
I be rid of them now Fam dying ? Whi- 
ther am I going ? What will be my com- 
pany ? Where ſhall be my place? and how 
near amT to it? What muſt I endure? 
and how long? how long? And Conlſci 
ence will anſwer, To eternity , miſery 
without end. This will amaze, confound, 
and overwhelm the Soul with fear and 
perturbation , when it ſees that Heavenis 
loſt, and that it muſt down, down, tothe 
Region of darkneſs, and company of De 
vils, in that ftate of everlaſting woe, The 
killing thoughts of which made a. great, 
man wiſh, That he might live, though but 
the life of a Toad. 
3. What think you of the impartiality 
of the Judge , that will not ſpare tht 
guilty, muſt and will judge and ſentenct 


according to the Fact, and reward everyſ. 


man according to his works? He wouldſ' 
_ not] 
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not ſpare the Angels that ſinned , but caſt 


them down to Hell, 2 Pex. 2. 4. nor Adam, 
but caſt him out of- Paradiſe, and fet a 
flaming Sword againfi-him, neither will 
He ſpare any impenitent ſinner in the day 
of his wrath Juſtice obliges him to ju- 
ſtitte the righteous, and condemn the 


{ wicked. 


4+ What think you of the impoſlibility | | 
of having any appeal? There will be no || 
Moſes to mediate, no Mcdiator to plead, 


no Daxiel, Noah, or Fob to intercede, or 


to ſtand in the gap, not an Interceſlor in 
Earth or Heaven to be found to ſpeak a 
word. There can be no appeal to God, 
his Calls and Counſels have been: refuſed, 
his Intereſt oppoſed , his Enemies counte- 


nanced, his Laws violated, his Anger will 


burn like fire. No-appeal to Jeſus Chriſt, 
his Government hath been lighted , his 
Grace and Perſon reje&ed : -or to the 
Holy Ghoſt, He hath been quench'd and 
grieved , or to Angels or Saints, all will - 
be againſt you. 

5. What think you of the reſignation 


of foul and body to the Executioner and 


Tormentor, the red Dragon? "Tis fad to 


ſee a poor Malefacor committed to the 
Jaylor or Hangman, but O how much 
more dreadful will it be for ever-living 


ſouls 
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fouls in the face of Men and Angels, to 
be delivered into the hands of that raging, 

roaring Lion the Devil? When God the 
righteous Judge ſhall ſay in fight of the 
whole world, Here are the men that brake 
my Statutes, prophaned my Sabbaths, that 
hated my Saints, that ſerved the Deyil, 


in the ſatisfying their Luſts, the open - 


and profeſſed Adverſaries to my. Name 
and Interet; that would not, though! 
often intreated them, come at my call, ac- 


cept of my love, receive my Son, or en- 


dure a life of holineſs , or by any means 
be drawn, and perſwaded to think of, and 
prepare for Death and Judgement, though 
they had time and opportunity enough. 
- Now take them Devil, and away to Hell 
with them, for my ſoul abhors them. Thy 
Covenant-ſervants and voluntary ſlaves 
they were in time, and thy priſoners in 
. chains of darkneſs they (hall be to eterni- 
ty, to be tormented day and night for ever, 
Rev. 20. IO. | 

6. What think you of the eternal ba- 
niſhmenc and ſeparation from God, Chriſt, 
Angels, Saints Heaven ? This-is the pu- 
niſhment of loſs, and the worſt of Hell, 
Matt. 25. 41. Then ſhall. be ſay unto them 
on the left hand , Depart from me ye curſes 


znto everlaſting fire prepared for the Devil = | 
: | # , 


of << 
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bis Angels. O terrible, terrible! to be doon'd 
or ſentenc?d to lye under the wrath and 
hatred of the infinitely great and dreadful 
God forever and ever, as long as God {hall 
live, whoſe being is to eternity, as long as'. 
there is a devil to torment, or to be tormen» 
ted, (hall their plagues laſt, The feartul 
and unbelieving, and the abominable, Mur- 
derers, Whoremongers, Lyers, Dogs, Sor- 
cerers, carry all their fin down to hell with 
thern, the fuel that feeds the wrath of God, 


16 that the oyl of fin cauſes the lamp of 


wrath to burn and flame everlaſtingly, The 
dbt of fin can never be paid, juſtice never 
atisfied, for the damned ſouls remain ima 
penitent, and God implacable, ſo that there 


| an be no hope of pardon, The ſentence 


k ſtrict, unchangeable, irreverſible, eterna}. - 
0 eternity ! eternity ! this filings, plagues 
and augments,and aggravates the molt in- 
tollerable punithment of the damned,z Ate 
ter innumerable thouſands of years they 
ſhall chiak ic but the beginning of their - 
ſorrows , and [hall be fo far froman end, 
8 if they had been in H-11 but an hour, 
It will be everlaſting deſiruction from the 
preſence of the Lord, and the glory of 


lis power, 2 Theſ. 1. 9. In compariſon of | 


Which, all the rendings, rackings, tearings, 
H tors - 
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torturings of mens bodies here, by the 
moli exquilite torments upon racks, gib- 
bet, wheels, gridirons, boyling lead, boyl- 
ing oyl, and other bloody invented en- 
gines and inſiruments of amazing cruelty, 
are but a flea biting. | 
Sinners ! *tis Hell, Hell, that will make 
the ſadly tormentcd foul feek death, wiſh 
and long, for that which ſhall never be, 
Rev. 9.6. And will you deſire and wiſh 
for the woful day? God forbid ! Now 
your conditions may be changed , then it 
will be ſtated. Joe, woe unto you that de- 
fire-the Day of the Lord, to what end is 
it for you ? The day of the Lord u darkneſs, 
and not Light , Amos 5. 18. A Day 
Gloomineſs, a Day of Clonds, aud of thick 
Darkneſs, at which be people ſhould be much 
pained, and all faces ſhall gather blackneſs, 
the Inbabitants of the Land ſhall tremble, 
For the Day of the Lord is very terrible , Joel 
2. Now therctore do not wickedly wiſh 
it, but. wiſely conſider and prepare. for 
it's And bleſſed is that S:zrvanc whom 
when his Lord cometh , tindeth fo do- 


INge 
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3- It reproves the ſelf- confident and pre- 
ſamptuons, who conclude upon a fitneſs and 
preparedneſs for death and jadgement- up» 
on very ſlight and unwarrantable groundsz 
namely , becauſe they ſeparate trom the 
notorious wicked, are not prophane, make 
a profetſion, ſhew ſome legal ſorrow for 
ſin, run the round of duty; though car- 
nal and heartleſs enough in thoſe duties 3 
from hence they eaſily perſwade them- 
ſelves that al] is well, viz. They that are 
the Children of God in a fate of Grace, 
and going to Heaven, and as fit todye as 
the very beſt, How many thouſands are 
there in the Chriſtian World, who fecurely 
ſkep and dream of an interecft in Chriſt, 
that hope and promiſe themſelves a future 
and glorious felicity , who are but meer 
mortal men, and worſe, or rotten painted 
Hypocrites at the beſt, having only a form 
of Godlyneſs, reſtraining, counterfeit, or 
common grace? Such Scribes and Pha- 
riſces, are the fooliſh Virgins, and yet con- 
lident to the very laſt, they came to the 
door, with @ Lord, Lord, open unto us. 
They had blazing Lamps, but no oyl in 
their Lamps or Veſſels; no real union 
with Jeſus Chriſt, no precious Faith , no 

H 2 {incere 
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ſincere love or evangelical repentance, the 
root of the mattcr was not in them. 

You that have a name to live, take heed 
you be nor deceived 3* it you are not true: 
ly united unto Jefus.Chriſt , he will ce- 
tainly diſlown you. The Lord Jeſus tells 
us of ſuch ſadly deluded fouls that ſhall 
ſtand up at the laſt day, and challenge a 
reward in Heaven, to whom he will pro- 
teſt, I know you not, Mat. 7. 23. They ne- 
ver favingly knew him, had never any 
union or communion with Chriſt in the 
. World Many are called, but few choſen: 
the Children of the Kingdom (faith Chiiſt ) 
ſhall be caſt out. Ang I muſt tell you, who 
ever comes to Heaven, will miſs many 
there which they thought to find, and 
find others there they little expc&cd, The 
finrcrs 1n $7ou are more than a few, the 
Goats more than the Sheep, the Tares 
more than the Wheat, more reprobate Sil- 
ver than pure tried Gold, The pure in 
heart, and truly godly man, that mourns 
and bleeds for {1n, that loves God, and 
prizes Chriſt above the World, is many 
times full of fears and doubts about. his 
foul, and the eternal condition of it ; 0 
what would he not give to be affured 


that all is well between God and him? 
Z to 
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to krow that God and Chriſt is his, that 
he is fit to live or dye 3 becauſe a miſtake 
hexe is very dreadful, and of an infinite 
conſequence. But on the contrary , the 
fooliſh, difobedient. that are deceived, fer- 
ving divers luſts and pleaſures, living: in 
ſin, and alienated from the life of God, 
having no hope, and without God in the 
World, are highly confident, and firongly 
perſwaded that it ſhall go well with them 
in the World to come. I knew a poor, ig- 
norant, 'prophane wretch, being told on 
his death-bed ( anJ but alittle before he 
entred into eternity) that death was come, - 
replied, where 1s it, 1'Il go forth and meet 
it? putting his leggs over the bed- fide, in a 
ttle time gave up the Ghoſt, Therefore 
inthis great ſoul-affair, let none be fo fook- 
hardy, as to truſt without tryal, Bur let 
every man prove his own work, and then ſhall 


be have rejoyeing in bimſelf, and not in a> 


wother > for every man ſhall bear bis own bur 


'den, Gal. 6.45» 


. Qweſt. Wi the conſideration of our lat- 
fer end is a matter of ſuch moment, JYhy 
do men and women that have immortal ſouts 
think no more of it ? | SE, 

- An". 1. The great cauſe is from: that 
horrid,curſed — and Unbelief, which 
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is deeply rooted and riveted in mens minds 
and hearts. They do not credit thta won+ 
dring and aſtoniſhing Doctrine of the 
other World, according to the belief of 


which they muſt live or dye to all eterni- 
ty. 


endleſs eternity, and of tho'e great things 
men ſeem to believe, namely, That they 
muſt dye, that in every mans body there 
is a never-dying ſoul, that there will be 
a different and unchangeable eſtate of men 
after death, and that without holineſs, 


teal holineſs of heart and life , no man 


ſhall ſee the Lord : and compare the lives 
and practices of thoſe that pretend to be- 
lieve theſe things , and we may ſee them 
as buſie as a company of Ants in a ſunny 
day, and that the general courſe of men, 
hath no tendency towards this end, but 
indeed a fad and woful incongruity. 

2. The fecond cauſe is want of ſpin- 
tual and divine wiſdome. It was for want 
of that wiſdom which is from above, that 
the Tſraelites did not conſider, O that they 
were wiſe | ſaid God. They are a Nation 
void of Counſel , neither is there any nnder- 
ſtanding in them, Deut, 32.28, If men 
were wiſe for their precious and eternal 
ſouls, 


If we ſhould take a ſerious proſpe& of 
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{ ſouls, they would confidcr what is here 


to be done and what 1s Jike to be their 
condition in the other World, The pru- 
dent man fore-feeth the evil, or confider- 
eth the evil, and hideth himſelf. When 
God by the mouth of Myſes threatned to 
plague the Egyptians by the Pcliilence , 
Hail, and Fire, he that believed and feared 
the word of the Lord, among the fer- 
yants of Pharaoh , made his ſervants and 
cattle flee into the houſe, and were pre- 
ſerved, Exod. 9. 20, So the foul that 
xs truly wiſe to conſider of the danger of 
being deftroyed by the grievous hail and 
fre of Gods wrath, will flee into the þj- 
ding place, viz. under the wing of the 
great and glorious Mediator, where alone 
there is true ſuccour. But he that did 
not fear or. confider of the danger , left 
his Servants and Cattle in the ficld, and 
were deſtroyed, Exod. 9.21, 25. b 
3. The third hinderance is Senſuaiity , 
worldly pleaſures, and cares, theſe carry 
away the heart from true confideration. 
The Iſraelites confluence of creature-com- . 
forts, cauſed them to forſake and forget 
God, Dewt. 32. 14, 15, 16,17. 18. The old 
World was Eating, Drinking, Marrying, - 
and giving in Marriage, not conſidering 
H 4 ok 
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of their danger, till the flood came and 
took them all away, Mat. 24.38, 39. The 
men of the Earth do ſo mind earthly 
things, that their hearts are ſurfeited and 
drunken with the cares of it, Luke 21, 34, 
And while mens minds and thoughts ar: 
carried ſo vehemently after the World to 
make proviſion for their life, they can 
think but little of their death, Lzke 12 
15,16, 17, 18. 

4- The' fourth ObſtruQion, is a plague 
vpon the heart, and deſperate ſecurity Pro» 
ceeding from it. No bonds next to death 
are fo ſtrong to keep men under, as ſe» 
curity and fenſleſneſs of Spirit, So dead 
a ſleep poſſcfſeth moſt of the ungodly 
World, that they are paſt feeling, and be» * 
come lo ſtark dead, that the Voice of God 
in the dreadful threatnings of his Word, 
and the alarum of his amazing tremen- | 
dous Judgements, and deſolating provi 
dences prevail not to awaken them. The 
| Lord hath pourcd out upon them the 
ſpirit of a deep ſleep, and hath (in Judge- 
ment ) cloſed theireyes, that they can fin 
in the very face of the Judge, at the very 
b-ink of hell, at the very mouth and 
entrance into that great gulf of eterni- 
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5. A fifth hindrance to mens confiderati- 
on of their latter end, is a ſtrong delufion 
of heart , or Satanical ſuggeſtions. The 
old Serpent, and deſperately deluded 
hearts, make them dream that God 1s all 
love, that they ſhall have a long life, that 
preparation for Death and Eternity 1s a 
ſhort work; and that it may be done' at 


, any time, namely, When they have done 


with the world, 'when they arcold, or Iy= 
ing on a ſick bed. They ſay 1n their hearts, 
"tis but believing or repenting , and ſays 
ing, Lord have mercy on me, let medye 
the death of the Righteous. Under this 


deadly delution they dream of Heaven,and 


go laughing to Hell, i Theſe 5: 3: 

And that which doth muc? increaſe 
this ſtupidity, may be the want of, or neg» 
I of a powerful and ſoul-ſearching Mis 


{ niſtry, whole office, as watch-men, 1s to: 


fore-ſce the danger, and, to warn and a> 
waken ſecure finners crying aloud tothem: 
in the Nime of the Lord, Awake thor that: 
ſteepeſt, ariſe from the tad and Chrift ſhall: 
give thee light, Eph. 5: 14. But ſome can= 
not endure that Minifters ſhould be fo ſe-- 
vere, plain and piercing in their Doctrine, 
ſo as to thunder and lighten in the eyes 


and cars: of ſlecpy ſouls 3 they. are well 
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contented to fit under thofe that daub 
with untemper'd Morter, and who ſow 
Pillows for their Arm: holes, under whoſe 
Miniſtry they may take a nap, and ſlecp it 
out. But they hate him that reproveth in 
the gate, that gals, cuts, and wounds their 
Conſcience,juſt like the gall'd back'd horſe 


that bites and kicks at him that would heal 


him. 

A perſon of no mean quality ſpeaking 
his opinion of ſeveral Miniſters, ſaid, fuch 
a man I can hear, and ſuch a one I can hear 
very well, but for the third he mentioned, 
that was wont to lay the ax to the root 
of the tree , and grapple with the heart: 


I cannot endure to hear him, for he alwates - 


grates upon my Conlcience. | 

6. Men do not conſider their latter end 
becauſe they are afraid todo it. 

'T. Firſt, to wanton ſinners, the remem- 
brance of Death is a bitter Pill that will 
not ſuffer the pleaſures of fin to go down 
ſo ſweetly. Therefore they ſay to the 
thoughts of Death, as the Governour to 
Pal, Go thy way for this time, when T have 
8 convenient ſeaſon, I will ſend for thee. Se- 
rious thoughts of Death and Judgement 
to come, as the hand-writing on the wall, 


_ will damp the ſpirits, and mar the _ 
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of the greateſt Prince or Gallant in the 
World. | 

2. They fear to think of Death, becauſe 
they have made no preparation for it, 
(viz. ) They have not believed, repented, 
lived a life of holineſs, fo as to make their 
God their Friend, A bankrupt that oweth 
many hundred pounds more than he ts 
worth, 1s afraid to caſt up his Accompts: 
So poor and impenitent finners that are 1n- 
debted to God, that owe him ten thouſand 
falents, areunwilling to: think of Death, 
becauſe Death will fay un'o them , come 
give an account of your Steward(hip, for 
you muſt pay the utmoſt farthings-. 

3- They are afraid to think cf death, 
by reaſon of the dreadful conſequences of 
death, as it relates to both Worlds. The- 
change that death makes as to this preſent 
World, 1s very am3Zinge. 


1. It brings unavoidably. a diſſolution 
or ſeparation of ſoul and body 3 thele two: 
dear companions, that have lived and con= 
vers'd together, and ſinn'd together, for 


many years, muſt then part, and a living. | 
- man will become a dead carkals,. fit for 
. nothing but a grave, and the ſoul muſt 


have another habitation,. Fob 17. 13, 14» 
| Fob- 
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Fob r9. 26. Well might Death be calcd: 


The King of Terrors. 


2. It Is matter of fear to leave this 


World that hath been fo pleaſing and de- 


Iighrſome, and for. which you have toyled 
and laboured fo many years, -in one night 
to loſe it all! For when the departing hour 
cometh, you may take a view of all your 
comforts which you have had under the 
Sun, and helps for Heaven, (viz ) Huf- 
bands, Wives, Parents, Children, Kinf- 


folks, Friends, jolly Companions, Gold, 


Silver, Houſes, Lands, ſweet and delicate 
Banquets, Pleafing bargains, and fay, we 
muſt now part, farewell for ever ;- We ſhall 


never ſee or enjoy you more, we ſhall ne- } 
ver cat, drink, or converſe more, buy or 


{ell more : all our flcſhly and ſenſual de- 


bghts are ended, our joy, ous mirth is | 


ceaſed, and all the bleſſed advantages for 


our falvation now will terminate. Fare-. | 


well the means of Grace, and all the 


golden opportunities for our ſouls, farewel 


all thoſe faichful Miniſters that we have 
heard, farewcll all thoſe powerful awaken- 
ing Sermons. that have ſounded in our 
cars, farewel all the bleſſed Sabbaths, fare- 
well all thc Counſels, Examples, R-proofs, 
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Prayers of our ſerious and religious 
Friends and Relations, we ſhall. never 
ſe the face ofa Miniſter more, or hear 
4 Sermon more, never have the door of 
{ Grace and Life opened to us any more 
for ever. And what remains, but a dole- 
ful remembrance of thoſe good things that 
are paſt and gone, and a (evere firit ac- 
count that is yet behind ? | 

- O dreadful change and loſs indeed ! to 
them that make the world their home, 
that have their Heaven on this fide Hea- 
ven, and no proviſion or portion beyond 
the Grave, The thoughts of which made 
a wicked young man ( very thriving in the 
World.) to utter theſe words, If T live, 'T 
ſball be a rich man but this # the plague of it, 


; I-Imuſt dye ; which accordingly came to paſs 


| not long after. 


3. No wonder death is fo terrible , for 


. | after death the judement. Death is 'a 


Purſevant that ſummons guilty fouls to 
come and give an account at Gods dread- 
ful Bar. And what more terrible to the. 
Malefactor than the fight and preſence 
of.an angry Judge. While Paul reafoned-of 
- Judgement, Felix trembled and bid him. 
be gone, that Dodtrine did fo gall him, 
that 
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that he could not indure it , Afr. 24, 
25. 
"oj 2. The ſecond Uſe is to'exhort, 
perſwade and, ftir you up, to put this 
duty of fo great and infinite concernment 
into practice. O Sirs, I beſeech you to 
entertain ſome timely thoughts of your 
dying hour, that death and you may be | 
more familiar. The beſt friend you have 
in Heaven and Earth, longs to ſee it done; 
O that there were ſuch an heart in them. 

Now it you would do any thing in this 
blefſed work, (viz.) to prepare for death 
and judgement, it muli be done. 1. Sud- 
denly. 2. Seriouſly. 3. Effeually. 
TT. It multi be done ſuddenly, its a-buſi- 
neſs of that importance that mult not be 
negle&ed or delaid for a moment of time, 
Did you but fee that you are upon the 
confines of cternity, and in danger every 
day of being undone, for ever, you would 
quickly come to a rc{olution ; To further 
and encourage you :. Conſider. 

" I. Life ( as dear and precious as it is) 
is very uncertain, What a nothing 1s this 
life? A wind, a vapour, adream, a breath, 
' a bubble, 

How ſoon may the- Thread be cut, the 
Glaſs run, or this bright burning Low 
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be dim, and out, when,how, or where this 
ſhort dying life will terminate thou doſt 


not know? Whether at home or abroad, 


among thy freinds or ſirangers, in the 
field or houſe, at thy table, or in thy bed, 
who can tell ? 

2. Death may come ſuddenly. When 
the pale Horſe will ſet forth, whether in 
the morning, or at mid-day, or mid-night, 


1 no man can tell thee. There is a fatal hour 


which none can pals, Luke 12.20. Pſal.73. 


18, 19. Pſal. 64 7. 1 Theſ. 5. 3. 


3. Whendeath comes, 1t ſirikes ſure. 
This King of Terrors on the pale Horfe 
always rides the circuit, and doth execu- 
tion whereever he cometh, no ſhield or 
buckler, or armour of proof can defend 
us, no, not an army or guard of Men or 
Angels. If dreadtul death finds a King 
on his Throne, or a Begger on the Dung» 
hill, it*s all a caſe. The firength of a man, 
though a Sampſon, this great Leviathan, 
death, counts bat a firaw 3 death doth his 
work ſpeedily,cafily,witnels the laftplague. 
I ſhall add here, 

I. Death's calls, warning, and alarums, 
are very frequent, not one of you but have 


had many a call and knock, to mind you 
of death, ; 


2. Death's- 
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2, Death's commands are peremptory, 
hebrings his Writ along with him. Death 
comes in the Name of the terrible Judge 
and takes his Commillion- out of the 
Court of Heaven, in order to the accom- 
, Pliſhmentr, -and execution of an eternal and 
irrevocable decree, fo that he muſt do his 
work, will have his errand. If a man had 
Mines of Gold and Silver to give, it can- 
not deliver from the arreſt of this incxora 
ble Serjeants | 


3- Deaths conqueſt is great. I know | 


thou wilt bring me to death, and the place 
appointcd for all living. What man is he 
that liveth, and (hall not fee death ?Thoy 
haſt fet his bounds that he cannot paſe. They 
that have conquered Kingdoms and coun- 
treys,and carricd all before them, have been 
ſubje&cd by death. When death comes and 
takes 3 man by the throat , though the 
proudelt, ſtoutelt, ſtrongeſt in the World, 
he muſt go, willing or unwilling, *cis all 
one to death. 'Tis obſerveable, that oF bad 
men, their ſouls are not refign'd, but ta- 
ken awey. What 15 the hope of the Hy: 
pocrite, though he hath gained, when God 
taketh away bis foul, Fob 29,8, 20, A 
tempeſt ficaleth him away in the be 

is 
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This night ſhall chy ſoul be required,death 

will not ſtay a night. *Tis in vain for 
them that are ſtrong and lively, 'to fay to 
death, Go to the wrinkled faces, to the 
gray heads, to the pale checks, to the na- 
ked backs, the dry bones, to the dry breaſts, 
meddle not with this young man, firike 
not this comely beautiful Woman, that is 


| in the lower and prime of Nature. Goto 


yonder conſumptive, declining, decaying, 
dying old man, go.to that weak, withered 
old Woman. Let me alone to be excus'd, 
O but death regards it not, For this great' 
Conqueror Death, knocks as often at the 
young mans door, as at the door of the 
old Woman. Death arrefts and carryeth 
away the ftrong, the healthy, the rich, the 
honourable, the learned, priſoners to the 


| Grave, as often as the weak, the ſickly, the 


poor, the baſe and ignorant, 

2, You are to do it ſerzouſly 3 with thy 
foul : the living will lay it to heart ,. Ee- 
cleſ.- 7.2. The dead cannot, there's no de- 
vice in the Grave; Then go about it now 
in gocd earneſt, before old age and death 
cometh. | OY 

3. Do it efGnally, go thorow with the | 
work, leave it not undone, or but done to 


halves; let every luſt be mortificd, every 


duty 
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duty performed, every grace exercis'd. As 
good never a whit, as never the near. Now 
you have opportunity before you, the day 
of grace is continued , Chriſt is at the 
door, open to him, and make all ſure for 
if ever thou be juſtified, pardoned, Sandi: 
fied ic muſt be now, The conſiderations 
to perſwade you, are thele following. 


mmm... 


Motive. 1. Conſider there's an abſolute 
and indiſpenfible neceſſity for the doing 
of it , a preſent neceſſity, an infinite and 
eternal neceſlity z other things may be 
done, this muſt be done, and it's more than 
time this great work were done and f- 
niſh'd. *Tis the grand buſineſs of your 


life, timely and truly to prepare for death | 


and judgement. It were better that all 
your concerns in the World were wholly 
negle&ed, namely, Husband, Wite, Chil- 
dren, Buying, Sc:lling, Seed-time, Harveſt 
Omitted, and let all run to rujne, than to 
hazard, loſe, and undo your ſouls, for this 
will certainly ruine body and ſoul for c- 
Ver. 

O ſcriouſly mind how little you have 
done in the time of your life paſt, and how 


uncapable you will be to do any thing 
tne 
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theend of time, when you come to take 
up your lodging in a Grave, O remem- 
ber the daies of darkneſs, they will be ma- 
ny, Eccleſ. 1. 18. They that have been in 
the Grave a thouſand years have done no+ 
thing, neither can you when you come 
there, Now for you that have lived 
ſome 20, 30, 4O, 5O, Or 60 years, and done 
nothing in order to a preparation for your 
everlafting ſtate, Kis high time to begin 
the work, 

| The moſt of you are fo ſenſle(s, as not 
to conſider,or entertain a thought of death, 
till you hear the Bell, or ſce a Grave or 
Coffin, or till d:ath comes within your 
Walls, and knocks at your beds-head 3 
When you fee a Friend, a Child, a Bros 


| ther, a Husband, or Wife, gaſping and dy- 


ing, till you fee him bedew'd with his 
cold ſweats, and groaning with dying 
pangs, till your eyes thus affect your 
hearts , your hearts are ſeldome affected 
with the fenſe of your mortality : Now 
fich it muſt be done, and done ſuddenly, 
reſolve in ſpight of Men and Devils, and 
all the world, to ſet about the work. 


Motive 
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Motive 2. -Confider, It may be done, you 
are ina capacity to do it, adored for ever 
be free Grace, * 

I. Time and opportunity is yet before 
you. Tae Torch burns, the Sun ſhines, 
yet it is day, though not morning , ſome 
ſands are bchind , though. not a wholke 
glaſs. Some of you are old, lame, deaf, 
but not dead 3 others weak, fick, languiſh- 
ing, but alive; It the Sun were ſct, the 
Candle out, the glaſs run, farewel all hope 
of Heaven, or of altering your condition 
for ever. They that are gone down to 
the dead, and among the damned, may, 
and do reficct with torment upon the op- 

Portunities once offcred to make them 
happy, but can call back none 3 that's im- 
pollible. 
' », God 1s willing to help , if you go to 
him; Thine is the power, and he gives it to 
them that have no ſfirength, Iſa. 40. Duty 
| $5 ours, Afliftance and Succeſs is Gods, 
That God who hath given thee a confi 
dering ſeaſon, can alſo give a- conſidering 
foul; go to him upon thy knees, and beg 
as for thy life, his ſpeedy aid 3 and ſay as 
the woman to David, Help O King 3 or 


as the Father for the difirciſed Son, Mark. | 
| 9,22,1] 
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19.22. If thou canſt do any thing, belp ur. | 


Chriſt did help 3 *tis his promiſe, Seek , 
and you ſhall find. But it cannot be faid 
ſo of ſeparated fouls, becauſe time and 
means from them is gone for ever. | 
Then in the Name of the Lord, quit 
your ſelves like men, wiſe men, that are 
endued with precious, rational, confiders 
ing ſouls, that diferenceth you from 
Bruits.z Let that noble faculty of reaſon 
be executed in conſidering your latter end, 
For conſideration is a ſerious, eager, and - 
lively a& or. exerciſe of the underſtanding 
about things to be done, ornot to be done, 
furthering or impeding the execution. of 
them as it ſees good, It is the exerciſe of 
the mind and heart, theſe are at work in 
this Divine confideration. Contemplatio 
(as one obſerves) looks upon things, as the 
eye upon the objeQ 3 Fudicium, diſcern- 
eth things whether good or bad 3 but Me- 
ditation or Conſideration is a further in- 
quifition into the truth. Set Confidera- 
tion at work, and not like Bruits, ſuffer 
your eyes, cars, lufts, and ſenſes to be your 
guides, but commune with your hearts , 
conſider your wayes , reflect upon your 
ations, look to yourend z which it you 


4id, you would not be fo ſenſual, fo 


ſinful, 
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ſinful, as you have bcen, and are, 1/7, I.3, 


th 
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Motive 3. Conſider the omitting or neg- 
le& of it, will render your the worſt of 
fools. If the doing of it be your higheſ 
wiſdom, the not doing it mult needs be 
the greateſt folly 3 this will make you like 


Ephraim, a filly Dove without an heart, 


Do you know that you muſi dye, and dye 
but once? And will you not endeavour 
to do that well, which cannot be done the 
ſecond time ? As Luther ſaid to his adver- 
ſaries, You can kill me but once, ye are not a» 
ble to raiſe me to life again, and kill me the 
ſecond time ; So fayl to thee, O thou le- 
cure finner, when thy breath is gone, it 

will return no more. | 
' O conſider with a trembling heart,how 


much depends upon this dying once! 


namely, the gaining or loſing of thy dear 
precious ſoul, the gaining or loſing of the 
favour of God, the fruition of God 3 the 
joys of Heaven, or the torments of Hell 
hangs upon it. 

When death comes , your eternity 1s 
caſt;zthe very next moment after you have 
ſhot the black and amazing gulf, you ſhall 
ſee and know what you ſhall be,and where 

. you 
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you ſhall be to all erernity. And will 
you judge the men of the carth, or world- 
ly wiſe men, the wiſeft men, who take care 
for the body , and negle& the ſoul? that 
make proviſion for time, but none for eter- 
nity ? OSirs, if you would but trace them 
to a fick bed, a death b:d, from thence 
into eternity, and to Gods dreadtul Tribu- 


 . | nal, you might eafily determine, Fer. 17. 


4 


13. Awakening Convidtions. 


II. Lake 12.19, 20. Lutke 16. 22, 23. Rev. 
6.25. : 


te. —_— 


| —— 


Mitive 4-I a very little time your preſent, 
powerful, and awakening belps and advan-= 
tages to excite, and put you in mind of the 
aber World , will be paſt and gone- And 
theſe are chiefly three, viz. I. Awakening 
Ocdinances. 2. Awakening Providences, 


I. Awakening Ordinaances will have an 
end. The faithfnl, powerful Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, that watch for your ſouls, and 
whole othce it is to fire the Beacons, and 
give the Alarum, will, we know not how 
ſoon, finiſh their work. Theſe Boanergeſes 
and Embaſſidors of the Lord, that preach 
the dreadful and amazing Doctrine of 
Death and Judgement, and that with loud 
and 
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and earneſt cryes, tears, and fervour of 
ſpirit, to make you ſenſible of your fin and | 
danger, will ſhortly becalled home. Mj- 
ſes, that great Prophet, after he had com- 
pos 'd this excellent Song (of which my 
Text 1s a part |) was gathered to his Fa- 
thers. Noah, that preacher of Rightcouſ- 
neſs, after he had for many years toge= | 
ther warned the old World, was called in- 
tothe Ark, and they had never a Sermon 
more, till the Wrath of God came upon 
them, and there was noremedy, 2 Pet-2.5, 

' Be not therefore as your Fathers unto 
whom the former Prophets have cryed, 
{fiying, Twrn ye from your evil waies, for 

they bave not long to cry : The Prophets 
do not live for ever, Zech. 1. 4,5- You 
cannot rationally expe alwayes to hear 
the pleaſant noiſe of Aaroys Bells , or the 
ſound of the Silver Trumpet , the Sun 
will go down over the Prophets : There- 
fore while the Watch-men are upon the 
Walls , take warning , and finiſh your 
work while you have the light. O Sirs, 
improve for your cternal advantage, thoſe 
plain and powerful Sermons which you 
hear and read, and let it not be accoun- 
ted legal preaching. Who were more 
ſeyere in their preaching, than our Lord, 

an 
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and his fore-runner ? whom we ought to 
imitate , otherwiſe we draw the horrible 
fn of blood-guiltyneſs upon our ſouls , 
Fzek. 3. 18, 19. *Tis obſerv'd, that there ' 
xe more dreadful Doftrines ſcattered up 
nd down in the New Teſtament , than in 
he 01d, the powerful application of which 
* Is very neceſſary both for ſecure Sinners , 

md drowſie Saints Holy David after 
n Jhis fall, fell into a deep ſicep, and did not 
wake untill Nathan came and told him 
plainly and particularly of his Sin. And 
of the Virgins, we-read, while the Bride- 
: room carried, they all ſſumbred and ſlept, 
Maz.25- Ohow many ſleepy Souls are 
| Fhere in the World, and in many Cities, 
Towns , and Pariſhes in this Nation, that 
wil either living, dying, or after death , 
dly bewail the not improving the labours 
i their faithful Paſtors ! 

2, All your awakening Providences, by 
Inhich God warns and calls , will have an 
find, The great and glorious God for a 
bng time together hath been ſpeaking and 
alling co us by his Word , and of late 
jears he hath ſpoken by his dreadful Rod, 
and that very terribly. The Sword, the 
- Plague, the Fire, the decay of Trade, and 
ither Judgements, are the loud Voice of 

| | an 
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an angry God. Thoſe affliQions on our 
Families, Relations, Eſtates, Perſons, are in 
order to awakening us out of ſleep, and fo 

for our profit. When Manaſſeh was among 
the thorns, and bound with fetters . ;and 
carried into Bahilon, he beſought the Lord 
and humbled himſelf greatly, 2 Chrox. 33. 
11, 12,13. Aﬀter Ephraim was chaſtiſcd, 
he awaked, turned and repented, for the 
Bonds and Cords of AfiGction , do open 
the car to Inſtruction 3 then he ſheweth 


them their work , and their tranſgreſſion, | 
and commandeth that they turn from 1ni- | 


quity, Fob 36. 8,9,10. Fer. 31. 18, 19. 
Now to have a deaf car to the Rod and 
Word, to be hardned, and ſecure, and go 
on in ſin under awakening and amazing 
providences, is a dreadful Judgement, and 
that which ripens men for ruine, 2 Chron, 
28.22, This is that King Abaz , who in 
the time of his diftreſs,did treſpaſs yet more 
againſt the Lord, Fer. 5.3. | 

3. Your awakening Conviftions will have 


an cnd too. Thoſe ſecret and powerful | 


workings, firivings, and firuglings of the 
Spirit of God under the Rod, and in the 
Word will be ſuſpended, Chriſt will not 
alwaics be at the door calling, knocking 
_ and his Spirit that is ſo much grieved and 


oppos'd 
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oppos'd, will not alwaics ſirive and firug- 
ole with your Hearts and Conſciences, Gez. 
6. 3. * Now linners, if you have any love 
or regard to your immortal Souls , before 
all theſe helps be taken away, be wile to 
conſider, and prepare for your end ; Left 
God fhouw)d ſpecdily refolve, and ſay to 
you as to the Jews, Iſa. 1.5. Why ſhould . 
ye be ſtricken any more? or as Hoſ. 4. i7.. 
Ephraim is joyned #0 Idols let him aloge. Tacy 
will have their laſts, and they hall have 
them 3 As I live, ſaith the Lord, this iniqui- 


1 ty ſhall not be purged till you dye. Sith no- 


thing will prevail , I am relolved , faith 
God, they ſhall never hear any awakening, 
ful-ſearching Sermon more, never have a 
Correction or Conviction more till they go * 


down to Hell. 


Motive. 5» Conſider that the earneſt cryes, 
tears, prayers of unbelievers, when they come 
todye, will be in vain, fruitleſs, and unſuc- 
o{aful : Though you ſpeak in the anguiſh 
of your ſouls , and complain in the bitter- 
neſs of your ſpirits z when your fleſh up- 
on you ſhall have pain, and your ſouls 


within you ſhall mourn, it will be to no 


purpoſe, 
I 2 You 
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You that will not ſcck God betimes 
and make ſupplication to the Almighty, 
that will not pray while you have time to 
pray, helps to pray, health to pray, encoy- 
ragements to pray. 
Now God invites, you may have audi- 
ence, your prayers in a dying hour will 
be but the expreſſions of your fears and 
terrors, ariſing from the ſenfe and nearneſs 
of your danger, when there will be but a 
ſtep between your departing Souls, and 
the ſtate of Devils z God ſeldom hears 
from ſome men , unlefs trouble , ficknels, 
fear, difirels, and anguiſh cometh upon 
them. Then pain will make them pray, 
and howl upon their beds 3 and *tis but 
howling,not praying, Hof. 7. 14. But, will 
God hear his cry , when troable cometh mpon | 
bim ? ſaith Fob 27. 9. No, faith the Lord, | 
T will not be enquired of by you, E7zcK. 20. | 
3. Becauſe it cometh from an evil mind 
or inking breath, proceeding from a cor- 
xupt, rotten, curſed heart, and then it muſi 
needs be abominable, Prov. 21. 17. & 15, 
Ss, Iwill(faith David) waſh mine hands in 
#*wnocency, and then compaſs thine Altar ; for 
if 1 regard iniquity in my heart , the Lord 
_ will not hear my Prayer , Plal. 66, 18, If 
God would not heara Davids Prayer, a 
| min 
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' Iman after Gods own heart , he will not 


hear a Devils Prayer, not the Prayer of a 
Swearer, Sabbath-breaker, Drunkard 3 he 
heareth not Sinners,that like and love their 
luſts. No, faith the holy God, though they 
ſeek me early, they ſhall not find me. Here 
note, That there 1s a two-fold early, name- 
ly, God's early, and mans early, God's 
early is in the morning of cur life, in 
the time of youth, then God calis and in- 
vites to come, Prov. 1.24. Eccleſ. 12. 1. 
Mans early 1s in the evening, or at the end 
of life > or when man is nigh unto death, 
when pain, ſorrow, and anguiſh cometh 
upon him, In their afiictiong they will ſeek. 
me early, Hoſe 5. ult. When fear cometh as * 
delolation , and defirudtion cometh as a 
whirlwind, then fhall they call upon me, 
but I will not anſwer; they ſhall ſeek me 


Jearly, but (ſhall not find me, Prov. 1. 27,28. - 
{God will fay to all fuch finners, Remem= 


ber it, as Iſaac to Abimelech, Gen. 26. 27. 


IWherefore come ye to me, ſeeing you hate me, 
turd have ſent me away from you : Or he 


will ſay, as once to the Children of Tſrael 
that cryed fo him in ther ſore diſtreſs, Go 
cry to the God's which ye have choſen, letthem 
deliver you in the time of your tribulation \ as 
for me, will not deliver you. Jadg.10.14.You 

a3 have 
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have ſerved the Devil, embrac'd the Worlgs 
f3risfed your Jluſts, joyn'd with mine ene. 
mies 3 go te the Devil, go to your Lufts, 
to your wicked company, let them deliver 
you in your dilireſs; Now death and De- 
viis arc come for you, I will not own you 
nor your Prayers, your foul abhorred me, 
and my Soul abhors you and your Prayers, 
depart from me, I know you nor. 


——_ 
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Motive 6. It's vhe great comfort of the 
godly mans life , to hope , and know that he. 
:s fit for death. Whatever be their lot and 
portion in this World , be aſſured it ſhall 
go well with them in the other World, 
Art thou in a flate of Grace, at odds with 
fin, and truly in love with Chriſt and Holt 
nels? Be of good chear, go thy way, and 
eat thy Bread with joy , and drink thy 
Wine with a merry heart , for the bitter- 
nels of death is paſt. The King of Ter- 
rors that had the power of death, is con- 
quered by the Lord of Life, Tertible 
death that rides on the pale Horſe, is dif 
mounted by thy dear Lord that rides on 
the white Horſe, under whoſe bloody 
Croſs thou mayelt ſee him diſarmed, woun* 
ded, and dead; death that reigned from 
Adan- 
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4dam to Moſes, is now (wallowed up in 
vidory, Iſa. 25- $. 1 will ranſome #bec 
from the power of the Grave z I will redeens 
thee from Death, O Death, I will be thy 
plagues > O' Grave, I will be thy deſtratlion. 
The believing ſoul is dead with Chritt 
while helives, Rom. 6.8. and is deliver- 
ed,not only from the damnation of fin, but 
the dominion of fin, and there is hope 1n 
his death: when he dicth, he ſhall die 


in the Lord, Rev. 14+ 13, he ſhall fleep 


in Jeſus, 1 Theſ. 4. 14+ his end ſhall be 


peace, Pſal. 37+ 37» This made the Apo» | 


file, after his ſad conflict, Rom. 7; to 


triumph over this laſt enemy death, 1 Cor. 


15. 55» | | 


Motive 7. If you ſhould not prepare for 
death, yet you will wiſh you had, (as many 


do when it is too late. ) You that are for 


making for the fleſh , and ſo eagerly pur- 
ſuing the World,and the things of it zwhen 
you ſhall be caft upon a bed of languiſhing, 
you, will wiſh in the very torment of your 
minds, and flames of horror, O that | 
had parted with my fin! -O that I had 
been careful to pleaſe and honour God, 
and to get an intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt / 
then ſhould I now have died the death of 


h I 4 the. .| 
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the Righteous 3 but this I wholly ſighted. 
T proſecuted the World with might and 
main , and got fo many thouſands for my 
Poſterity, andI livida merry and jovial 
life, but for my Soul, for my Eternity, 
things of infinite worth , I have done no» 
thing, Tforgat my Son!. - Now here's the 
Meſſenger of Death come for me, to im- 
prifon my Body in the Grave, the Cham: 
bers of Darkneſs, and to carry my Soul [ 
know not whither, Ifear to Hell O that 
T had been wiſe to underfiand this! to conſider 
my latter end. What would I now give to 
live but a few years more,to make proviſi- 
on fox this Soul , that muſt now enter the 
eulf of endleſs cternity. 


NO" — Cw. 


Motive 8. Conſider the gain will be excee- | 
ding great: As will appear by theſe follow- | 


ing particulars. 


I. Would you hate Sin as Hell, and be | 
more truly holy, Conſider your latter end. | 


This is moſt certain , that all the Anfece- 


dents,and dreadful Conſequences of death, 
ſpring and grow out of this bitter root. 
What is it that wounds, ſtings, pains, and |: 


Kills ? What is it that brings diſcaſes, and 


threatens death ?. that murders the body , | 


and 
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. | kill us, Devil: could not-corment us, Hell - | 
{ couid no? burn us, 
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2nd that damns and' burns the Soul ? What 
is it that doth necel{itate thee to make uſe 
of Phyſick and Phyficians whilſt alive 2 
and bringeth thee to a Coffin and Grave 
when thou art dead? Is it not fin which 
thou embraceſt in thy bofome ? 

You poor, blind, deluded ſouls, as little: 


and as Jovely as Sin looks in your wanton -- 


eyes, it is the Mother and Nurſe of all 
your miſeries, hatch'd in Hell, the Devils 
ſpawn or excrement, He that comminteth 
fn is of -the Devil, 1 John 3. 8 Thisis that 
evil thing and bitter, that hales death and - 
Hell at the heels of itz Yea. that armes 
Death, Devils, and Hell againft us. - Were- 
it not for this black, ugly, fierce, cruel, 
and bloudy Adverſary , Law or Juſtice 
cou'd not condemn us, Death could-not 


Sin 1s the Traitor and Murderer of your 
Immortal Souls, and thoſe nailes that will 
ſhortly dig your Graves: And will you 
hug hide, and hold it faft? Will a-Wo- 
man put a Knife into her Bofom-, that 
hath killed or Murdered her dear Child 
or Husband ? No, by no means, it mult 
be broken and caſt away for ever.. Now 
Sirs, if Sin be the Enciny, uſe it as an | 
I 5. Ene, :3 


Enemy or Murderer, kill it, take thie acti. 
ficing Knife and cut the throat of it, or. 
firike the heart-vein, and let it bleed un-. 
fil it dies, Deal by it, as Samuel by Agag, 
cut it in pieces, Did you. think ſeriouſly 
of Death and Hell, you would. hate it to 
purpoſe, and fay, away to Hell with it, 
from whence it came. and it would put. 
you upon. a deſire and earneſt endeavour. | 
after Holineſs ; Being expos'd to-a diſſo-. 
Jation , what manner of perſons ought ye 
to be in all holy converſation and godly-- 
nefs, 2 Pes. 3. 11. But if you forget death: 
you. will make dreadful work , namely, 
youraccounts greater, and Hell the hotter;.. | 
you will encreaſe your fin, and. God will 
heap up wrath againſt the day of wrath, 
And if ever. God {ſhew mercy, it will coſt: | 
you dear, your Souls muſt mourn , your- | 
hearts muſt break and bleed for fin 3 for un-- * 
Jeſs you repent, you will certainly be dam-- | 
ned, Luke 13.5. | 

2... Would you ſpeedily- call off. your- !' 
hearts from the World, and lay up a trea-- 
ſure in Heaven, Remember your latter end: 
In.the. greateſt affluence of worldly pro- 
ſpertty, alwayes conſider that you mui» | 
dyes. : 
Noor: | 
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: Poor Worldlings ! that make Gold your 
fope , whoſe plottings and ploddings are 
for earth. If death and eternity were more 
in your thoughts, you would let go that. 
in your affections, which you cannot hold 
in your-poſſe(lon, andlove that but a little 
that will be loſt, and which you cannot 
love long 3 Riches have wings, and they 


| will be gone.. Conſider how little the 


things of the World will ſtand you in 
ſtead in the evil day, your gold and filver: | 
cannot keep: you from Diſcafes while you. 
live, nor from Hell after you. are. dead,. . 
Prov, 11. 4. Pſal. 49.6; 7.- 5 

It falleth out with many of the great | | 
ſtorers of: this World:, as it doth with a. - 
Sumpter Horſe, who all the day carryeth a 


' | great Freafure on. his back, but at night - | 
: | Itis taken from him, and/he thruſti nto a: -- i 
»- | foul Stable.. So many wealthy. worldlings- 
*- | that tire themſelves to get: and: carry: - || 

| worldly Treaſure, when death cometh, it's: | 
| taken from them, and'they for: their. ill-- 


getting, orill-ufing of it, are thruſt down: 
to Hell : The rich man. dyed, and in Hell: 
life up. his eyes. 

Aad if you would deaden your: hearts 
to this empty earth; and lookafter a trea- 
furc above, a happineſs beyond the Grave, 
| that 
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that ſhall laſt as long as your Souls ſhall laſt; | 
think often of death, this would divert | 
your worldly cares and projects. 
Remember from this day to your laſt 
day cannot be long, your Journey or Voy- 
age is ſhort, and a little Proviſion is e- 
nongh , neither poverty nor riches , but 
food convenient, is the deſire and choice of 
a Citizen of Sivu, Converſe more with. 
death, and be often looking into cternity, 
and thou mayeſt hear (as 1t were) a Voice 
ſpeaking to thee, as God to Barwch, Jer, 
45-4, 5. Twill break down, and pluck up, 
and ſeekeſt than great things, ſeek them not. 
Death: is the great Leveller that will make 
all equal, and you that graſp the World - 
moſt greedily, will find it but vanity 3 for: 
all is vanity, is the language of experience, 
Eccleſ. 1.2. 1 Fohn 2.17. 
' When Samuel was to anoint Sax] , he - 
brought or direed- him to Rachels Se- 
pulchre, and to this end -(as is ſuppos'd ) | 
namely , to ſuppreſs or prevent baughty, 
proud thoughts, that might ariſe from 
that new and great preferment. And if 
the ſuppoſition be true, it is as if he had 
ſpoken thus , Saul, God hath highly ho- 
noured you, and I anoint you King 3 But 
remember, here lycs the duſt of that _ 
£110 
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| tifull Rachelz and though you are now 
King in T/rgel, yet muſt you be as Rachel, 


7iZ. laid in a Grave or Sepulchre , the 
thoughts of which is a very mortifying 
Meditation. You that have the waters 
of a full Cup, that wallow in wealth, and 
ſwim in worldly glory, to wean you from: 


the World (that your hearts may not be-. 


turned into Earth, and buried before you 


| are buried) keep freſh in your thoughts 


Death and Eternity, Job 14.14. 

3. Would you be deeply fenfible of the 
fad and doleful condition of: unbelievers 
when they come to- dye ? think ſeriouſly 
of your latter end. What will you. do 
in the hour of diſtrels, when God ſhall 
call for your breath, change your counte- 
nance, and require your Souls, it you have 


made no preparation for Death and Judg- - Wl 


ment ? 


Poor Souls ! FE-would pity you with my - 


very heart, to think how ignorant you are 
of your great concernments 3 you eat, 


drink, ſleep, buy, fell, and get gain, but- | 


flight your Souls, and do not- conſider of 


 theevil day. 


Wo be anto him that is alone, that is 
alone in Life, and alone in Death, tha 
hath no Chriſt to befxiend him , or ſtang 


by 


| 
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by him in that woful day , that cometh to- 


lie down on his death-bed without peace 
or pardon,. who ſhall go into a Grave, and- 
| Nand before the Barr without an. Advocate 


to plead forhim.. 

It is moſt probable, you may haye dif- 
ferent apprehenfions of your: ſelves and 
others in your dying hour, for the nearer 
the object, the clearer the fight; O ſin- 
ners! when the door of eternity begins. 
to open-(as uſually it doth to men dying ) 
you will have. other thoughts of your 
ſelves, and other men. Here you ruffle 
it out, thinking your ſelves above, and 
better than. others, Bchold great Babel, 
faid that proud perſon in his. Princely Pa- 


lace 3 but when pale Death appears, it 


will. pull down thofe Peacocks Feathers, 
and cauſe their-Crefts to fall. Now. the 
World ſhines, and ſparkles in your eyes, 


which makes you judge and think , that: 
nothing but Riches, Honour, and Great- 


i... — « a ”— _——_—— = 


neſs, can make you. happy 3. then it will: | 


appear (the Paint being off) to be an-emp-« 


ty nothing, As for the pure ja heart, 
who mourn for fin, and:mind- their Souls: 


above thc World, are fcorned, jeered, has 
ted, being look'd upon as a-company of 


poor, pcnliye, (neaking, beſotted touls, _ 
Caen: 
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then he adjudged the beſt, wiſeſt, and hap- 
ieſt men on earth, Now fin is excuſed.and 


| | called a light and little thing , or triek of 


youth 3 but- then it will have a black and: 
dreadful face , and feel more. heavy. than: 
lead , talke. more bitter than death it- 
ſelf. 

Now the damn'd: and curſed Crue, are 
your brave boon Companions, and boſom: 
friends z But when you are come to your: 
dying groans, and cold (weats, away with- 
them, their ſight is terrible. But know: 
that you who have been companions in 
fin , muſt be companions in ſufferings,and 
lye down together in everlaſting chains- 
and flames you ſhall be fertered and bound: 


! together, and never part any- more for e- 
7 VET. / 


Now an intereſt in Chriſt, and-alifeof- | 
holineſs is little valued , and every baſe:- ||| 
Juſt and trifle preferred : then.a World, a | 
World for Chriſt, Forty-thouſand pound;: | 


for a good Conſcience, cried out a wicked: | 


wealthy Worldling, when dying, and pa # 

4. Would you expedite your Repen- | 
tance, try your-ftate, and make all ready-- | 
for the other World. think upon this 
latt. enemy, the King of Terrors, that wil! 


3 
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e're long terminate your daies, and they 


all your opportunities will be gone for e- 
VET. 

If the thoughts of death, eſpecially-the 
ſecond death,did but influence your hearts; 
and penetrate upon your Conſciences, you 
would caſily be per{waded to caſt away 
your Sin: namely, to cut of a right 
hand or pluck out a right eye, and to 
rent your hearts, to fit alone, to. mourn 
in ſecret, ro ali your Souls, and to put 
your mouths-in the duſt, if fo be there may 
be hops, Lam.-3. 28, 29, We ſce that 
men in a journey, it they think they 
have day enough, they are ſlack, and flow 
enough, but if they ſce but a little time, 
. they will make (peed. It a man mutt do 
the work of a whole day in half a day, 
he will make haſte: Rcepentance is not 
a work for a day ; though a daily work, 
our whole life is little enough in com- 
pleat and perfeF it. Aslong as we fin, 
we muſt mourn 3 while we provoke the 
Judge, we muli plead guilty, and fac 
out our. pardon with ropes about our 
necks, and (ſmiiing on our breatts / ::d 
if-it might be) with tears of blovd, And 
the great things of Death and J»dg: meat 
will prepare and prompt-you to do it 


{ud- 
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fuddenly 3 for when the day is gone, the 
night comes, ard the Grave and Hell have 
ſhut their mouths upon you, what can be 
done? Fecleſ. 9.10. 

5. Would you pray more frequently ,. 
more frequently than ever you have done, 
remember you mult dye. 

-« The Monuments and Statues of- the 
dead (as one notes) are made in a praying 
poſture, viz. kneeling, and with hands lift- 
ed up to Heaven (as if the remembrance 
of them now dead_): ſhould teach us our 
duty, what we muſt do whilſt living. One 
that was wont to pray often in a day , be» 
ing asked , Why he ſpent ſo much time 
in Prayer? gave no other anſwer but this, . 
I muſt dye, I muſt dye. An awakening ap- 


; prehenfion of a mans entrance upon an 


endleſs ſtate , and a ſpeedy approach be- 
fore the Holy God, will make him pray, 
and that importunately. If there be in 
the Family a Husband, Wife, or Child near 
unto death, almoſt every one that cometh 
about the bed will be lifting up hands, 
and putting up of prayers, and then you 
cry out, Scnd fpecdily for ſome.ſober ſeri» * 
ous Miniſter, or for: ſcme folid ., ſavory, 
praying Chriſtian, to commend his {ad 
cale to God : The young man that mn | 
yY* i 


(208 ) 


Iy ſuffered for Murder, who came into 

' Newgate as ignorant of God, as the Horſe 
Or the Mule 5 and as ſ{cnſlcfs of his foul, 
as a ſtock or a ſtone, was by the acceſs 
_ and application of Minifters to him, con- 
vinced of his deſperate cafe , and through 
the Grace and B'effing of God upon his 
appointed means, he ſeem'd (o deeply ſen- 
fible of the dreadful hazard of his preci- 
ous foul, that he did with ſo much bro. 
kenneſs of heart confeſs his fins, pray, 
and plead with God in Chriſt for pardon, 
even to the wonder and amazement of 
thoſe Miniſters and Chriſtians who were 
preſent. And he being asked , how often 
he prayed, anſwered tive or fix times a- 
day 3 and it was with ſuch meltings , and 


multitudes of tears, that did move the very, 


bowels of the Auditors (and as they ſaid) 
turned them into tears. Thus you {ee 
how a powerful conviction of Death and 
judgement may prevail upon the heart, 
' to make them cry to God, that never 
prayed befoxe. As for you that can lye 
down. at night, riſe up in the moroing, 
and go about the World without ſecret 
or family prayer ; I muſt tell you: that you 
have but ſlight if any thoughts of deatn 
and cternity, and no ſenſe of , or regard 


of | 
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of your everlaſting condition , whieh is a 
| ſad ſymptom of a Chriſtleſs ſtate. 

6. Would you do good to others, to 
their bodies, and to their Souls, confider 
you muſt dye, for after death you will be ' 
utterly incapacitated of doing any thing. 
The Wiſe Man ſpeaking of the ſeaſon of 
doing, and of the vicifſitudes of Mans 
| Life, namely, That there is a time to be. 
| boro, and a time to dye: and he having 
| obſerved the iſſues and changes of provi- 
| dence that hath made every -thing beautiful 


| inits ſeaſon, coneludes that it is beſt for. it 


| a man todo good in his life , Eccleſ- 3-12. ||| 
1 As you bave therefore opportunity (laith the {||| 
| Apoſile) let ws do good to all men, Gal. 
| 6.10. Whenitis in the power of thine band 


. | 20dgir, Prov. 3.27: Sits, the real thoughts 


] of death will prompt you-to give a por= 
] tion to fix, and alſo to ſeven, and that in 
! ſeaſon; for when death comes, all is gone,, 
; then it's no more in the power of thine 
! hand to do. 

Did: you now believe and conſider, that 
you muſt dye, and give an account to. - 
God, the great Landlord and Donor of 
all your good things (great Receipts, has. 
ving great Accounts ) you would not con= 
tract your hearts, and ſhut up your _— 
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els 2gainſt thoſe many miſerable objecs, 


who are fo often in your view. 

Now , that you may be like ſheep, and 
notlike ſwine, be good in your life; and 
let your acts of mercy be diſtributed. in 
the morning, the fitteſt ſeaſon to ſow this 
| feed: therefore ſpeedily draw out thy 
Soul to the hungry, before death ſeparate 
thy Soul and body, for with ſuch ſacrifices 
God is well pleaſed, Iſa. 58. 10. Heb. 13, 
14- 

7. Would you get and keep fincerity, 
( a precious Pearl indeed } think often of 
Death and Judgement. Then it will be 
trycd, then it will ſtand you in ficad. 
| Sincerity (the Scripture perfe&ion) is the 

beſt of a Chriſtian, the grace of every 
Grace, for Faith unfeigned, and Lovein 
fincerity., are the very Nerves and Sinews 
of Chriſtianity. 

The next beſt to the precious blood and 


righteouſneſs of our glorified Redeemer, 


(to plead for us at the hour of death, 
and in the Court of Heaven ) is truth in 
the inward parts, Iſa. 38. 3. To be a mour- 
ner in $7ox, is matter of ſolace and real 
comfort, but to be a finner in Sion, 18 fad, 
and will be matter of torment. A Fudas 
among the Apolties, a Devil in a Samwels 

| Mantle, 


— 
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Mantle, is a Devil indeed. The Sinners 
in Sion are afraid, and cauſe enough 3 for 
to live and die a Hypocrite, 1s molt dread- 
fal, becauſe Hypocrifie will certainly bring 
you down to Hell, yea, the hotteſt place 


] of that devouring tire, and everfafting 


burning ſhall be the Hypoctites portion , 
Tſa. 33. 14+ Mat. 24-51» 

8. Lalily, would you redeem your 
time , and be greedy of getting Grace in 
the day of Grace, for the preſent,ſpiritual, 
and eternal Salvation of your Souls ; think 


1 ſeriouſly of your end. 


You ſleepy ſecure ſouls! did you con- 
fider that the night of death will come 
certainly, and may come ſuddenly , you 
would work while it is day, and not be 6 
mad as to put off believing, repenting, and 
ſoul-afflicking work , ſeli-trying and ap» 
proving work , untill the evil day of old 
Age, afick bed, or dying pangs ſeize up- 
on you. Confider, a death-bed repen= 
tance is ſeldom had, and ſeldom good, or 
a fick-bed repentance 1s. ſeldom a ſound , 
bat often a ſick repentance. Now if you 
"would imitate your Lord, to work while 
it is day,. remember you muſt dye, Foh, 
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DireFions and helps to conſider of 
your latter end. 


 Dired. 1. Search diligently to find out 
what it is that keeps you , and the ſerious 
#houghts of death and eternity, at ſo great a 
diftance, and cry mightily #0 God. ſpeedily 19 
remove it; If it be either Ignorance , A- 
theiſm, Unbclief , Senſuality , Earthly- 
mindedneis, or Security, be deeply ſenſible 


of it, and ſet prayer to work, pour out | 


thy very foul to God with greateſt fer- 
your and importunity. Say as Moſes, Who 
knoweth the power of thine Anger ? Even ac- 
cording to thy fear, ſo is thy wrath: $, 
Seach ws to number our daies , that we may 
apply our hearts unto wiſdom, Plal., go. 11, 


12, Sirs, *tis ſpiritual wiſdom .will cauſe. 


you to confider, then ery after knowledge, 


and lift up thy voice for znderſtanding , 


Prov. 2.3, 4+ For ſhe is thy life, Prov. 4. 
13. it's as much as thy life and foul is 
worth. Then enter into thy Cloſet, and 
fall on thy knees, and pray to God, in the 


Name of Chriſt, for ſpiritual Wiſd om; 


we mult ſeek it, Ezek. 36. 37. and God 
will give it, Fames I. 5» Beg more than 
for thy life , tor a truly wiſe and awakened 


heart, | 
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of God, and thine immortal foul be for e- 
yer neglected. 


Te —_—_—_ 


- Dired.. 2, Diligently and faithfully uſe 
and improve the moſt awakening means , 
which have a tendency hereunto. 

I. Set your ſelves under a powerful, faith- 


Iful, and ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry, who make 


the converſion of Souls their main buſineſs : 


JA lazy ſleepy Miniſter is not like to awa- 


ken a ſecure finnner, the Convidion and 
Converſion of Souls is not the mark they 


ſhoot ac. R-ſolve to hear , love, counte- 
nance , and encourage thoſe that grapple 
moſt with the Conſcience , and earncſily 
endeavour to drive and draw ſouls to Je 


Ifus Chriſt, by ſetting the blefting and che 


Icurſe , life and death before them. Con- 


viction leads the way to Converſion; as the 
needle of the thread ; What's a plaifter 
worth, where there is no wound ? 'tis the 
broken bones cry out for help, the whole 


{nced not the Phyſician : General, overly 


| penetrate or work 3 but plain, 


preaching is like the ſword in the ſcab- 
bard , that doth not cut or wound; or 
like Phyfick in the bottle, that doth not 


heart, without which the great concerns 


_ 


particular, 
convincing | 
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convincing Preaching (ſuch as Vathaas to 
David or Peters to the Jews, 2 Sam. 2.7, 
Ads 2.36.)is like the tword in the bowels, 
or Phyfick in the body , that will pain to 
purpole., Thoſe: Preachers that have no 


faculty of reproving and convincing flee- 


py ſecure finners , are like a company. of 
drone Bees, that have loſt their ftirig, be- 
ing good for nothing. But they that have 
the charge of ſo many golden flecces,ſhould 
ſever the Wheat from the Chaff, the' Sheep 
from the Goats, the precious from the 
vile, and in fo doing we ſhall be as God's 
mouth, and free from the blood of all 
men. 

O then, let this dreadful and amazing 
DoGrine of Dzath and judgement be 
more frequently and effeually Preached , 
that ſouls in peril near run , may ſee their 
fin and danger, and flie to Chriſt as the 
only refuge; Knowing the terror of God, 


we perſwade men, 2 Cor. 5. 11. Matt. 


«7. 
: 2. Converſe with the beſt Chriſtians, viz- 
them that are grave, ſober, ſolid, ſavoury, 
and ſound in the Faith : -Such as make 
Religion their great buſineſs, who love to 
ſpeak of God, and of the World to come, 
and by whoſe Counſel and Example you 
| may 
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may be ſtirred -up, and perſwaded to re- 
pentance and holineſs, tn conſider of 


| Death and judgement. Thefe were Da-> 
| vids excellent ones, in whom he did de- 


light, and make his companions, Pſal. 16, 


| 3+& Ii. 63, 


3. Read the bet Books , and thoſe that 
treat of Death and Judgement, but eſpe- 


| cially , the Word of God. There are the 
| pure Chriftal Streams and richeſt Mines; 


in this field you will find the Pearl, Lee 


| the Word of God dwell in you richly, be not 
| igaorant of any part of it, but be ſure to 
! acquaint thy ſelf with thoſe Scriptures 
| that ſpeak of the ſhortneſs of Life, the 


certainty of Death and Judgement, Heaven 
and Hell ; Read the Book of Fob, and 


1'the twelfth Chapter of Eccleſiaſtes , Pſal. 
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| 39+ Pſal. 90. Andlet me delireyou to be 
| often urging upon your hearts ſome of 
' thoſe Scriptures that ſet forth the dread- 
| fulneſs of that place of torment, that will 
| be the portion of all that forget God, 


and make no proviſion for their precious 
fouls ſome few I have here ſet: d own 


| which I deſire you would all conſider and 


| apply. Upon the wicked be ſhall. rain fire 
| and brimflone , and a horrible tempeſt ; this. - 
| ſhall be the portion of their Cup ,Plal. 11.6, 
F | | R I7'oe 
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Woe be unto the wicked , it ſhall go ill with © 
them, Iſa. 3.10, He ſhall caſt them into a 
furnace of fire; there ſhall be weeping, wail- 
zng, and gaaſhing of teeth, Mat. 13.42. Ia, 
33. 14, & 66, 15. Mat, 25.41. Luke 16, 
25, 26, 2 Thel. 1.5,9. Rev. 6. 8, 14, 16, 


Diref. 3- Make conſcience of ſetting 
apart a little time every day on purpoſe to 
think of your latter end, Do it fo fre- 
quently, until Death and you become 
familiarz ever and anon put thy (ſelf into 
a poſture of dying ; converſe with thy | 
winding-ſheet , Coffin, Grave; let thy *' 
great change be ſo upon thy heart, that 


thou mayeſt every morning or evening 'A 
walk a turn or two with Death : Re- 
member how ever it be with thee now, ® 
' thou muſt er'e long be gaſping and groan- þ 


ing for breath upon thy dying bed , and 

grapple with the King of Tecrrors, and a 
in a moment go down to the grave, and | 
ſhalt come up no more, Fob. 10, 21. 
, Tf thou wouldſi affe& thy heart with '% 
thoughts] of thy latter end, go down to 


_. Golgotha, and think upon thoſe dry _— 
an 
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and putrified bodies , and there revive the 
| memory of your departed Relations, Hul- 
| bands, Wives, Children, Friends, Neigh- 
{bours, and look beyond the Chambers of 
| th: Grave, converſe with thoſe miſerable 
|depatc-4 fouls, give the Prifoners of the 
[pic a /\i1t, Meditate on the raging furious 
'flam-+ , that diſmal darkneſs, ſmoak and 
' fink of the bottomleſs pit , the ſcreeking 
'of thedamned, and roaring of the De- 
vids, the &cart-piercing complaints for wa- 
tex to cool their ſcorching tongues. And 
\when thou doſt think upon thoſe milli- 
jons of {fouls that are hanging up in Hell, 
ircflect upon thy ſelf, and expe thy turn 
[yeedily. Suppole every day thy laſt, eves 
'ry meal thy laſt, every journey thy laſt, 
'every duty, Sacrament, Sermon, thy laſt. 
:And when the Lords Day cometh , think 
;with thy (elf this will be the laſt (piri- 
tual Market , that I ſhall have to: buy the 
{ſpiritual Oyl of Grace, and to provide— 
for the Bridegrooms coming 3 after this 
'dayÞ ended , I may never more hear the 
\Lord Jeſus ſpeak to me by the mouths of 
/his faithful Minifters , never be invited to 
:come to Chriſt, or to believe, repent, part 
'wit, fin and accept of a pardon more, 
ad ſo demean thy ſelf every day, and in 


K 2 every 
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every duty, as if thou ſhould*ft be calleq 
fo God's Bar, and give up thine account 
at night. In all thy thoughts, words, | 
and-aftions, fay to thy ſelf, Would I & | 
thus and thus, viz. would I cat, drink, 
Icep,converle, buy, (ell, preach, hear,pray, | 
or worſe,it I certainly knew this day would ( 
be my laſt. © let that Motto , Memento | 
Mori , which ſome carry in their Rings, be 
engraven on your hearts, it being the great | 
concernment of our lives. This is that : 


{ 
| 
'4 
t 


which God's People,and ſome of the Hea- ? 
then too, have been careful to remember. 
King Aſa made his Sepulchre in his -life- | 


time, 2 Chroz. 16. 14. and ſome in their þþ 
Gardens, and places of ſolace and delight, q 
as Foſeph of Arimathea, Foba 19. 41. And !;: 
ſome of the Heathen were wont to walk | 
among the Graves, toput them-in mind |, 
of Death; fome have had their Graves | ; 
alwaies before their Gates, others a dead |; 
mans $skull preſented every day at their | 
| Tables; And ſhall we that believe the '_ 
DoGdrine of the other World, put off the 
ſerious thoughts of death ? Solomon advi- | c. 
{eth us, to go tothe houſe of mourning , | 
telling us it 1s better , becauſe the living | ,, 
willlay-it to heart, When you hear the | 
tydings of the. death of your Friends, Re- | ,. 
C0 lations, | 


Rao come - 


id 
ad 
F 


ns, 


3 
; 


) 


| 


(219-) 


lations or Neighbours, go thither, thoug]1 


| not perſonally, yet coi templatively , in 
[your minds and thoughts, go, and put 


your ſclyes in their ſicad. And think thus, 


|Aliving Man or Woman 1s become a dead 
| Corps,. or coud clay, the ſoul is gone to its 


everlaſting habitation but to what place, 


| whether to- be comforted or tormented , 


\who can tell? If he were a godly man, 


{he is cextainly .gone to Heaven 3 1t thou 


'art ſach a one, thy foul will (ſhortly be with 


him 3 but if an ungodly man , he is cer- 
tainly gone to Hell, and now among De. 


1vils: And .if thou art ſuch an one, tho 


| halt er'e long be there too. *Tis true", . 
the dead can have no thoughts of the 

' living, but the living{ſaith Solomon) know 

| that they muſi dye. And you that are 

| young, when you hear of the death of a | 


es | lively, luſty young man, or a lovely beau- 


4 


tiful young Woman, ſtop, rc fi&, and con- 


be | fider, may not this be thy caſeF© man,wo- 
he 
vi- 
8 1 
ng 
he 
KE> 


' man, or child, in a very little (pace? Ithall 
ſay no more by way of dircGton, only de- 
\ fire you to review the particulars bifcre - 
| mentioned, and you that are Parents and 
| Maſters of Families, who make conſcience 
of looking to the ſouls of thole commit- 


Y 
4 


d to your charge, may cauſe your: chil- 
KR 3 drcn 
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dren and ſervants to learn by heart the par* | 


ticulars I here ſet down, 


be. 
World will be gone for ever. 


3» All the pleaſures of ſin will be gone, | 


_ and leave nothing but a ſting. 


| 


I. That it is moſt certain an end will | 


2. At our latter end all things in this | 


4. That only which is eternal, will ſtand | 


#8 in ſiead. 


5. Conſider which of the two Eternities are © 


you going towards. 
d 6. We are all near our everlaſting habitas 
+ Z0K+ 
' 7. You know not how ſuddenly, or unex- 

peGed your end may be. 

8. When death comes, your ſouls ar: fla- 
ted your eternity is caſt. | 

9. 'Tit a dreadful and: amazing ſight , 
20 ſee a Chrifileſs, ſout breathing ont his 

a 


laſt. 


Mm. -— 


= © 2M 


4+ Uſe; May be of Comfort to the poor 


people of God, who, through fear of | 


Death , are all their life-time ſubje& to 


bondage. Let not your hearts be trou- , 


bled, fear not, neither. be terrified becauſe 


of 


(221) : 
| of this King of fears : But chear up your 
| fpirits, and comfort up your hearts with 
| this, that Death, as terrible as it 15 to the 
11 | wicked , cannot hurt you. The day of 
| your death will be better than the day of 
| your birth, and therefore death is put into 
\ |, the Believers Inventory, and reckoned a- 
{ mongſt his priviledges, 1 Cor. 3+ 22. Death 
; Will be gain to the godly man, viz. an out- 
4 | let to all his preſent miſery, and an in-ler 
| toendleſs glory. Then the truly penitent, 
| perplexed, wearied foul, ſhall be perfectly 
| freefrom the power of Satan, the fiery 
| darts, and dreadful temptations of that 
' unclean ſpirit, Then the old Serpent for 
. | ever will be under their fect, Then the 
' body of death ſhall be put off, and the in- 
dwelling of fin, that natural fountain of 
Corruption, will be pertealy dryed up. 
| © You ſhall) never complain of vain thoughts, 


+ | or hard hearts any more : Never doubt of 
the truth of Grace , or favour of God 
more : The Bcliever ſhall then be with Je- 

= _ ſus Chriſt, the day of his diſſolution will 

YT be the day of his Coronation, he ſhall 


c then receive the Crown, and fit down on 
' the Throne, and enter into his Mallers joy, 
which is fulneſs of joy and. pleafures: for 
 ' evermore. | 

, K 4 Obj, .... 
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Ovjct. T ſometimes think of death, but 
the thoughts of death and judgement are very 
terrible, T fear T am ot fit to dye. How ſhall 

zt be known ? : 


Anſw, There is an habitual ficncſs for 
ceath, an actual fitneſs for death. Every 
graciouſly upright Man or Woman in the 
Worid, that fears God jn Truth, is has 
bitualy fic to dye, ſo prepared for his great 
change, that the ſiting of death, or ſecond 
dza'h ſhall not hure him, having. paſt the 
lirait- gate, ſhot the gulf, he is cut of dan- 
ger. As ſoonas a man is 1n a ſlate of 
Grace, born again, made a new creature, 
end by Faith united unto the Lord Jefus. 
Chriſt, God is reconciled , his: Perfon ju- 
tified, his fins pardoned, and recorded in 
the Court of Heaven ,, though his pardon 
is'not brought down, tranſcrib'd and 
ſcal'd in the Court of: his own Confc1- 
ence. The truly converted foul 15 Gods 
ſpecial Favourite, and fhall lodge in his 
boſome, and never more be cut of his fa- 
vour : *'tis true, Hcaven may be out of 
fight, God may frown, but will never con» 
demtis There is now no condemnation. to 
them that are iz Chrijt, Rom. 0.1. If any 
man 
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' man fin, we have an Advocate rrith the Fa* 
| ther, Feſus Chriſt the Righteous, 1 John 2+ 
| I. Who ſhall lay any tbing to the charge of 
| Gods Ele? it is God that juſtifiah, it is 
| Chriſt that died, Rom: S. 33, 34s 


| Qu. When is the Godly Man afinally pre- 
| pared for death ? 


| Auſw. When his ſpiritual efiate is well 
1 ſetled, viz. all made ſure between God and 
| his ſoul particularly. 


| 1. When a man is truly conſcious to 
| himſelf that he hath fincercly , and with 
| much brokennels of heart repented of all 


1 his known fins committed betore, or after - 


] converſion, fo that there is no freſh or for- 
| mer guilt remaining on him. This godly :. 
| ſorrow is the godly mans pleaſure-, hede- 
| lights to be ſowing in tears, loves with his 
' ſoul a wet ſeed-time ; for they that ſowin 
; tears (hall reap a harveſt of joy ,. which is 
: atime of refreſhing from the preſence of - 

God; compare Pſal. . 126, 5, 6..and Ay :«- || 
E319. | 


| 2, When ſfinis not fo great 2 burden , 
| that he is .weary of this body, of- death 
| MS 2m 


Fd 
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and willing the infe&ed honſe ſhould be- 


pulled down , that the. Leprofie might be 
cured, that ſo he might never finor offend 
his Father more, The ſerious thoughts 
andſenle of which 1s a heavy burden, and 
matter of gricf that makes him groan and 
complain, We in this Tabernacle do groan 
being burdened: and O how bitterly did 
St. Paul complain ? Rom. 7:24. O wretched 
man that T am who ſhall deliver me from the 
body of this death ? fe had been in draths 
often for the ſake of his dear Lord, but 
this death, his body of fin, troubled him 
more than any : It was fo great a burden 


to holy David, that he ſeit it in his very. 


bones, Pſal. 3. 3. 


3+ The godly man is fit to dye, when. | 
the Work of Grace is perfefted , and his 


Generation Work ended. When the be- 


lieving foul! hath his Veſſel full of Oyl, and-- |: 


the Wedding. Garment of. the glorious 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt about him , then 


he is a Veſſel of Honour prepared unto - 


Glory, Rom. 9. 23. wrought for the ſelf- 
ſame thing, 2 Cor 4+ 5. and made meet, 
or fit-for the inheritance of the Saints in 
light, Col.- 1.12. The Ship that's laden 
or fraughted, is fit to put to Sea, and to 


* —— 
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ſail from hence, or for its appointed Port. . 


The Labourer is fit to receive his Wages - | 


when he hath done his Work 3 So when 
- the Heaven: born ſoul hath faithfully ſer 
ved his Generation, and done the work in 
his Place, Calling and Relations, for which 
God (ent him and intrufted him (though 
the beli fall ſhort , being in ſome degrees - 
unprofitable ſervants) then 1s he fit to wel- 
come death, though to the fleſh its the 
' King of Terrorss When the godly man , 
; living or dying, can appeal to the heart- 
ſearching God as Hezekiah did, Iſa. 38. 


| and ſay, T have finiſhed the.work which thos - i 


| gaveſt me to do, Fohn 17. I have finiſhed 
| my courſe, and there is laid up for me a 
| Crown of Rightcouſneſs, 2 Tim. 4.8 - 
| This makes him fit and willing to depart. 


: | bo be with Chriſt. 


| 4. When finis pardoned, and the par-- 
don fealed, 3. e- when the clamorous noiſe 
| of the guilt of fin in the Conſcience, is-. 


. | calm'd andfilenced, by the blood of fprink- . 


ling and his evidences for Heaven bright 
and.clear, fo thathis better . Countrey is 
' within view, and the Gate of glory wide 
; Open, namely, abundant Entrance- into the 
| everlaſting Kingdom of our Loxd and Sa. 
| vioup 
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viour Jelus Chriſt, 2 Pet. 1; 11+ Lot had 
amind to-prolong his time in Sodom, it was 
a goodly City and he was not well aſſured 
whither to go , when he had left it, But 
when the gracious foul is aſſured of a bet- 
ter (tate, a better: life; that's hid with Chrik 
in G:d, ſothat he can lay, as once an emi- 
nent godly man dying : I ſhall but change 
my place, I ſhall not change my company. He 
maythen (being ſeal'd to the day of Re- 
demption) long ſor his diffolution. . 


- *- $.. When+the heart:is weaned from, and 


weary. of. this evil World, and ſo inflam'd 


with love to Chriſt, that it-cannot-live - | 


without him, or be abſent from him : Ha- 
 ving taſicd cf the: Grapes of Eſpcol ,, he 
 multto Caxaanto lee the good Land, that 
goodly Mountain. A forc-tight or - glimpſe 
of the ſweetneſs, beauty, and glory of the 
Lord Jeſus, will cauſe moſt vehement long- 
Ing ta. be with him. Now let thy ſervant 
depart in peace, for mine eyes bave. ſeen:thy 
ſalvation; For this we groan earncflly; 
And Oh how contidently.quietly,and com- 
fortably may. ſuch a. foul: entertain the 
thoughts of death; that-hath ſincerely re- 
pented of all-fin, and to whom: ſin is. fo 
grievous a burden, that he. a oald..dye " 

| c 


lo. we _— 
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be rid-of it. And whoſe ſoul is filled 
and fraughted with Grace , and afſuredof. 
Glory, and his heart ſent as a Harbinger 
to Reaven before him. And indeed a ſe- 
rious and hearty conſideration of our eter- 
nal ſtate would provoke us to preſs carneſt- 

ly after this. 


—_— 


To cloſe- vp-all,” let me ask you as:in 
the prefence of the great Judge of quick 
and dead, (at whoſe dreadful tribunal you 
muft all ſhortly ſtand ) theſe following 
Queries. | | 

Der. I. 


Firſt, Whether a ſeaſonable preparation 
for death and judgement, viz. how-you | 
may eſcape Hell and come ſafe to Heaven, 
be-not the moſt urgent and important bufi- 
neſs you haveinall the World? Let your 
\ { Conſcience judge and determine. 


| - ; Der, 20 


Ate not they in a very happy conditi- 
| on, that do believe; repent, and turn to 
God with their whole heart? Who by li- 
vinga life of Grace, are trulyPpreparedfor 
| death, * - 


I 


12,19, 22,23. 


| _ | __ 
death, and out of that dreadful hazard of 
loſing Heaven ? Rom. 8. 1. Pal. 37.37. 


Ayer. 3 


F it not poſlible that you being yet on 


this fide the Grave and Hell, may prepare-- | 
for this evil day ? were you reſolved up- - 


on it,it would be done ; you have often in»  * 


tended it, promiſed it, when ſhall it be ? 


'/none but the Devil, and your Fleſh , will 


fiop and hinder.you. 
E __s 


Do you. firmly believe the things here 


 - will fail, that death will come, that fin that - 


accurſed thing will fling, and that the im- 
penitent ſinners caſe at the hour of death 
will be ſad, and very deſperate ? Let me- 
ſay toall ſuch, there'is not a night youlye 
down upon your beds, but you runa very 


F great hazard: If death ſhould call, and 


you not ready, you muſt go, though you. 
be ruined to eternity, Matth. 25. 10, 11, 


Der, Jo 


| Have you-1ſo lived , as to be fit to lye 
= down 


is 4.6915 EE) — 
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ry” 
down ina Grave, to riſe again, and ſtand 


| before God who is a conſuming fire? -Do 

! you know your ſelves in a ftate of Grace, 
/ thatyou are new-born, that. your eviden- . 
' ces for Heaven are clear and certain? Is 


- |” and have you a well-grounded aſſurance, 
'* } that you are in the number of thoſe ta-. 


| ſhouldfay, You, andyou, this man, and 


| or night. before the / Judgment-ſeat, T.-: 


' your work done?: Do your Lamps burn ? 


whom death will be a Priviledge ? Phil. 
I. 21» | | | 


Der, 6, 


Can you chearfully, and without dread | 
entertain. the thoughts of a diffolution, * | 
and of lcaving all your earthly and ſenſu» } 
al delights? Suppoſe the dreadful Judge -- | 
ſhould at this inſtant ſend death into this - * 
place, with the names of five or-ſiz of 
you in his Writ or fore-head , and death 


that woman, muſt go along with me. | 

I have received a command from rhe : | 
great and terrible God, (who. hath the-. | 
power of Death and: of Hell.) to. bring 
you, young man, young woman, this day. 


have often warned you by. ſending my | 
Deputies , and that this ten , twenty, or. | 
foxty yearsz every Cottin,i every dead: 
Corps, 


-4 
ke - 
1 
: 


_ . F ' 
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Corps , or Grave you' have ſeen, was ſo 


many intimations of my coming. Now. 


( faith death) Iam come, look here upon 
my commitſion, ſee my dart, and my fling. 
This. dart muſt kill. thy body, and ſend 
thy ſonl into eternity. I command thee 
this moment, to bid adicu, to take thy 
leave of Friends, Relations, Houſes, Lands, 
pleaſures of fin, once for all. Thou 
(halt never fee or enjoy them more, Lube 
12.19, 20» Ohowcan you think of your 
dying, the worlds burning, the Trumpets 
ks oy the deads rifing, and ſtanding 
at the Bar, and not fear and tremble ? 
| You Sons and Davghters of pleaſure ! Did 
you conſider what horror and aſtoniſhment 


dogs you at the heels, which will jinevica- 


bly come upon you as. travail on a woman 
with Child, you-would not fay unto God, 
Depart, and.trea(ure . up,, wrath, lay up 
ſcourges and ſcorpions for your diſtreſſed 
ſouls againſt the laſt day. 


C wer. Ty 


Let us ask youthat paſs for Saints,: and 
hopefor Heaven, whether your Conſcien- 
ces in ſecret do not tell you , that have 
made but poor peparations. for.. it 3 


yea, , 


| 


- - W 
: a * 
& 
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yea, it may be you have done leſs for Hea- 
ven'than many.that are now in Hell ? 

| You ſay you muſt die, and come to 


| judgement ; but how ſtands the caſe :as tO 


! the other World ? If you look downward 
| to this World, it's well , but how 1s it 


within with your precious ſoul ? Do,you 
believe that Artheiſis, Unbelievers, Drunk- 


| ards, Swearers, Murderers, Thieves, per= 


ſccutors , Lyers, Sabbath-breakers, Adul 


| terers, Worldlings, are going ſwiftly to 
| Hell? Do you believe that Chriſt's flock 


is little, and not fear your ſelves? Do yow- 
think that Eſau, Fudas, Ahab ,  Agrippa, 
Herod, Simon Magus, the fooliſh Virgins are 
in Hell, and yet confident of your going to 
Heaven? theſe have cut-done many of 


: you. Eſau wept and cried for thebleſſing , 


Heb. 12. 17. Ahab humbled bimſelf,x Kings 


| 21.29, Herod did many things , and heard. 
| John Joyfully, Mark 6. 20. Agrippa was al» 


moſt a Chriſtian, Ads. 26; 28, The Scribe- 
was not farfromyhe Kingdom of of God, Mark 
I2. 34: Thefooliſh Virgins were not pro- 


 phane, they took care to trim their 


| Lamps,and knock'd at the door. Now what: 
| fins have you left ?. what grace have you 


exercis'd? what duties have you perfor- 
med ? and how ?- Take heed you be,not 
deceived 5 


__- 
deceived Strive to enter in at tbe ftrait 
gate, for many will ſeek to emer in, and ſhall 
#08 be able, Luke 13. Ig. 


Dner. 8. 


You having ſo many warnings, time 
and means fo prepare for death and judg- 
ment,and will not,who-will pity you when 
you periſh?- God will not, Prov. 1. 26, 27. 
Chrift will not, Luke 19. 27, Angels, 
Saints, Miniſters will not, all will ſay, a- 
way with them, let them be damn'd. 

And O what a killing and amazing ſight 
will Chritts coming in the Clouds be to 
all that cither denicd his coming , or who 
would not prepare for it. His incarnati- 
ON was terrible, Mat» 2.3. His Crucifixion 
was more terrible, Lxke 23. 44,45, 47, 48: 
But his being on the Tribunal will be moſt 
terrible. Then ſhall the Tribes of the 
Earth mourn, Mat. 24. 30. and men cry 
to the rocks and mountains fo fall on 
them, Rev. 6. 15, 16: When they ſhall ſee 
fo many chouſands and millions of Men 
and Women dragg'd down with all the 
Devils of Hell , to that burning lake of 
fire and brimftone, How will they then 


mourn for ſorrow of heart, and howl for 
VEXa® 
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vexation of ſpirit , and with bitterneſs of 
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ſoul wiſh they had never heard of Chrif}, 
that they had been born among the Hea- 
then, or never had a being, or enjoy'd a 
life of pleaſure upon the earth } gow will 
the wretched finner beat his breaſt , pluck 
off his hair, tear his bowels, crying out 
( when he ſees all hope is gone ) O that 
E had now no ſoul ! or that. this immor- 
tal ſoul were mortal / that I might now 
die, and breath no more! or that my fen- 
tence might be but to lodge with Devils 
in this burning lake ten thouſand years, 
that ſo I. might not remain in a ſtate of ba» 
niſhmene from the face and prefence of 
God to all eternity. : | 
O- then pray ! that ſerious thoughts of 
death may be alwaies upon thine heart ;and : 
whither thou goeſt,let them go3 and where 
thou lodgeſt , let them lodge 3 that thou 
mayeſt ſpeak of it to thy Children and 
Family, when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, 
and when thou walkeſt by the way , and 


when thou lie down, and when thou. 


rifcſt up. O let theſe great things of 
death and judgement , be bound as a fign 
upon thine hand, and write them upon 
the poſts of thine houſe, and on thy gates, 
that they may be alwaies before thine 
CYEs. 
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eyes, for thy good alwaics,, that thou 
mayeſt beware lcft thou forget the Lord 
thy God, and the everlaſting concern- 
ments of thy immortal Soul, and Gods 
anger be kindled againſt thee, and deſiroy 
thee ſuddenly with a mighty deſtruct- 


Ol 


Confider now what I have ſpoken, and 
the Lord give thee underſianding in all 
things 2 Tim. 2,7, Which is that God 
wiſheth in the Text, O that they were miſe, 
' thatthey underſtood this, that they would con. 
fader their latter end, 


